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SLAVE-TRADE, 1790, 


NUMBER IV. 


Witneſs Examined, —RicHarD STOREY. 


Mr. Richard Storey, lieutenant in the Royal Navy, P. 3. 
having been from 1766 to 1770, on every part of the 
coaſt from S. Leone to the river Sabon, declares, 
That ſlaves are generally obtained by merauding par- 
ties, from one village to another in the night, He 
has alſo known canoes come from a diſtance and carry 
off numbers in the night. P. 4. 

In 1769, Captain Paterſon, of a Liverpool ſhip, 
lying off Briſtol Town, ſet two villages at variance, 
and bought priſoners, (near a dozen) from buth 
ſides. While reſident at Briſtol Town, on the W. 
Coaſt, for three months, he was in many villages, but 
did not hear of any perſons being carried off; on other 
parts of the coaſt he has. 

Has gone 1nto the interiour country between theP. 5, 
Baſſau and the river Seſters; and all the nations there 
go armed from the fear of merauding parties: there 
Numb. 4. | were 
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1791. were no wild beaſts to alarm them; and the people 
there have informed him, that they have obtained 


P. 6. 


their ſlaves by war; theſe merauding parties are con- 
ſidered by them as war. 

He was twice in danger from theſe parties him- 
ſelf. In 1767 he was put into a trading long - boat 
of the ſhip ; about this time a merauding party from 
Grand Seſters had come in” canoes and attacked 
Grand Cora in the night, and taken off 12 or 
14 of the inhabitants; ſoon after which, having in 
his boat a native of Grand Seſters, the people of 
Grand Cora came to the boat in the river Seſters, 
and told the mate they had a ſlave to ſell, on which 
he went aſhore with them, leaving only Mr. Storey, 
a boy, and the black man in the boat. In about 
four hours after, a canoe came on board the boat, 
with the four men that the mate had gone with, ſay- 
ing, the mate was in another canoe in ſight; and 
taking him off his guard, two of them ſeized him, 
while the other two got the black man overboard, 


Mr. Storey freed himfelf, and drove the two men 


overboard: the mate lay all this time on ſhore 
tied neck and heels, which confinement was occa- 
ſioned by his refuſing either to give up the native 


of Grand Seſters, or pay them the price of a ſlave in 


goods. This black man had before told of this ex- 
pedition of his countrymen againſt Grand Cora, and 
often declared himſelf afraid to go on ſhore for that 
reaſon ; he never gave it to be underſtood that there 
was a war at the time between Grand Seſters and 
Grand Cora; the only reaſon he aſſigned for the ex- 

edition was, that his own countrymen were poor. 

t was impoſſible that there could be any exiſting 
wars between theſe two people, as they are 20 leagues 
aſunder; and thoſe of Grand Cora, not having canoes 
to carry more than two or three men, never go to 
ſea but to fiſh: the canoes of Grand Seſters carry 
12 or 14 men, and with theſe go merauding among 
their neighbours. He has ſeen them at ſea out of 


_ of land in the day, and taking the opportunity 
0 0 


night to land where they pleaſed. 1 
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It is his opinion that the natives are often fraudu- 
lently caried off by the Europeans : he has been told 
by them, that they have loſt their friends at different 
times, and ſuppoſed them taken by European ſhips 
going along the coaſt. He has himſelf taken up ca- 
noes, which were challenged by the natives, who ſup- 

ſed the men in them had been taken off the day 
Lakes by a Dutchman, 

That the natives retaliate ſuch injuries is proved 
from the following facts: When lying to an anchor 
in his boat between the river Seſters and Settra Crue, 
a Dutch ſhip running down the coaſt ſent her long- 
boat to where he was, to buy vegetables, &c. When 


1791. 


come to an anchor, a number of canoes. came about P. 8. 


the two boats, and one of the head men of the place 
wiſhed him to go away, as they waited to takè the 
Dutch boat and kill the crew. As a reaſon, they 
told him that a Dutch ſhip ſome days before had 
raken four men belonging to the place. 

Afterwards, in 1768, being driven by contrary 
winds, in a coaſting ſhip in wkich he was a paſſenger 
into the river Angra, as there appeared a proſpect of 
trade, they ſtaid there. The ſecond day, two canoes 
with 12 or 14 men each came on board with two men 
bound, to ſell. Having agreed for one of them he 
went down tor irons to put him into; but in coming 
up again was ſeized, with the maſter of the boat and 
another white man, whoſe throats were immediately 


cut. He got clear of thoſe who ſeized him, but 


could not get upon deck. Halt an hour after, be- 
ing covered with wounds, and weak with the loſs of 
blood, he propoſed to give up both boat and cargo if 
ſuffered to go to Gaboon, to which they agreed, and 
then helping him up on deck they ſtripped him 
naked, put him into a canoe, and took him on ſhore 
to their town. The reaſon they gave for this was, 


that a ſhip from Liverpool (name forgotten, the 


captain's name Lambert) had ſome time before taken 
a canoe full of their townſmen and carried her away. 


He heard the ſame thing afterwards at Gaboon. 


A 2 He 
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Ar RICA. STOREY. 
He has been at Old Calabar, where ſlaves are 


was brought down the river in war canoes, carrying up- 


PF. g. 


P. 10. 


wards of 50 men armed, and a three oi four pounder 
in the bow. 

Captain Jeremiah Smith, in the London, in 1766, 
having a diſpute with the natives of Newtown Old 
Calabar concerning the ſtated price which he was to 
give for ſlaves, for ſeveral days ſtopped every canoe 
coming down the creek from Newtown, and alſo 
fired ſeveral guns indiſcriminately over the woods 
into the town till he brought them to his own terms, 

He looks upon the natives of the Windward Coaſt 
to be in general a hoſpitable friendly people, always 
willing to ſell what they have, and alſo to give the beſt 
proviſions the country affords, The men in general 
are very active and induſtrious, and chiefly employed 
in fiſhing, and trade with the Europeans; the wo- 
men chiefly in cultivating. rice and other vegetables. 
Old men alſo taken by merauding parties, and not 
ſaleable, they are put into their plantations; and to 
this employment he believes that Naves refuſed by 
the Europeans as too old for ſervice are commonly 
deſtined, having ſeen many ſuch at this work. 

On the Rice Coaſt, great quanities of rice are ſold 
to the Europeans, the natives in parties of eight or 
ten bring it from the interiour country, three or four 
days journey; he has known them take back ſalt 
and other European goods in return, and has every 
reaſon to believe, that if there was nabody to pur- 
chaſe ſlaves, they would turn themſelves to cultivate 
their ground, and raiſe rice, &c. to purchaſe Eu- 
ropean goods. The quality of African rice is far 
ſuperiour to that of Carolina, bearing one-fourth 
more water, 

The natives carry on their heads from 40 to 6olb; 
has heard from them they go more than a month's 
journey inland with various articles from the coaſt, 
and has ſcen parties of more than 20 together men 
and women employed in carrying them, ; 
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In every thing they deal in, Europeans defraud 1791. 
the natives, adulterate ſpirits with water, and then www 


heat it with pepper, and ſuch guns have been fold 
to them, that he has ſeen many with their barrels 
burſt and thrown away; he has alſo ſeen ſeveral na- 
tives without fingers and thumbs, blown off, as they 
ſaid, by the burſting of theſe guns. 


He has been in the Welt Indies, and has there at P. 11. 


St. Chriſtopher's, and part of Grenada, ſeen ſurfs as 
high; and higher than in Africa. At Madras in the 
Eaſt Indies much higher, for a longer time than on 
the Windward Coaſt, where there 1s no place (except 
where ſometimes for a day or two the ſurf is too 
high,) boats are not continually loading in moſt 
places in Africa, ſome rocks or points of land break 
the ſurf, which is not the caſe in the clear and open 
coaſt of Coromandel. Goods are landed every where 
along the coaſt; has ſeen them ſometimes wet, but ne- 
ver loſt, They do not uſe the ſame cxpedients here 
for loading and unloading boats that are uſed 1n 
the Weſt Indies. 

In his firſt voyage to Old Calabar the ſlaves at- 
tempted to riſe, but did not ſucceed. In the year 
1769, a Liverpool ſhip between Cape Mount and 
Meſurade, had every perſon killed by an inſurrection, 
except one boy. 


In the ſhips he ſailed in, the men ſlaves were al-P. 12. 


ways kept in irons during the Middie Paſſage. 

In the Regus, firſt ſhip he had failed in, proviſions 
were plenty. In the ſecond, the Tyger of White- 
haven, the ſeamen in ten days after tailing were put 
to an allowance of 4 lb. of bread per week, and 
half a pound of beef or pork per day, which was the 
whole fare for nine months; he has but little com- 
plaint to make of ill uſage againſt the ſhips in which 
he ſailed. 

Think the flave trade very unhealthy in the rivers, 
but not on the open coaſt; they buried 14 out of 
32 the firſt voyage in Calabar river; and in the 
Tyger in nine months, tive or fix out of 28, In three 

voyages 
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1791. voyages to Virginia they buried one man; in five 
wm Baltic voyages not one; in one to the ſouthern whale 


. 14. 


P. 15. 


fiſhery none; and in two Mediterranean none. Of 
the three Virginia voyages, the firſt was 11 months; 
the other two about ſeven months each. The num- 
ber of men in each 16. The ſouthern whale fiſhing 
voyage was of 11 months. 

In the Tyger the bread was tolerable, the beef and 
pork ſo {ſalted that in boiling they ſhrunk to half 
this weight. Having once in this veſſel, when hand- 
ing rice to the flaves taken a handful for his own 
uſc, he was unmercifully beaten with a rope; he has 
known others who had done the ſame thing through 
hunger, treated for it in the ſame manner. 

As an inſtance of ſimilar ill treatment in other 
Nave ſhips, he ſays, that lying in the Tyger at Baſſau, 
he heard the ſailors of three different ſhips complain 
heavily of their proviſion, as being bad, and inſuf- 
ficient in quantity; theſe were, the Lancaſhire Witch, 
Captain Coil; the Lilly, Captain Scragham ; and 
the Violet, Browne, notorious all for bad proviſions 
and ill uſage; he has ſeen the ſailors of each un- 
mercifully beaten for the moſt trifling offences; 


knocked down with handſpikes, or any other thing 


that came in the Captain's or officers way that took 
offence at the men. One man he ſaw in the Lanca- 
ſhire Witch confined for ſome trifle, with an iron 
collar on his right leg and arm ſhackled, and then 


_ chained to a ring-bolt on the deck, where he remain- 


ed a conſiderable time in this condition without any 
other allowance but bread and water, 


* 
— — <A. 2 PAY CES — 
* * 


Witneſs Examined,—Jamts Towxz. 


Mr. James Towne, carpenter of His Majeſty's 
ſhip Syren, made a voyage 1760 to the Iſles de Los 
on board the Peggy, Captain Cuthbert Davis, about 
140 or 150 tons; and another in 1767 to Grand 

Cape 
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Cape Mount, in the Sally, Captain George Evans, 1791. 
above 200 tons. The firſt voyage he remained be- 
tween ſeven and eight months on the coaſt, then a 
boy; the ſecond as carpenter, ſtaid more than ſix 
months. He was moſtly on ſhore three months to- 
gether in the firſt voyage; in the ſecond, for five or 
ſix weeks at a time. Repeated ill treatment was the 
occaſion of his being ſo long on ſhore, for having 
4 one in the trading ſhallop, he run away ; he went 
1 into the back country among the inhabitants for ſome 
\ time to conceal himſelf, and was up the rivers and 
5 inland together, upwards of between 300 and 400 
miles. 

Ihe natural productions of Africa are rice and 
yams in abundance, plantanes, bananas, and all 
other tropical fruits; plenty of camwood and ele- 
phants teeth, ſome tobacco, cultivated by natives 
who had been in England, but not yet ſkilfully 
cured, Great quantities of ſugar- cane, long pepper; 
a bark like cinnamon; cotton in abundance, and of- 
ten beautifully manufactured into cloth; a fine blue 
dye; beautiful woods for cabinet- makers; wax, 
ivory, palm-o1l, palm- wine, and Indian corn. 

The natives are hoſpitable and kind, and capable 
of learning quicker than white men. They differ as 
our own people in character, thoſe on the coaſt learn 
to be roguiſh; inland they are innocent. The in- 
; tercourſe with Europeans has improved them in 
5 roguery, to plunder and ſteal, and pick up one ano- 
1 ther to ſell. 

Slaves in Africa were never ill uſed by their own p. 16. 
people, but when bought by white traders they were 
4 uſed rather worſe there than when on board. 

He has ſeen both men and women cultivating the 
lands, but not often the women. 

When a ſhip arrives ſhe makes preſents to the 
traders, to encourage them to bring any perſon down 
to ſell as a ſlave, and they often pledge their own re- 
lations till they procure the ſlaves wanted, The 
black kings have told him, that they go to war on 

purpoſe 
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1791. purpoſe to get ſlaves, and he has ſeen the priſoners, 
www (the men bound, the women and children looſe) de- 


livered up to the white traders, or driven in gangs 
of two or three hundred for ſale to the water ſide, 
He has known them in gangs merauding and 
catching all they could. In the Galenas river he 
knew an inſtance of four blacks who took a man that 


had been to fell one or more ſlaves, plundered and 


ſtripped him naked, and brought him to the trading 
ſhallop and fold him. The people on board did not 
underſtand his language, nor imagine why he ſeemed 
ſo caſt down as they all are, but king Battou coming 
on board and knowing the man, inquired the cauſe 
of his being there as a ſlave ; he related the circum- 
ſtance z a guard of grumettas, with ſome of Towne's 
people, were ſent after the blacks to take them, but 
did not ſucceed, T hey could not make the man eat, 
not even by flogging; they then put him irons, and 
in a little time he died. He believes the ſlaves ſome- 
times become ſo for crimes, as murder, theft, and adul- 
tery; the the laſt, if properly proved, is often pu- 
niſhed with death. 5 

He has repeatedly heard both from the accuſed. 
and accuſers themſelves, and he believes it common 
on the coaſt, to impute crimes falſely for the ſake of 
having the accuſed perſon fold. One inſtance of a 
woman fold by her huſband for adultery, and 'whom 
he himſelf brought off to the boat, and from her la- 
mentations, and by her declaration, that ſhe knew 
not what ſhe was accuſed of, he thinks he has reaſon 
for imagining the crime imputed falſely. Mr. Mur- 
ray, formerly of Bance iſland, Mr. Wood, his partner; 
Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Power, being to the windward of 
Bance Iſland, all told him that it was not an uncom- 
mon thing to bring on palavers to make ſlaves, and 
he believes it trom the information of the ſlaves af- 


terwards when, brought down the country and put on 


board the ſhips. | 
Slaves are brought from the country very diſtant 


from the coalt, The king of Barra has 1 
| | im, 
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Rim, that on the arrival of a ſhip he has gone 300 1791. 
nw 


or 400 miles up the country with his guard; 

driven down 200 or 300 ſlaves to the ſea (ide. . From 
Marraba, king of the Mundingoes, he has heard that 
they had marched them out of the country more 
than 700 miles, that they had gone wood ranging to 
pick up every one they met with, whom they ſtrip- 
ped naked, and if men, bound; but if women, 
brought down looſe 4 this he had from themſelves, 
and alſo that they often went to war with the Ballam 
nation on purpoſe to get ſlaves. They boaſted that 
they ſhould ſoon have a fine parcel for the ſhallops, 
and the ſucceſs often anſwered, Þ * | 


He was onee preſent with part of the crew at an P. 18. 


expedition undertaken by the whites for the purpoſe of 
ſeizing negroes, and joined by other boats to receive 
thoſe they could catch. To prevent all alarm, they 
bound their months with oakum and handkerchiefs'; 
one woman ſhricked, and the men turned out in de- 
fence, He had then five tied in the boat, and the 
other boats were in readineſs to take in what more 
they could get; all his party were armed, and the 
men of the town purſued them with firſt a ſcarrering, 
and at length a general fire, and ſeveral of the men 
belonging to the boats, he has reaſon to believe, 
were killed, wounded, or taken, as he never heard 
of them afterwards, He was wounded himſelf. 


What became of the other boats, he knows not, for 


he knew nothing of the expedition, until ordered to 
take command of the boat, which though then he 
thought it a ſport, he was afterwards ſorry for having 
done. The ſlaves he had taken, were . fold at 
Charleſton, South Carolina. The natives had not 
previouſly committed any hoſtilities. againſt any of 
the ſhips, whoſe boats were concerned in this tranſ- 
action; they owed goods to the captain, for which 
he reſolved to obtain ſlaves at any rate. He has had 
ſeveral ſhipmates, who have themſelves rold: him, 
they have been concerned in ſimilar tranſactions, and 

Numb. 4. B have 
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1791. have made a boaſt of it, and who have been wound- 
4 ͤalſo. 


The Europeans endeavour to cheat the natives; 
they adulterate their liquors, and in buying and ſel- 
ling uſe different weights, to which they give the 
ſame appearance, by caſing a ſtone and a piece of 


P. 19. lead alike in braſs; he kept ſuch himſelf, and uſed 


P. 20. 


them in dealing for wax, tecth, &c. by order of his 
commanding officer, whom he has alſo repeatedly 
ſeen do it himſelf, 

The natives brought to the coaſt appear not to 
come on board willingly ; on the contrary, they come 
down with a guard, and are forced into the boats, 

When on board, they are always fettered with leg 
ſhackles and handcuffs, two and two, right and left, 
They lie in a crowded and cramped ſtate, having 
neither their length nor breadth, in a ſpace by no 
means ſufficient for their health; and ſuch is their 
ſuffocated ſtate below, that he has known them go 
down well, and in the morning be brought up dead. 
When they come on deck, they are all in a dew ſwear, 
from the tarpawlings being laid over the gratings in 
bad weather. The height between decks in the 
Peggy (tonnage 140 or 150, ſee p. 15 at the top) 
was about 4 feet, and in the Sally, 4 feet 4 or 5. 
The Peggy took on board about 230 negroes ; the 
boys room only had a platform: between 50 and 60 
of the cargo died. There were 25 ſcamen, he do- 
not recollect above 6 or 7 dying. | 

The Sally (better than 200 tons, p. 15, at top) had 
platforms in boys and womens rooms, and the aft part 
of mens. The cargo was nearly 400, of whom about 
60 died. The crew conſiſted of 40 men, of whom 
above 30 died. They were forced to get men from 
other ſhips on the coaſt ; out of 6 mates, not 1 lived, 

Something better than a pint of water, after they 
are fed, ſerved at twice, was the daily allowance of a 
ſlave; and after being fed in the afternoon, the boat- 
ſwain taking one, and the mate the other ſide of the 


-deck, they are made to dance, and flogged with a 
cat 
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cat if they do not. In fine weather they are brought 1791. 
on deck between eight and nine in the morning, and 


put down again at four, there to remain until next 


day. He has known them refuſe their food in con- P. 21. 


ſequence of being confined ; ill treated, to induce 
them to eat; they are flogged, and pur into irons 
ſeparately ; both their hands handcuffed, both legs 
ſhackled, a collar round their neck, with a chain, 
and often the thumb-ſcrew applied, to take the ſtub- 
bornneſs out of them. This was his taſk, and ſome- 
times, from their ill treatment, they attempted to 


jump overboard ; at others, have gone mad, and 


died in that ſituation. They often fall ſick, ſome- 
times owing to their crowded ſtate, but moſtly to 
greet, for being carried away from their country and 
riends, which being very well acquainted with their 
language, he knows from frequent inquiries into the 
circumſtances of their grievous complaints. He has 
known them attempt to riſe on board, and on in- 
quiry into the cauſe, has been aſked what buſineſs we 
had to carry them from their country; they had wives 
and children they wanted to be with. To check 
them, they are put ſingly into irons and flogged. 


He has known women with infants on board, two P. 21. 
particularly, who, when their infants died, grieved P. 22, 


after them, and died themſelves. Guinea captains 
ſeldom buy women with children, Has heard the 
ſlaves ſinging, but their ſongs were lamentations. A 
ſlave kidnapped or ſold, contrary to the cuſtom of 
the country, to the ſhips, cannot complain to the 
black traders on board, for theſe traders never ſee 
the main deck, nor even ſpeak to the women abaft, 
leſt they might make ſignals to riſe, When canoes 
come to the ſhip, no flave on the main deck can 


look over the ſhip's ſide; two officers ſtand with 


cats to prevent them, and this prevents their ſeeking 
releaſe. A barricado of great ſtrength, cuts off all 
intercourſe between perſons on the main deck and 
thoſe in the after part of the ſhip; the women and 
the men thus cannot fee one another, 


B 2 When 
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were put forward, which was conſidered the 


P. 23. 


F. 25 
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When ſick, in the veſſels he ſailed in, the 1 nc 
Ip's 
n and though ſometimes medicines are 24k 
and ſometimes forced down, they are in general but 
indifferently attended, ſo that they often die in their 
own filth. They are ſeldom long ſick before they 
die. Never ſaw one ſca ſick. Small attention, con- 
finement below, and the ſituation of being ſlaves, he 
ſuppoſes the cauſe of this rapid death of the ſick, 
He looks on their dying as partly due to want of at- 
tention ; in one inſtance there was no ſurgeon on 
board, | 
Mr. Towne has been in the Welt Indies; at Bar- 
badoes for near a year, in 1779 and 1580; in An- 
tigua for about 15 months, in 1780 and 1781; for 
2 months at St. Kitt's, in 1781; and a little while 
in Jamaica, in 1782, He was in many plantations 
at Barbadoes, particularly Mr. Gibſon's and Mr, 
Biſhop's; on Mr. Tyrrel's and Sir John Laforey's, 
at Antigua, and on ſhore at St. Kitts and Jamaica, 
Slaves are fold in the Weſt Indies ſometimes by 
vendue, ſometimes in lots; thoſe of the veſſels in 


which he was, were ſold to the beſt bidder, and ſome- 


times in lots; he never heard of any care taken to 
prevent the ſeparation of relations and friends. Re- 
fuſe ſlaves are ſuch as are ſickly from any cauſe ; 
they are often kept on board to fatten them for ſale, 
but if they do not recover, they are ſold then to any 
body, ſome even ſo low as a guinea, 

The ſlaves in the Weſt Indies work from four in 
the morning, till very late in the evening; if they 
come but a moment after their time, they are flog- 
ged with whips by the drivers, to whom they muſt 
come ready (tripped for their puniſhment, to ſave 
time. Some, though lame, are obliged ro work; if 
they complain, they are called lazy, and flogged by 
the driver. Has ſcen ſlaves laid down and ſtretched 
out to four ſtakes in the ground, and ſo receiving 40 
or 50 laſhes. He has ſeen them ſwang up to a crane, 


with weights at their feet to ſtretch them, ſo as to 
enlarge 


Arnica Townr, 


* 


enlarge the wounds of the whip; men and women 1791. 
alike. After flogging, they bring ebony ſwitches, wway 


full of thorns, and with theſe flog them again, to 
let out the bruiſed blood. To encreaſe the — 
they uſe a manner of whipping, which they call 
croſſing. They then pickle them, to keep flies from 
blowing, and maggots from Rong in their 
wounds. A jumper who goes from houſe to houſe 
for employment, inflicts theſe puniſhments at Bridge- 
town, Barbadoes, and St. John's, Antigua. In the 
plantations, a black called the boatſwain of the plan- 
tation inflicts them, under the manager's direction. 


The marks of former whippings he has alſo obſerv- P. 26. 


ed in a large proportion of the plantation ſlaves ; 
there are in general ſcarce any without a number of 
them, They are nearly as large as a man's finger 
above the ſkin. 

Mr. Biſhop told him, that in his plantation, at 
Speight's Town, in Barbadoes, they had not bought 
a Guinea negro for upwards of 40 years, and that 
by good uſage there were a great many more now 
there than then. Mr. Biſhop told him, the encreaſe 
was due to more having been born, than had died 
on his eſtate, Knows of no encouragement given 
to the marriage of ſlaves. 

Seamen are procured at Liverpool for the ſlave 
ſhips, by merchaats clerks, who intoxicate them in 
publick houſes, and fo get them on board. The 
32 alto get them in their debt, and if they re- 


uſe a Guineaman, ſend them to * the Guinea P. 27. 


captains are then informed, that if they want men, 
they may have ſo many, for paying theſe debts; and 


il then they agree to go, they are ſent on board, and 


never ſuffered to come out of the ſhip again; if not, 
they remain in a gaol on a yery ſcanty allowance; 
has known many inſtances himſelf. | 
On board the veſlels in which he failed, ſeamen 
were treated with the greateſt inhumanity, in the 
Peggy, captain Davis; for inſtance, they were ſo ſoon 
as when round the rock of Liverpool, brought to an 
allowance 
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P. 28. 
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allowance of four pound of bread per week; their 
cheſts were ſtaved and burnt, and themſelves turned 
out from lying below. If any murmured, they were 
inhumanely beaten with any thing that came in the 
way, or flogged, both legs put in irons, and chained 
ahaft to the pumps, and there made to work points 
and gaſkets. The captain, ashe paſſed by, repeat- 
edly kicked them, and if offended at any thing they 
faid, immediately called for a ſtick to beat them, and 
put their necks in an iron collar, with a chain, On 
the coaſt of Guinea, if not releaſed before their arri- 
val, they were made to row in boats back and for- 
ward, or any duty, in all their irons, and the chain 
locked to the boat, and at night, when returned to 
the ſhip, they were locked faſt to the open deck, ex- 
poſed to the heavy rain and dews, without any thing 
to lie on, or cover them. This was a common prac- 
tice, but he adds, that not any of them died in this 
fituation. | 

On board the Sally alſo, where the ill treatment 
was general, one of the ſeamen had both his legs in 
irons, a collar on his neck, and was chained to the 
boat for three months, and when he complained, was 
often beaten moſt inhumanly, by both the captain 
and other officers. He grew at length too weak to 
fit and row. He was then taken on board the ſhip, 
and made to pick oakum, with only three pound of 
bread per week, and one-half pound of ſalt beef per 
day; his legs remained in irons, but the collar was 
taken off the latter part of the time. One evening, 
on the Middle Paſſage, coming aft to beg for ſome- 
thing to cat, or he ſhould die, the captain inhuman— 
ly beat him, and then ordered him to go forward and 
die and be damned; the man diced that night, 

One Edward IIilton allo, being out in the boat 
watering, complained of being long without meat or 
drink, on which the boatſwain beat and cut his head 
with the tiiler. When he came on board all bloody, 
and was telling his ſtory to Mr. Towne, the mate 
(by the captain's order) with the ſurgeon and boat- 

ſwain, 
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ſwain, came forward, and beat him with canes (which 1791. 
they call ſerving out grog) the ſurgeon's cane ſtruck www 


his eye, which mortified, and was totally loſt. His 
legs, when unable to ſtand, were then put in irons, 
and next morning he was ſent in his irons, on the 
ſame duty in the boat, to which he was locked with 
a chain, until he was unable to remain any longer; 
he was then taken on board, and {till in irons, laid 
forwards, and by the ſurgeon's advice, his allowance 
was ſtopped. Hilton lying before the maſt almoſt 
dead, and Mr. Towne having received orders to go 
in the ſhallop to Jack River, when under weigh, the 
commander of the ſhallop was ordered. to bring to, 
ro take Hilton in, and to leave him on ſhore any 


where; he died early next morning. Two brothers, P. 29. 


William and John Walker, were equally ill uſed. 

The general proviſions of the crew were three 

ound of bread per week, and half a pound of ſalt 
beef per day. Water they had from the gun barrel, 
laſhed to the topmaſt croſs-trees, which every one 
was to take down for himſelf ; he was himſelf puniſh- 
ed for giving the barrel to another half way up. 

Captain Colly, on board the Hare Snow, (as he 
heard from the people of the ſhip at different times) 
killed his carpenter, carpenter's mate, cook, and 
another man, and when the crew complained of theſe 
murders in Virginia, they were not redreſſed, but 
ſent on board, or threatened with the cowſkin, 39 
laſhes, the general puniſhment of Guinea ſeamen, 
who are ſuppoled to offend. He has ſeen many 
ſhips, and always found the ſame treatment as in his 
own. 

Captain Scrogham, of the Lilly Snow, inſtead of 
complying with the requeſt of a ſick man, who came 
aft for ſomething to eat, ordered him to be imme- 
diately ſtripped, and ſeized to the main ſhrouds, 
with his feet clear of the deck; he then ſtrip 
him himſelf to the ſhirt, and flogged him ſeveral 


times with a cat, the man ſtill hanging by his hands; P. 30. 


when tired, he called on his officers to flog, but they 
refuſed, 


16 


Ar RICA. TowNt:; 


179t. refuſed, on which he made the men ſlaves come off 
wyw the main deck, and flog him until he was dead. 


The ſhip was then along-ſide the wharf of Charle- 
ſton, South Carolina, where ſome of the crew com- 
ing on ſhore with the ſurgeon and mate, who was the 
captain's brother, reported the murder; the corpſe 
being brought on ſhore next morning, Mr. Towne 
and many others, ſtopped and examined it, and had 
a coroner's inqueſt, which brought in a verdict of 
wilful murder, through the evidence of the ſurgeon 
and the captain's own brother. Lord Charles Mon- 
tague, the Governor, ſent officers on board to take, 
and confine the captain in gaol, which was accord- 
ingly done, but for want of evidence he was after- 
wards acquitted. _ 

He has ſeen ſailors apparently diſeaſed and diſ- 
abled, wandering about in the Weſt Indies, with fore 
legs, which is common in Guineamen, emaciated ; 
he has known them turned aſhore by the captains, 
and lie upon the beach and the wharfs, where many 
have died, as he has ſeen. They are called whar- 
fingers; none chuſe to employ them for their wretch- 
ed appearance, and thus they are left deſtitute of 
ſupport. He was himſelf thus left on ſhore, with- 
out money or friends, at Charleſton, South Carolina, 
with two others, who died. That theſe ſailors came 
from the ſlave ſhips he knows, from having inquir- 


ed); but without inquiry, they are eaſy to know, from 


the abject ſtate of their appearance. 

He has repeatedly known Guinea ſailors jump 
overboard, and even from ſhips he belonged to, on 
the Guinea coaſt, where ſharks abounded. Some 
have (ſucceeded in getting away, but on the offer of 
a large reward, which was afterwards charged againſt 
their wages, have been brought back by the natives, 
and immediately puniſhed inhumanly with irons, 
collar and chain, and locked as before to the boat, 
to row on the duties of the ſhip during the captain's 
pleaſure, with a very ſcanty allowance; he has never 

| known 


' 
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known ſailors jump overboard from any other than 
Guinea ſhips. | 

From the ill treatment he has ſeen, and the loſs 
of ſuch numbers on board, both the ſhips he belong- 
ed to, and was acquainted with, it is not his opinion 
that the African trade is a nurſery for ſeamen. He 
knows that the treatment of ſailors in the Weſt India 
trade, is not ſimilar to that in the African; they are 
not ſo hard worked; they live and lie well, and are 
always taken great care of by the captains. 


27 
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He aſſigns as a reaſon, for ſtaving and burning the P. 3a. 


ſeamens cheſts, that it was done to clear the ſhips 
for ſlaves; their contents, which were wearing ap- 
parel, if no bag was found to put them in, were of- 
ten thrown overboard, The ſeamen's bedding, as 


well as their cheſts, was thrown upon the deck, and 


none ſuffered to lie below but the captain and the 
mate; if caught below to ſleep, they were ſeverely 

uniſhed. This was the caſe of the ſhips he ſailed 
in, both during the outward and Middle Paſſage. 

The reaſon of his being left on ſhore at Charleſton 
was, the fear of returning to captain Evans, after 
having been refuſed to be taken on board by a king's 
ſhip, to which he, and the two others, had applied 
for in vain; redreſs of grievances againſt captain 
Evans, 

Being aſked whether he meant to aſſert, that what 
he has ſaid concerning Weſt India puniſhments, 
was the general practice, or only, that he has himſelf 
ſeen the circumſtances he has related, he anſwers, 
That he only meant to ſpeak to ſuch things as he 
was an eye-witneſs to, a number of times, | 


Witneſs examined—Mr. CLAxrox. 


Mr. Claxton ſailed in the Garland, Capt. Forbes, 
for Africa in 1788, as ſurgeon's mate, and there on 
Numb. 4. C \ the 
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1791. the Bonny Coaſt commenced ſurgeon to the Young 

Wony— [Jcro brig, Capt. Molyneux. 

P. 33. They had 250 ſlaves, of whom 132 died, chiefly 
of the flux; ſo crowded that they could only lie on 
their ſides, if they did otherwiſe, it created quarrels 
among them : they ſtowed ſo cloſe, that he could not 
go among them with his ſhoes without danger of 
hurting them. This crowded ſtate aggravated their 
ſufferings when ill, and tended to increaſe the diſ- 
order, It was impoſſible to treat them with the ne- 
ceſſary accommodations. The ſteerage and boys 
room inſufficient to receive the ſick, ſo greatly did 
the diſorder prevail, they were therefore obliged to 
place together thoſe that were and thoſe that were 
not diſeaſed, and in conſequence the diſeaſe and 
mortality ſpread more and more. The captain 4 
treated them with more tenderneſs than he has heard 
was uſual, but the men were not humane. Some of 
the moſt diſeaſed were obliged to be kept on deck, 
with a fail ſpread for them to lie on: this, in a little 
time, became nearly covered with blood and mucus, 

P. 34. which involuntarily iſſued from them, and therefore 
the ſailors, who had the diſagreeable taſk of cleaning 
the ſail, grew angry with the ſlaves, and uſed to beat 
them inhumanly with their hands, or with a cat. The 
ſlaves in conſequence grew fearful of committing this 
involuntary action, and when they perceived they 
had done it, would iminediately creep to the tubs, 
and there fit ſtraining with ſuch violence as to pro- 

duce a prolapſus ani, which could not be cured. The 
fame puniſhments were inflicted for the ſame cauſe on 
thoſe who were not quite fo 111, : 
Slaves, whole flux was accompanied with ſcurvy, 
and ſuch cedematous ſwellings of che legs as made 
it pain to move at all, were made to dance, as they 
call it, and whipped with a cat if they were re- 
Juctant, 
The ſlaves both when ll and well, were frequently 
forced to cat againſt their inclinations, Were whip- 


ped 
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ped with a cat if they refuſed, They uſed other 1791. 


means ſtill worſe, and too nauſeous to mention. 

The parts on which their ſhackles are faſtened are 
often excoriated by the violent exerciſe they are 
forced to take, and of this they made many grievous 
complaints to him. 

That ſlaves, when firſt brought on board, are com- 
monly dejected, he ſhews by an inſtance of nine 
purchaſed on his paſſage from Bonny to the Iſle of 
Bimbe, who were all very much dejected: one girl 
in paricular, clung to the neck of her ſeller, and 
though only ten or twelve years old, could not be 
comforted. She continued three or four days in 
that ſituation, The whole cargo appeared more or 
leſs afflicted on leaving their country. 


— 


Some had ſuch an averſion to leaving their native P. 35. 


laces, that they threw themſelves overboard, on an 
idea, that they ſhould get back to their own country. 
The captaia, in order to obviate this idea, cut off 
the heads of thoſe who died, intimating to them, 
that if determined to go, they muſt return without 
their heads. The ſlaves were accordingly brought 
up to witneſs the operation, one man excepted, who 
was at length, againſt his will, forced up, ſeeing, 
when on deck, the carpenter ſtanding with his hatchet 
up ready to ſtrike off the head, with a violent exertion, 
he got loole, and flying to the place where the nettings 
had been unlooſed, in order to empty the tubs, he 
darted himſelf overboard. The ſhip brought to, 
and a man was placed on the main chain to catch 
him, which he perceiving, dived under water, 
and riſing again at a diſtance from the ſhip, made 
ſigns, which words cannot deſcribe, expreſſive of 
his happineſs in eſcaping. He then went down, 
and was ſeen no more. A ſtrict watch over them 
was now kept, yet {till they found means to elude 
all precaution, One of the tubs being ſet near where 
the nettings were laſhed to the bulk-head, ſome of 


the ſlaves who had premeditated an eſcape, underP, 36, 


pretence of caſing themſelves, contrived, while fitting 
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on the tubs, to unlooſe the laſhing, ſo that two 


Wa actually threw themſelves overboard, and were loſt. 


A third was caught when three parts over. 

Once imagined an inſurrection was intended,— 
(See particulars.) 

They ſing, but not for their amuſement, The capt. 
ordered them to ſing, and they ſang ſongs of ſorrow. 
Their ſickneſs, fear of being-beaten, their hunger, 
and the memory of their country, &c. are the uſual 
ſubjects; he could even mention their words. They 
generally ſpeak the ſame language, but there was 
one man who ſpoke a language unknown to all the 
reſt, which made his condition very lamentable. He 
never took exerciſe but when compelled. His ſitua- 
tion (he believes) produced a ſtate of inſanity, and 
he died mad, | 

The ſlaves had not a ſufficient quantity of food, 
owing to the extraordinary length of the paſſage, 
which was fifteen weeks, At firſt they did not like 
their food, and would not eat, but when uſed to it, 
they would have eaten near twice as much as allowed 
them, 

A conſiderable number of ſlaves died in the early 
part of the voyage. After eight weeks at ſea, they 
had only got three days ſail from the place they had 
ſet out from. On examination, they did not find 
five weeks proviſion on board, Two nations being 
at war, they could not procure food from either. 
A Dutch ſhip ſupplied them with a little bread, and 
ſufficient water, The food, notwithſtanding the 
mortality, was ſo little, that if ten days more at fea, 
they ſhould, as the captain and others ſaid, have 
made the ſlaves walk the plank, that is, throw them- 
ſelves overboard, or have eaten thoſe ſlaves that died. 

Fell in with the Hero, Wilſon, which had loſt, he 
thinks, 360 ſlaves by death, he is certain more than 
half of her cargo: learnt this from the ſurgeon. 
They had died moſtly of the ſmall-pox. Surgeon 
alſo told him, that when removed from one place to 
another, they left marks of their ſkin and blood 

; | upon 
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upon the deck, and that it was the moſt horrid fight 1791. 
— 


he had ever ſcen. | 


They had on board about fifry boys and girls, butP. 38. 


without parents or other relations; there was one 
inſtance of two ſiſters, 

At Rumbie the natives apprehenſive that they were 
going to war with chem. Did not come off the 
coaſt for ſome time. Two canoes at lengrh ventured, 
and inquired if they were come to war or trade: 
being told to trade, with apparent caution they at- 
tempted to come on board, and aſked the captain if 
he had not two tongues. Captain aſſured them he 
would not hurt them, on which one of them ven- 
tured on board, declaring if the- captain killed him, 
thoſe in the canoes would kill the ſhip's crew. The 
reſt followed, and convinced that trade was the ſhip's 
object, deſired that two might ſtay to examine the 
goods; at the ſame time requiring two hoſtages, 
which was complied with, He knew another inſtance 


of the ſame kind. 


Whilſt lying off the Batteau iſlands he heard of P. 39. 


ſome Europeans being cut off a little before by the 
natives, and this from a perſon cloſe by at the time, 
ſo as to convince him of its truth. The terror of 
the natives on ſeeing the veſſel, leſt they ſhould de- 
ſtroy the iſland, afforded a proof of the fact. They 
were in arms all night, which obliged the crew alſo 
to arm. 

The natives have a particular pleaſure in bartering 
what they have for European goods of any kind. 

The flaves were ſold in the Welt Indies in an in- 
fectious (tate, and ſome that he believes were going 
to die, and accordingly out of 14 of this deſcription 
only 4 lived. He apprized the ſeller's agent of their 
danger, and his anſwer was, it would be beſt to diſ- 
= of them immediately; but ſuch as afforded 

opes of recovery, he deſired to have purchaſed for 

himſelf, which was done. 


Witneſs 


1 
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Witneſs examined—Licutenant Siupsox. 


1791, Mr. John Simpſon, lieutenant of marines, went 
WW out in his Majeſty's ſhip the Adventure, and was on 
P. 40. the coaſt chiefly from Settra Crue to Accra, in 1788 . 
and 1789. From what he ſaw, he believes the ſlave 1 
trade is the occaſion of wars among the natives. 3 
From thoſe of the windward coaſt he underſtood 
that the villages were always at war, and the black 
traders and others gave as a reaſon for it, that the 
kings wanted ſlaves. If a trading canoe along-ſide | 
the ſhip ſaw a larger canoe coming ffom a village 7 
they were at war with, they inſtantly fled, ſometimes 4 
without receiving the value of their goods. On 7 
inquiry, he learned their reaſon to be, that if taken 
they would have been made ſlaves. 
At C. Coaſt Caſtle, and other parts of the Gold 
Coaſt, he heard repeatedly from the black traders 
the ſlave-trade made wars and palavers. Mr. Quakoo, 
chaplain at C. Coaſt Caſtle, informed him, that wars 
were made in the interior parts for that ſole purpoſe. 
There are two crimes which ſeemed made on pur- 
pole to procure ſlaves, adultery and the removal of 
fetiches. As to adultery, he was warned againſt 
connecting himſelf with any woman not pointed out 
to him, for that the kings kept ſeveral who were 
fent out to allure the unwary, and that if found to 
be connected with theſe, he would be ſeized, and 
made to pay the price of a man- ſlave. As to fetiches, 
conſiſting of pieces of wood, old pitchers, kettles, 
&c. laid in the path ways, he was warned to avoid 
diſplacing them, for if he ſhould, the natives, who 
were on the watch, would ſeize him, and as before, 
exact the price of a man ſlave. Theſe baits are laid 
equally for natives as Europeans, but the former are ; 
better acquainted with the law, and conſequently þ 
more circumſpect. | * 
That 
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That the Europeans ſometimes fraudulently carry 1791. 
off the natives on that part of the Windward Coaſt wvV 


where there is no Engliſh factory, he believes. The 
repeated inquiries and diſinclination of the natives 
to come on board the ſhip, till convinced ſhe was 
not a ſlave-ſhip but a man of war, confirmed his 
opinion. When they were ſatisfied, they came on 
board readily, and in numbers. 

The natives ſometimes retaliate on the Europeans 
for ſuch injuries. From Albion ſlave ſhip, at Settra 
Crue, learnt, that two chiefs being at variance, one 
of them ſeizing five of the other's party, had fold 
them to the Albion, for which that party ſeized three 
of the Albion's ſeamen, and would not releaſe them 
without the ſlaves were returned. 


Believes if the flave-trade were aboliſhed, the P. 42. 


indolence of the natives is not ſuch as to prevent a 
commerce with them in their native produce; for to 
his repeated inquiries what they would do were it 
aboliſhed, the black traders anſwered, they did not 
care, they ſhould ſoon find ſome other trade to 
live by. 

Convinced the treatment of ſcamen on board 
Guinea ſhips is very bad. When at Fort Apollonia, 
the Adventurer's boat was hailed by ſome ſeamen of 
the Fiy Guineaman, begging ro be taken in the man 
of war, for their treat nent made their lives miſerable, 
The boat was accordingly ſent to the Fly by captain 
Parry, and one or two men brought on board. The 
Albion at another time, unable to avoid the Adven- 
ture, (which ſhe tried to do) ſpoke to her, and the 
captain brought a ſeaman on board, whom he wiſhed 
to Jeave, complatning he was riotous and diſorderly. 
The man, in evciy initance, proved the reverſe, and 
from him he learned that he had been half ſtarved and 
cruelly beaten, both by captain and ſurgeon, who 
negletted the ſeamen, ſaying he was only paid for 
airending the ſlaves. Alſo learned their allowance 
was increaſed, and their treatment better, when in 


ſiglit of a man of war; which was confirmed to _ 
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by another man from a ſlave ſhip, who had been left 
behind with a ſhockingly ulcerated leg, and recited 
various inſtances of ill treatment he had received. 
The Adventure's boat having been ſent to Anamaboo 
to the Spy Guineaman, returned with three men con- 
cealed under her fail, who fled from the ſlave ſhip, 
where they complained their treatment had made 
their lives miſerable, beaten and half ſtarved. Be- 
ſides theſe there were other inſtances not remem- 
bered. | 

He never heard any complaints from Weſt India- 
men, or other merchant ſhips: on the contrary, they 
wiſhed to avoid a man of war; whereas if the Adven- 
ture had taken all who complained and offered them- 
ſelves from the Guineamen, it muſt have greatly 
diſtreſſed the trade. 

Has been in Barbadoes and Jamaica. When firſt 
at Bridgetown, his impreſſion as to the treatment of 
ſlaves by their general appearance was trivial, they 
were natives, houſhold ſervants, and their labour 
very light ; but was impreſſed with the utmoſt horror 
on ſeeing the field ſlaves, ſome working in irons, 
under the laſh of an inhuman negro driver, and their 
backs in general lacerated by his blows, He never ſaw 
a gang without one or two of theſe tormentors, ſnap- 

ing their whips, and threatening to make them 
eel them. 

When at Cape Coaſt he ſaw ſlaves brought from 
the interior country, who were bought, he believes, 
by the then Governor, Mr. Norris. He examined 
them, and they appeared much concerned at coming 
into the hands of Europeans, Dejection and deſpair 
were ſtrongly painted on their countenances. When 
at Bridgetown, he ſaw in the poor-houſe 18 or 20 
ſeamen, from different ſlave ſhips. They related va- 
rious inſtances of the barbaritics of their late com- 
manders, who had left them behind without any 
means of getting home. They ſeemed very much 


_ emaciated, and ſome of them ulccrated and in a 


condition in which they ſaid neither Welt Indiamen 
nor 


N 
F 


1765, and in America from 1765 to 1778: in the 
medical line in both. | 

He had every poſſible opportunity of knowing the 
ſituation of the ſlaves, ſeeing them in ſickneſs, in 
health, and often puniſhed. Has been on ſeveral 
ſugar works in different parts of Jamaica, at all 
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nor men of war would receive them. They had not 1791. 
only been beaten but nearly ſtarved. — 
—ͤ — . (H — ; 
| | 15 
Witneſs examined Doctor HARRITISo, M. D. 
He was above 10 years in Jamaica, from 1755 n 
44. 


ſeaſons, for two or three weeks, ſometimes only aP. 45. 


few days. 

The field ſlaves have land enough for their ſupport, 
had they time to cultivate it. They had no other 
food allowed on the eſtates he was on, except ſalt 
proviſions at Chriſtmas. New negroes were allowed 
a year's proviſions, that is, till they had cultivated 
their land. They had only holidays and Sundays to 
work it, which was not ſufficient, for they muſt work 
their grounds after dark. Saturday afternoon was 
not allowed them on any eſtate he knew. They 
looked much better than one could expect conſider- 
ing their ſevere treatment, bur, in general very in- 
different. Believes on all eſtates ſaves often plunder 
other's proviſion grounds for ſupport. In the firſt 
inſtance he knew of this, a ſlave was cut nearly all 


to pieces for it; but after he knew the eſtates better, P. 46, 


he heard and knew it to be frequent. 

Not the leaſt attention is paid to the religious 
inſtruction of the ſlaves. 

They were very badly lodged, and had no clothes 
but what they get by their own extra labour, except 
at Chriſtmas, 2 frocks and 2 pair Oſnaburgh trowſers 
for the men, and 2 coats and 2 ſhifts for the women, 
and ſome had 2 handkerchiefs for the head. In 
general, their maſters give them no bedding ai all. 

Numb, 4. D Some 
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1791. Some new negroes have a few blankets, but not 
— generally. 

They were not married, nor encouraged to bring 
up families; the univerſal opinion being, that it was 
better and cheaper to buy than to breed. Humane 
overſeers allowed complaining pregnant women to ; 
retire from work; but he has ſeen them labouring 1 
in the field, when they ſeemed to have but a few * 
weeks to go. They were generally worked as long | 
as they were able. 

p Does not think proper attention was paid to the 
47 children. Thinks the labour he ſaw pregnant women 
doing, muſt, at ſome times, have injured them. 

Old ſlaves, paſt labour, if they had no friends to 
give them neceſſaries, muſt have wanted every thing. 
Has ſeen a number of thoſe objects on different 
eſtates, 

They uſally work from ſun-riſe to ſun-ſet ; ſome- 
times 13 or 14 hours, including 2 hours for dinner. 
In crop they work night and day, without ceſſation, 

Graſs-picking, when he ſaw it, was always extra 
work, and, on ſome eſtates, was a cruel hardſhip. 

He has always ſeen the driver with a whip in his 
hand, and ſometimes exerciſing it ſeverely. 

The plantation puniſhments are ſevere whippings, 
chaining: them by the neck and leg, putting heavy 
iron boots on their legs, and iron pothooks on their 
necks, and putting them in the ſtocks. He has 
often ſeen theſe puniſhments inflicted with what he 

P. 48. thought capricious or ſeverity. On an eſtate, at 
Liguanea, he ſaw the overſeer whip ſeveral old, 
decrepid women very ſeverely, only Ge not picking 
cotton enough, Has often ſeen negroes in chains, 
half famiſhed, and ſcarcely able to walk, compelled 
to go into the field. 

At Kingſton the negroes were flogged in the gaol, 
round the town, and on the wharfs. He thought 
the whippings in gaol, and round the town, too 
ſevere to be inflicted on any of the human ſpecies. 


He attended a man, who had been flogged in * 
ve 
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five or ſix weeks before he was well. It was by his 1791. 
maſter's order, for not coming when he was called, www 


He could lay two or three fingers in the wounds 
from the whip. Knows of many ſimilar inſtances, 
The gaol and wharf whippings were by order of 
the maſters or miſtreſſes, ſometimes by the magiſ- 
trate, but generally the magiſtrate orders whipping 
round the town. The puniſhments of ſoldiers (which 
he has very often witneſfed) were generally mild, 
compared to the whipping of ſlaves in gaol or round 
the town. | 

Never knew ſlaves had any legal protection. The 
only protection they had, was from their maſters 
againſt any indifferent perſon. Formed this opinion 
from a multitude of unredreſſed violences. Amon 
others, a negro was flogged to death, by order of her 
miſtreſs, who ſtood by to ſee the puniſhment. The 
negro died a few days after, -A negro man was put 
on the picket ſo long as to cauſe a mortificarion of 
his foot and hand, on ſuſpicion of robbing his maſter, 
a publick officer, of a ſum of money, which it after- 
terwards appeared, the maſter had taken himſelf. 
Yet the maſter was privy to the puniſhment, and the 
ſlave had no compenſation, He was puniſhed by 
order of the maſter, who did not then chuſe to make 
it known that he himſelf had made uſe of the money. 


Neither the miſtreſs nor maſter were proſecuted for P. 49, 


theſe acts. 

A gentleman offended at a negro, named Monday, 
for mimicking him, bought him. After buying 
him, he ordered him to be flogged; the conſequence 
was, that Monday cut his own throat. 


He thinks the abilities of the negroes equal to our P. 50. 


own, and their diſpoſitions much the ſame. The 
free negroes are as induſtrious as the whites, and he 
thinks ſlavery cauſes the unwillingneſs of the others. 
In general, ſlaves are not ſo good mechanicks as 
whites, which he attributes to the ſame cauſe. Many 
tree negroes are very good mechanicks, 
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He has often heard ſlaves lament their unfortu- 


nate ſituation. A negro man once aſked him, whe- 
ther the old gentlemen of the country had not much 
to anſwer for, for not teaching them Chriſtianity, 
and for treating them ſo cruelly as they did, not 
allowing them to obtain their own freedom when 


they merited it. 


. 


P. 52. 


A negro boy of his, deteſted ſlavery ſo much, that 
he refuilcd all ſupport, which brought on a dropſy 
that killed him. Another negro, who had been a 
great man in his own country, refuſed to work for 
any white man, and being therefore puniſhed by 
the overſeer, deſired him to tell his maſter, that he 
would be a flave to no man. His maſter ordered 
him to be 1emoved to another eſtate. His hands 
were ted behind him, and in going over a bridge he 
jumped into the water, and appeared no more. "Theſe 


are two facts of Dr, Harriſon's own knowledge, out 


of a great many which he cannot now recollect. 

A flave of his told him ſhe had been kidnapped, 
by being put in a bag. A man who was kidnapped 
told him he was a great many months in mas, 
to the ſea, that there was a trafick tor ſlaves to ſe 
to rhe whites, even beyond his country, and that 
kidnapping was common there, | 

Sales of the ſlaves of diſtreſſed proprietors were 
frequent over all the iſland, when families were of- 
ten ſeparated. | He bought a negro woman and child 
out of compaſſion, that ſhe might not be taken from 
her huſband. When negroes are ſeized for debr, 
the marſhal takes them as he can find them, which 
generally leaves a part of the family on the eſtate: 
though when he chances to ſeize a whole family, 


he has known them put all up in one lot; but gene- 


rally part only of a family was fo ſeized, 
le has heard ſeveral overſcers lay, the plough 
would ſave a great deal of negro-labour, and lament 
it was not uſcd. 
General opinion favoured thoſe overſcers who made 
molt ſugar, with little or no reſpect to lenity ; but he 
| | knew 
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knew one overſeer, remarkable for humanity, who 1791. 
made more ſugar with fewer hands than others did www 


with more. In his opinion, were ſlaves more en- 
couraged and more humanely treated, they would do 
much more work. 

Slaves were certainly worſe treated when their 
maſters were embarraſſed; for their diſtreſſes ob- 
liged them to work their ſlaves beyond their ſtrength, 
to make ſugars to pay their debts. 

The planter's reſidence was of the greateſt ad- 
vantage to his ſlaves. They were always the bet- 
ter uſed for it in every reſpect. It was the ge- 
neral opinion, that the conduct of attornies was often 
inconſiſtent with the intereſt of non-reſidents, and 
in many caſes very injurious to them. 

It is well known there, that negro women have 
no ſecurity againſt violation, unleſs their maſters 


chooſe to protect them. 


He never thought free negroes ſufficiently pro- 
tected againſt injuries from whites ; becauſe their 
oaths were not allowed, except in caſes of debt. 


In the outſkirts of Kingſton, he has always ſeen ſe- P. 53. 


veral emaciated and diſeaſed ſailors, who were left on 
ſhore by maſters of Guineamen, 

The Jamaica ſlaves were generally treated very ill, 
and only individuals treated them well, In South 
Carolina, the ſlaves were in gencral treated very well, 
and only individuals treated them ill. In S. Caro- 
lina, they were well fed, well clothed, leſs worked, 
and never ſeverely whipped. In Jamaica they were 
badly fed, indifferently clothed, hard worked, and 
ſeverely whipped. In S. Carolina, the negroes la- 
boured by taſk-work, which was often finiſhed by 
three or four P. M. which enabled them to work 
their grounds, and to hunt and fiſh for themſclves. 
He never ſaw a driver with a whip, for generally 
there was no occaſion for it, as they worked by taſk. 

In Doctor Harriſon's opinion, as a medical man, 
the climate of Jamaica is more favourable to the in- 
creale of ſlaves thag that of Carolina, notwithſtand- 

ing 
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ing which diſadvantage, Carolina increaſed in ſlaves, 


Wyn while thoſe in Jamaica decreaſed. Sufficient atten- 
tion was not paid to the rearing of negro children 


even in Carolina, becauſe they were of opinion it was 
cheaper to buy new negroes than to rear children, 


—_ 1. 


Witneſs Examined, Doctor JAcksox, Phyſician, 
Stockton- upon-Tees. 


Went to Jamaica in 1774, reſided there four years, 
chiefly at Savannah-la-Mar, where he practiſed me- 
dicine; his profeſſion led him daily, eight, ten, or 
more miles into the country ; has occaſionally been, 
for a ſhort time, at moſt parts of the iſland. 

On his arrival found the condition of negroes hard, 

and their treatment cruel, 
Firſt thing that ſhocked him was, a creole lady (of 
ſome conſequence) ſuperintending the puniſhment of 
her ſlaves, male and female; ordering the number of 
laſhes, and with her own hands flogging the negro 
driver, if he did not puniſh properly. 

Though this the only inſtance he ſaw, believes it 
not uncommon for women of rank thus to ſuper- 
intend puniſhments of their ſlaves (p. 55): they 
were not worle received in ſociety for it; it might be 
laid, ** ſuch a one is a termagant,” but ſhe was not 
for that leſs reſpected ; it was indeed thought ne- 
ceſſary for an induſtrious wife to be rigid in the pu- 
niſhment of her ſlaves, 

The puniſhment ſeemed to him very ſevere, blood 
flowed at every ſtroke, and if the allotted quantum 
could not, without danger to life, be given at once, 
the negro was put into the ſtocks for ſome days, and 
when a little recruited, received the reſt of his 
logging. 

As to mode of puniſhing, in ſome caſes the offender 
was ticd and ſtood upright; in others more ſevere, 
was ſtretched between tour ſtakes, ſo tight that ” 

cou 
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could not ſhrink or move; the whip, like what our 1791. 


waggoners uſe, was thrown at the diſtance of three wyw 


or four paces, which of courſe greatly increaſed the 
weight of the laſhes: for women too far advanced in 
pregnancy to be ſtretched flat on the ground, a hole 
was dug in the earth to receive their bellies ; this 
laſt he never ſaw, but 1s as certain of it, as one can 
be, of a fact he has not ſeen. 

Thinks ſevere whippings ſometimes occaſion ſlave's 
death: recollects a negro dying under the laſh, or 
very ſoon after; it was generally ſaid the negro was 


killed by it; no attempt to bring the perſon to P. 56. 


juſtice : people ſaid it was an untortunate thing; 
were ſurprized the man was not more cautious, as it 
was not the firſt thing of the kind that had happened 
to him; but chiefly dwelt upon the proprietor's loſs. 

Has ſeen ſlaves with a leg cut off, for running 
away, he was told: law there allows owners to do 


ſo. Has heard of negroes caſtrated for treſpaſs on 


overſeer's black miſtreſs, of which act no account 
was taken, 

Never knew a negro complain to a magiſtrate of 
his maſter: it was underſtood he could not have 
legal redreſs, or if ſo, negroes were ignorant of it. 

In general, no attention paid to the religious in- 
ſtruction of ſlaves. In the diſtrict where he lived, 
the church was never opened but for a company of 
ſoldiers quartered there; nor to introduce marriage 
among them. Negro men cohabited where they 


pleaſed. White men had unreſtrained intercourſe P. 57. 


with plantation females. 


Negroes were generally eſteemed a ſpecies of in- 


feriour beings, whom the right of purchaſe gave 
the owner a power of uſing at his will. 

After much knowledge of them, he could not per- 
ceive them at all inferiour to unlettered white men 
in capacity, As to diſpoſition, they poſſeſs many 


- amiable qualities. They are charitable to all in diſ- 


treſs; parents ſtrongly attached to their children 


and many have given ſtrongeſt proofs of ra_ 
an 
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and attachment to their maſters. To mention one 
inſtance of this; during the American war, in the 
action at the Cow Pan, a negro who was attached to 
him, had eſcaped with the fugitives of the army to 
a diſtance of two or three miles; when, hearing from 
ſome ſoldiers that his maſter had been ſeen unhorſed, 
he returned to the field to ſearch for him, and fell 
into the hands of the enemy. 

They otten complain they are an oppreſſed people; 
that they ſuffer in this world, but expect happineſs in 
the next, whilſt they denounce the vengeance of 
God on the white men their oppreſſors: if you ſpeak 
to them of future puniſhments they ſay, © Why 
« ſhould a poor negro be puniſhed: he does no 
% wrong; fiery cauldrons, and ſuch things, are re- 
* ſerved for white people, as puniſhments tor the op- 
e preſſion of ſlaves.” 

Were ſlaves well uſed he cannot conceive why they 
ſhould not keep up their numbers: they are naturally 
prolifick, and the iſlands are in general congenial to 
their conſtitutions, 

The buying ſyſtem was generally preferred. Sup- 
poſes, they are frequently loſt, from mothers being 
forced to work while nurſes, as at other times, and ſo 
becoming indifferent to rearing their children; not 
that they want parental affection, but hard uſage, 
and the idea of rearing children ſubject to cruel treat- 
ment, leads them to wiſh their offspring may fail, 
Has heard them wiſh them dead, or that they had 
never been born, rather than be forced to ſee them 
daily puniſhed : hence alſo they are ſuppoſed to pro- 
cure abortion, to which motive may be added, a tear 
in ſuch as are handſome, to diminiſh their charms in 
the eyes of white men. | 

Slaves whoſe owners are in embarraſſed circum- 
ſtances are ill clothed, hard worked, and poorly fed. 

In general, he conſiders the hardſhip of negro field 
labour to be more in the mode, than in the quantity 
done. A white man in England would, doubtleſs, 


though not ſuperiour in {lrength, do with eaſe the 
work 
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work of three negroes in the Weſt Indies; becauſe 1791. 
the ſlave ſeeing no end to his labour, ſtands over the www 
work, and only throws the hoe to avoid the laſh, he P. 59. 


appears to work without actually working. 

A planter's intereſt well underſtood, would doubt- 
leſs prevent his wearing out his ſlaves by exceſſive 
labour; but, there are few in circumſtances to at- 
tend to this: they look to the immediate returns of 
the ſeaſon only; the other is a view too diſtant for 
the moſt of them. Fs 

The ſlaves of reſident owners are generally better 
ſatisfied than thoſe of abſentees. 

The criterion of a manager's merit ſeemed to be the 
increaſing the number of hhds of ſugar; keeping up 
the ſtock of ſlaves by breeding, was not the thing 
principally looked to. | 

Managers have almoſt always ſlaves of their own. 


Field ſlaves have land given them, ſufficient if in P. 60. 


good culture, for their ſubſiſtence, and ſomething 
over to carry to market. Many are allowed to keep 
a breeding ſow, or ſome poultry ; in general they 
have no other property. 

As a medical man, is of opinion that white arti- 
ficers may, and actually do, work at their trade in 
the Weſt Indies; that Europeans are, with proper 
. caution, equal to the ordinary field labour, without 
any material injury to health; he knows from per- 
ſonal experience, they may ſafely walk 20, 30, or 
more miles a day. 

The mortality among the troops may be aſcribed 
more to want of diſcipline, encampments on un- 
healthy ſpots, immoderate uſe of ſpirituous liquors, 
and perhaps detects in the medical department, than 
to climate. 

Dd not perceive any great defect in the medical 
treatment of ſlaves, every eſtate being provided with 


a medical perſon who viſits the negro hoſpital at P. 61. 


ſtated times in the weck, and in extraordinary caſes 


gives immediate attendance when called. 
Numb. 4. E. The 
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The manager viſiting the ſick along with the ſur- 


ww peon, from his firſt entering as a book kecper, w_ 


P. 62. 


comes equal to the treatment of ſlight complaints: 1 
general there is a ſlave on each eſtate who can 15 
blood, and do other common things. 

Superanuated ſlaves who have no relations, are, 


he believes, often placed at the corner of a corn field, 


and have a few plantanes weekly to keep them from 
dying with hunger; ſuch of them as he has ſeen, 
were, dirty and emaciated to the laſt degree. 

What ſlaves have occaſion to carry, they bear on 
their heads, and can carry great weight in this way. 
Runaways are brought back by the Maroons. 

Has been in America: joined his regiment (71ſt) 
in 1778, at York Iſland, accompanied it to Savannah 
traverſed all the ſouthern provinces with the army to 
York-Town, Virginia; on its ſurrender, paſſed 
through Maryland, Pennſylvania, and Jerſey, to 
New-York. The negroes of America appeared to 
great advantage compared with thoſe of Jamaica; 
their ideas were more expanded, and their bodily 
exertions greater. 

Thrice more domeſticks are kept in Jamaica than 
would be in England for the ſame work. 


— — — —— — — 
Witneſs Examined, Capt. RoßkRT Ross. 


Captain Robert Roſs was from 1762 to 1786 in 
Jamaica. For three ycars and a half he was book- 
keeper then on Mr. Dawkin's eſtate; he was in ſuc- 
ceſſion overſcer on Mr. Morant's, Lord Dudley's, 
Dr. Roſs's, and Mr. M Lellan's; he then com- 
manded a company of rangers for fix years , ſettled 
a property of his own in 1775 ; reſided on it from 
1781 to 1786, when he came home. 

Firſt impreſſion on ſecing the treatment of ſlaves 
was, that they were cruclly treated, and that they 
might 
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might do their maſters work with leſs ſeverity, and 


without the whip. 


Has ſeen a negro woman flogged with ebony 
buſhes, ſo that the ſkin of her back was taken off 
down to her heels; ſhe was then turned round and 
flogged from her breaſt down to her waiſt, and in 
conſequence he ſaw her afterwards walking upon all- 
four, and unable to get up. He alſo ſaw a negro man 
tied up by the wriſts, naked, picketted and flogged 
with two whips; driver ſtopped for ſome minutes 
and then began again. The puniſhment might laft 
an hour and a halt, and was not by order of a ma- 
giſtrate, but privately by the overſeer. At Kingſton 
law a negro flogged by his maſter with a two inch 
rope, from his neck to the waiſtband, ſo that his 
back and body roſe in lumps as big as a man's fin- 
ger. He has ſeen ſeveral ſo ſeverely flogged as to 
be diſabled from working for days, and even weeks 
after. | 
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Was acquainted with a maſter who cut off the P. 64. 


ears of a ſlave running away, and acknowledged the 
fact to him. Saw the ſlave both before and after; 
and ſeveral others he has alſo ſeen with one ear cut 
off. He has known often ſeverity of puniſhment, 
with bad care afterwards, occaſion the death of ne- 
roes. 

: Law limits number of laſhes to be given in private 
puniſhment to 39, but has known negroes receive 
200 at a time by order of overſeers, where the law 
would only give 39. Never knew an overſeer pu- 
niſhed for inflicting them. 

Is ſure they were inflicted by overſeers for crimes 
which the law upon conviction would not have pu- 
niſhed with death. 

It is underſtood if a flave apphed to a magiſtrate 
he could get redreſs far exceſſive puniſhment, or wan- 
ton cruelty on the part of his maſter or other white 
perſon. In towns he has frequently known them 
apply, but not in the country. 


E 2 General 
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1791. General mode of puniſhing ſlaves in the towns is 
wyes by ſending them to wharfs or workhoulſes, where they 
P. 65. are puniſhed at the will of their owners. In towns 
1 where the magiſtrate was nigh at hand, underſtands 
[i they gave redreſs to the ſlaves who applicd as before 
[| for it. 
| For ſome years he reſided near-the town, but not 


in any of them, and in that period he has known 1 
many inſtances of ſeverity. Numbers carried to the 
wharfs at various times. | 7 


Inſtances of extreme ſeverity already ſtated were all 4 
at that time practiſed in the country. Generality of | 
the field- negroes in every place were more or leſs 
marked with the whip. 

Has known many negroes on their firſt arrival, finding 
themſelves to be ſlaves, deſtroy themſelves ; and ſome 
alſo on ſeeing their fellow-creatures puniſhed, They 
often run away too for fear of the whip, and of be- b 
ing flogged for neglect of duty. The overſeers are q 
frequently turned out of place for overwhipping, 4 
when complaint is made to the maſter or magiſt rate, 1 
and therefore the overſeers are now more lenient in } 
their puniſhments than formerly. 

Overſeers alſo are more attentive now to keeping 
up the ſtock of ſlaves by breeding than formerly. Þ 

P. 66. Except Lord Dudley's eſtate, he knows of none 1 
which were not obliged to buy ſlaves. 4 

There has been a conſiderable increaſe of ſlaves 
on the eſtate bf Meſſrs. Muir and Atkinſon, and on 
Mr. Malcolm's eſtate, where the overſcers have 
taken great care of the ſlaves both old and young, 
and ſtudied conſtantly to promote their maſter's inte- 
reſt, Theſe the only inſtances of the kind he knows. 

A negro can have no redreſs for puniſhment trom 
a magiſtrate, What induced him to ſay that a ſlave 
could obtain legal redreſs was, that a negro who was 
flogged at the'wharf at Kingſton, and afterwards was 
ſo beaten about the head, that his eye was knocked 
out, and lay upon his cheek, ſaid that he would go 
ſhew his eye to Mr. French, who kept a negro 9 5 

an 
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and had therefore a great attachment to ſlaves; but 1791. 
as to having redreſs from Mr. French as a magiſtrate, www 
he never underſtood he had any. 
Does not know if the perſon who beat out the 
flave's eye was his owner or only one hired by him. 
A dozen white perſons were preſent at the time. 
Does not know that the man was ever cailed to anP. 67. 
account for 1t. | 
There is a law in Jamaica forbidding owners at 
one time and for one crime, to give more than 39 
laſhes to a ſlave, and if jufficient evidence were pro- 
duced he has no doubt that the tranigreſſor might be 
called to an account by a magiſtrate, but the evi- 
dence of a negro is not good againſt a white man. 
He has ſeen overſeers give above 200 laſhes, and 
afterwards flog ſlaves about the head and ſhoulders 
with a cow ſkin ; he never heard of one being called 
to account for 1t before a magiſtrate. 
He ſaw Mr. John Shackle a magiſtrate in Jamaica 
flog a negro three times in one day; at breakfaſt 
time; dinner time; and at fix in the evening. The 
negro was in the ſtocks between the floggings. No 
publick notice was taken of it. 
As to perſons commonly reputed to have mur- 
dered negrocs | 


. » « * * * . 
* — * * » * * 
* * „ ” * * * 


he had hanged a negro on a poſt cloſe to his houſe, p. 68. 
and in three years deſtroyed 40 out of 60 by ſeverity. 
* 5 * * * 


* * 
* 8 * * * * . $% * 
* * * * * * * 


He has known ſlaves ſeverely puniſhed, then put 
into the ſtocks, a cattle chain of 60 lb. or 70 lb. 
weight put on them, and a large collar about their 
necks, and a weight of 56 lb. faſtened to the chain 


when they were drove aficld. They otten die in a few 


days of their ſevere puniſhments, tor having but little 
, 
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food, and little care, to keep the ſores clear after the 


wy whipping, their death is often the conſequence. 


P. 69. 


P. 69. 


P. JO. 


Has known negroes flogged as unwilling to work, 
who were in fact ſick and unable to work, they could 
not work for many weeks after, and the cauſe was 
often want of food. 

W here there are many negroes the work muſt be 
lighter, but it depends on the lenity of overſcers. 

Bought 59 African negroes, but was never forced 
to buy any one he did not like, with a view of not 
ſeparating relatives. 


* ——— L22:2oar' — 


Witneſs Examined, —Mr. Henry Cook, of Settle, 
Yorkſhire, Gent. 


Was in Jamaica 15 years, ending 1774, as a mill- 
wright, chiefly in Weſtmoreland, but did buſineſs in 
three other pariſhes, 

After he had been near 18 months there, he had 
16 or 20 ſlaves under his direction, Had about 20 
of his own, whom he made mill-wrights and car- 
penters, among Mr. Beckford's negroes. After they 
learnt their buſineſs, he became partner with one 
David Thomas, who ſuperintended his Mr, (Coor's) 
ſlaves, with a tew of his own. 

Had great opportunities of obſerving field-ne- 
pow treatment: was on ſeveral eſtates daily, and 

ad people conſtantly working there. Generally 
breakfalted, and often dined with overſeers, and ſaw 
all their actions as much as any man poſſibly could. 
Overſeers ſetting ſlaves to work, in the morning, 
was moſtly attended with loud peels of whipping. 
Obſerved when overſeers came early to the field, 
ſlaves who came afterwards were ſure of whipping 
over the clothes. Breeches for the men, and petticoats 
for the women, generally of coarſe linen. In this 
caſe, a few ſteps before they join the gang, they, 
throw down the hoe, clap both hands on their _— 
an 
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and patiently take 10 to 15, or 20 laſhes: but thoſe 1791. 
who could not ſtand without ſhrinking, were ſure to 


be ſtretched on the ground, or held by four of their 
fellows, till they had received their compliment, 
This light whipping, as it is generally called, is car- 
ried on, more or leſs, all day. In a gang of about 100, 
are generally four or five black drivers, with each a 
whip; and in moſt fields, one or two white drivers who 


have only ſticks to lean on, while they ſtand along 


the line, and direct the black drivers to touch up thoſe 
they think remiſs. About eight o'clock the over- 
ſeer goes to breakfaſt, and if he has any criminals at 
home, he orders a black driver to follow him ; for 
it is then uſual to take ſuch out of the ſtocks, and flog 
them before the overſeer's houſe. The method ge- 
nerally is this: the delinquent is {tripped and tied on 
a ladder, his legs to the ſides, and his arms above 
his head, and, ſometimes a rope is tied round his 
middle, T he driver whips him on the bare ſkin, and 
if the overſeer thinks he does not lay it on hard 
enough, he ſometimes knocks him down, with his 
own hand, or makes him change places with the de- 
linquent, and be ſeverely whipped. Has known 
many receive on the ladder, from 100 to 150 laſhes, 
and ſome two cool hundreds, as they are generally 
called. Has known many returned to confinement, 
and, in 1, 2, or three days, brought to the ladder, 
and receive the ſame complement, or thereabouts, 
as before. They ſeldom take them off the ladder, 
until all the ſkin, from the hams to the ſmall of the 
back, appears only raw fleſh and blood, and then 
they walh the parts with ſalt pickle. This appeared 
to him, from the convullions it occaſioned, more 
cruel than the whipping; but was done to prevent 
mortification, Has known many, after ſuch whip- 
ping, ſent to the field, under a guard, and worked 
all day, with no food but what their friends might 
give them, out of their own poor pittance. He has 
known them returned to the ſtocks at night, and 
worked next day, ſucceſſively, This . cruel whip- 


ping, 
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ping, hard working, and ſtarving, has, to his k now- 


wy> ledge, made many commit ſuicide. Remembers 14 


P. 72. 


ſlaves, who, from bad treatment, rebelled on a Sun- 
day, ran into the woods, and all cut their throats to- 
gether. He. could relate ſeveral other inſtances, 
(p. 74.) He has been often a juryman in ſuck caſes, 
and remembers no other verdict given that * Felo 
de fe,” and except once, never knew it oppoſed, 
and that was a ſlave on William's Field eſtate, who 
was whipped by order of the overleer, and after- 
wards beaten by him moſt inhumanly with a ſtaff 
over his head. The negro told him he had broke 
his arm, which he held up to ward off the blow; 
yet he kept on beating him, till the man ſprang off, 
and next morning was found hanging to a tree. An 
eye-witneſs declared, in evidence, he believed the 
negro's arm was broke, and that this cruel treatment 
made him kill himſelf. A doctor agreed the arm 
was much ſwelled, but could not ſay it was broke. 
After a long canvas, the verdict was, as uſual, ſelf 
murder, The Gold Coaſt negroes, when driven to 
deſpair, by harſh uſage, always cut their throats 
and thoſe of the moſt inland country, moſtly hang 


* themſelves. 


Once, when dining with an overſcer, an old wo- 
man, who had run away a few days, was brought 
home, with her hands tied behind. After dinner, 
the overleer, with a clerk, named Bakewell, took the 
woman, thus tied, to the hot Houſe, a place for the 
ſick, and where the ſtocks are in one of the rooms. 
Mr. Coor went to work in the mill about 100 yards 
off, and hearing a moſt diſtreſsful cry from that 
houſe, he aſked his men, who, and what it was, they 
ſaid they thought it was old Quaſheba. About 5 
o*clock the noiſe ceaſed, and about the time he was 
leaving work, Bakewell came to him, apparently in 
great ſpirits, and ſaid, © Well, Mr. Coor, old Qua- 
& ſheba is dead. We took her to the ſtocks room; 
« the overſeer threw a rope over the beam; I was 
« jack ketch, and hauled her up, till her feet 2 

cc 0 
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4 off the ground. The overſeer locked the door, 199 r. 
“ and took the key with him, until I now returned www 
ec with a ſlave into the ſtocks, and found her dead.“ P. 73. 
Mr. C. ſaid, © You have killed her; I heard her 
« cry all the afternoon,” He anſwered, © D=n 
« her for an old b—h, ſhe was good for nothing, 
« what ſignifies killing ſuch an old woman as her.” 
Mr. C. faid, “ Bakewell, you ſhock me,“ and left 
him. The next morning, his men told him, they 
had helped to bury her; ſo here it reſted, till ano- 
ther affair brought it on the carpet The poultry 
keeper, a girl about 11 or 12 years of age, brought 
the overſeer-a young duck that had died, to clear 
herſelf of having killed it; that not ſatisfying him, 
he beat her very ſeverely himſelf, and then forced 
her to eat up the duck guts, feathers and all, threat- 
ening her with 5 times as much beating, if ſhe did 
not. The girl thinking more would kill her, tore 
and eat every bit of it. In the evening ſhe com- 
plained to her mother, who went, at night, and com- 
plained to Mr. Beckford's attorney, of that and other 
cruelties of the overſeer; and for one, the ſtory ot 
old Quaſheba, referring for proof of all, to Mr. 
Coor, who was all the time on the eſtate. The at- 
torney ſent for him, Mr. C. to wait on him next 
morning, which he did, and told him old Quaſheba's P. 73. 
ſtory, as related. He was very angry at him, aſking 
him how he could ſee his maſter's ſlaves murdered 
ſo, without telling him (the attorney) of it. He 
ſaid it was not his buſineſs to tell him, but ſuch 
cruelties were ſo common on the eſtates, that he had 
thought no more of it. The overſeer ſuffered no le- 
gal puniſhment. The attorney appeared very an 
with him, at the time, but all was ſettled, and he 
went on as uſual for about half a year, when he 
was diſmiſſed, Mr. C. cannot exactly ſay for what. 
He thought the treatment by the oyerleers in P. 74. 
general, very ſevere. He did not think this ſeve- 
rity neceſſary, for many ſubſtantial reaſons he could 
Numb. 4. F give. 
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wwyad (tration. 


P. 87 . 


P. 88. 


One George White, kept up ſo ſharp a diſcipline 
over a gang of ſlaves, which fell under his (Coor's) 
care afterwards, that he generally flogged them very 
ſeverely for the ſmalleſt faults, ſo that he reduced 
them both in their perſons and faculties, They were 
never without ſores, from his cruelty. The flog- 

ings quite diſabled them from uſing the little lei- 
Fare they had in working their grounds, which was 
their chief ſupport. Hence they became poor both 
in body and property, and ſubject to theft, which he 
moſtly attributed to want; for their ſores from beat- 
ing made them unwilling to ſtir, when at leiſure. 
When theſe ſlaves came; under him (Mr. Coor) he 
uſed them kindly, excuſed ſmall faults, promiſed re- 
wards for good behaviour; ſuch as allowing them 
time to work their grounds, His firſt care was to 
ſee them make a good ule of this time ; but after he 
found their grounds thriving, he had little more to 
do, and in a few months, from a poor, ſcabbed, ill- 
looking, diſpirited gang, they became fat, ſleek, 
lively, and worked as chearfully as ever he ſaw work- 
men in England ; and he could have done more work 
with them, in one-third leſs time, than White could 
have done with all the force of the whip. Good 
treatment changed their very morals ; he could have 
truſted them with any thing. Being a lieutenant, he 
was once ordered out after outlaws, by the colonel, 
who gave him leave to chule a ſerjeant's guard of the 
white militia; he told the colonel, if he pleaſed he 
(Mr. Coor) would arm his ſlaves for that duty, 
which he did, and found as much fidelity in them, 
as he could have expected in Engliſhmen. They 
pitched their tents round his, ſaying, they would all 
die, ſooner than he ſhould be hurt. Thoſe ſlaves 
were under his care 134 years, during which he neyer 
flogged one of them. They would have been more 
aſhamed of a ſmall tap, with a ſupple jack from his 
band, than of 100 laſhes from their former maſter, 


They 
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They were grateful in the higheſt degree. On Sun- 1791. 


U 


day, they often would bring him a fowl, as a preſent, wv 


and never killed a hog, but they ſaved ſome choice 
art for him. He could mention a variety of other 
inſtances of their gratitude and affection to him. 

An eſtate, at which he did buſineſs at times, in his 
neighbourhood, belonging to a Mr, Dunn, was a 
ſmall one when he firſt went there, not from want of 
land, but of negroes. It then made about 50 hhds, 
of ſugar. He worked his ſlaves moderately, and his 


wife took great care of the ſick, lying-in women and P. 88. 


children, who ſeemed to ſwarm on this eſtate, and 
he never heard any complaint of the locked jaw there. 
To Mr. C's knowledge, in a few years, this eſtate 
doubled its produce, and before he, Mr. C. left Ja- 
maica, he had ſettled another thriving eſtate, under 
his eldeſt ſon, which then made about 60 hhds. and 
all, to the beſt of his knowledge, had ariſen ont of 
the ſmall ſtock of ſlaves before-mentioned, except 


ſix new negroes bought. He could not but have P. 89. 


known it, had more been bought. A neighbour- 
ing eſtate to this, whoſe ſituation was far ſuperior for 
health and eaſe in getting proviſions, yet perpetually 
decreaſed in ſlaves, owing, in his, and other peoples 
opinions, to inhuman treatment. The owner, who 
managed it himſelf, very often, to Mr. C's know- 
ledge, bought 20, 30, or 40 new ſlaves at alot, and, 
in about 10 or 11 years, the eſtate was very much 
reduced, both in produce and negroes ; ſo that from 
good circumſtances, his credit was in that time re- 
duced to a very low ebb, which, he verily believes, 
aroſe from ill- treating his ſlaves. It would be to no 
purpoſe to tell the particulars. Some inſtances of 
his capricious cruelties are too bad to relate. 

He has always thought the rearing of children well 
worth the planter's notice; but ſo inattentive did he 
always find them to it, that he has heard overſeers 
ſay, they would far rather the children ſhould die 
than live; nor did he ever ſee any proper prepara- 
tion for the reception of them. The ſides of the 
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1791. huts they are born in, ate no more defence againft 
the cold night damps, than one of our paſture hedges. 


P. 90. 


Bedding they have none, but a board or baſs mat. 
When the child is born, the midwife aſks the over- 
ſeer for ſomething for the woman; a bottle of rum, 
and 2 or 3 pound of falt beef, which does well 
enough, for they ſeldom fail to recover, But they 
never put the infant to the mother's breaſt, till 8 
days be over, for which time a woman out of the 
field nurſes it, who probably has a child 2, 3, or 4 
months old, Here he ſubmits to medical men, 
what effect the milk of a woman, hardly wrought 
and poorly fed, under a vertical ſun, would have on 
a tender infant. They moſtly die convulſed, gene- 
rally about the 8th day. This want of care is more 
lamentable, not only from humanity, but intereſt, for 
if they ſurvive the 8th day, they moſtly do well, and 
he very ſeldom remembered any dying, from the 8th 
day to the 8th year, What convinces him farther it 
is for want of care, is, becauſe, where they have warm 
houſes, kind treatment, and the child ſet to the mo- 
ther's breaſt, he very ſeldom knew any die; and it 
was neither labour nor expence to raiſe them, after 
the fatal 3th day was over. It is his firm opinion, 
that with kind and judicious treatment of the infants, 


the ſlaves in Jamaica will increaſe, without any im- 


portations from Africa. 

It was more overſcers object to work ſlaves out, 
and truſt for African ſupplies, than work them mo- 
derately, and keep them up by breeding ; for he has 
heard many ſay, © I have made my employer 20, 30, 
ce or more hhds, per year than my predeceſſors, 
* and though I have killed 30 or 40 negroes per 
e year more, yet the produce has been more than 


« adequate to the lols.” 


The ſlaves can expect no redreſs, but from the at- 
torney. Many of them have commiſſions on the 
produce, and, if they give ear to the ſlaves com- 
plaints, the overſeer will tell them he will leave the 


eſtate, If he makes great crops, Mr. C. has often 
obſerved 


. 111 . ö Co o. 


* 


6 


obſerved the attorney wink at his preſſing the ſlaves 1791. 
to en. more work than human nature could bear. 


oft of the field ſlaves are marked with the whip, 
not only Africans, but creoles. Has known many 
very well diſpoſed creole negroes, that have had 
wheals from their hams up to the ſmall of their 


backs; but this is nothing thought of, as it is ſo 


common. 

It is natural to think that ſlaves will ſuffer from 
their maſter's being in debt; for they are generally 
hard worked, and ill clothed and fed. He could 
mention, as inſtances, 2 or 3 neighbouring eſtates. 
Domeſticks are very often treated ill, without re- 
dreſs, from their maſter's caprice. He has heard 
many ſay, they would rather be under the field hard- 


ſhip, than in the houſe. He boarded about 6 months P. gr. 


with a doctor, who uſed his field- ſlaves ill, but he 
daily ſaw how his domeſticks were treated. He 
made no more of knocking down his waiting- boy, 
than if he had been a piece of wood, for what Mr. C. 
thought no fault at all. Two houſe-wenches were 
treated the ſame way. One of them having broken 
a plate, or ſpilt a cup of tea, he nailed her ear to a 
poſt. Mr. C. remonſtrated in vain. They went to 
bed and left her there; in the morning ſhe was gone, 
having torn the head of the nail through her ear. 
She was ſoon brought back, and when he came to 
breakfaſt, he found ſhe had been very ſeverely whip- 
ped by the doctor, who, in his fury, clipt both her 
ears off cloſe to her head, with a pair of large ſciſ- 
ſars, and ſhe was ſet to pick ſeeds out of cotton, a- 
mong 3 or 4 more, emaciated by his cruelties, until 
they were fit for nothing elſe. This girl never ap- 
plied for legal redrels. The negroes generally 
thought they could have no redreſs, but from their 
maſters or attornies. He believes no more notice 
was taken of the deed, than if he had cut off his dog's 
ears. Thinks ſome magiſtrates could hardly miſs 
knowang it ; for ſeveral viſited at the doctors, The 
girl waited at table with her ears off. 

He 
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He never knew a field ſlave have more than a 


breeding ſow and a few poultry, and thinks it impoſ- 


P. 93. 


fible for ſuch to get any property. Never knew 
even tradeſmen poſſeſs any thing, though they have 
more opportunities of accumulating than a field- 
ſlave. 

Slaves were forced to carry from their grounds, 
whatever they could ſpare from the bread of their 
family, to buy ſalt proviſions for all the week. One 
negro would carry about 4 bits worth, more or leſs, 
according to the varying market price, which they 
lay out in eatables or clothes; for, in general, they 
had only 5 yards of cloth, worth about ſeven-pence, ' 
or ſeven-pence half-penny per yard. | 

Slaves were fed inany ways, but the moſt common 
was, depending on their little grounds. The poor- 
er, who never had ſpirits or ability to cultivate them, 
depended on ſome one of the plantation ſlaves, for 
whom they worked all the little time they were al- 
lowed. Does not ſpeak of new negroes; for they 
are generally diftribured to the plantation ſlaves, who 
have the beſt grounds, under whom they work all 
the little time they are excuſed from their maſter's 
buſineſs. They have land, which overſeers think 
they ſhould bring into {dime order, while under the 
ſaid negroes ; but too often, from quarrels with the 
maſter ſlaves, they are turned out of doors before 
their grounds are in perfection, and obliged to ſteal 
or beg. Thinks this the greatelt reaſon why there 
are ſo many bad flaves. Slaves land, wherever he 
has been, is quite ſufficient ; but they have not time 
to work it. 

Dead mules, horſes, cows, &c. were all burnt, 
under inſpection of a white man. Had they been 
buried, the negroes would have dug them up in the 
night, to cat them through hunger. It was gene- 
raily faid to be done, to prevent the negroes from 
eating them, leſt it ſhould breed diſorders. | 

On Shrewſbury eſtate, the overſeer ſent for a ſlave, 
and in talking with him, he haſtily ſtruck him % 

| ene - 
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the head with a ſmall hanger, and gave him two 17911. 


ſtabs about the waiſt, The ſlave ſaid, 44 Qverſeer, www 


e you have killed me.” He puſhed him out of the 
piazza, The ſlave went home and died that night. 


He was buried, and no more ſaid about it. Mr. C's: 
houſe was on this eſtate, near the overſeer's houſe. 
About 6 months after, the overſeer moved thence, 
to Anchovie- Bottom eſtate, why, Mr. C. cannot tell; 
but knows it was not for this. This was about 


1770, He was called a very valuable overſeer, as 


he worked the ſlaves hard, and made great erops of 
ſugar. It was generally believed he had killed 2 
more at Anchovie- Bottom; as a proof of this, —it 
being whiſpered, among the neighbours, that theſe 


two made three ſlaves he had killed; and it being 
looked upon then, that the killing of three ſlaves. 


was capital, he thought proper ta go privately away, 
and Mr. C. never heard more of him. A. Mr. Foot, 


« 
* 4 


an interior attorney under Mr. Herring) Mr. C. isp, gg, 


clear, knew the particulars of the firſt- mentioned 
murder, having often talked with him on that, and 
many ſimilar ſubjects; but knows not, if Mr. Foot 
told it to Mr. Herring. He never heard of the leaſt 
attempt to bring the overſeer to juſtice; but has 
heard Mr. Foot ſay, he was a. very good: overſeer, 
but a d——d wicked dog when drunk. Mr. C. is 
pretty clear he was drunk when he did that deed. 
The ſlaves allowed food, in Jamaica, was moſtly 


herrings. He has known about 2 barrels among 


100, 150, or 160 flaves, at a time; about once a 


month or ſix weeks; and he is clear, that every 


common man's ſhare, was very ſeldom above 7 or 8 
herrings. The field-negroes had no other allow- 
ance; and ſometimes he has ſeen herrings ſo rotten, 
as to have been meaſured out, all maſhed up like a 
rridge. 
He bought 6 boys and 2 girls from a Guinea ſnip. 
He took a ſlave with him to interpret, and who 
aſked the ſlaves he bought, if they had had the yaws. 


They all told him they had, their ſkin being then 
very 
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1791. very clean and black; but in 6 weeks or two months, 
ww they all broke out violently with the yaws. They 


P. 96. 


then ſpoke a little Engliſh, and he aſked them, if 
they had not the yaws in their country. They ſaid 
yes; but when they came near buccra country, the 
buccra on board rubbed them with ſomething that 
made their ſkin clean. He has known ſeveral Gui- 
neamen in port 2 or 3 weeks, before declaring ſale, 
or allowing any inhabitant to go on board (which 
they never allow, until they have declared ſale) and 
it was always reported, that this delay was to get the 
ſlaves in proper trim for ſale. 

Jobbing gangs were increaſing much when he left 
Jamaica. Every overſeer or white man, who had 
money or credit, bought new negroes to job them 
out. He could have had {14 per cent. for his 
money, in that way, and have had it infured ; but 
maſters that work them themſelves in that way, make 
much more. | 

Epidemicks are much more fatal to poor and ill 
fed, than to well fed, hearty ſlaves. But one fatal 
epidemick (a flux) prevailed while he was there. It 
attacked all ranks of whites and blacks; and it was 
generally poor, ill fed negroes, that died of it. Few 
well fed negroes died of it, and not one white 
perſon, 675 

On ſome eſtates, the negroes proviſion grounds 
are cloſe at hand; on others tolerably near; but he 
knows ſeveral, where they were 4 or five miles off. 

Always obſerved negroes, who had grounds in to- 
lerable order, work with great pleaſure; but thoſe 
who were turned into them only covered with woods 
and buſhes, had very ill heart to begin upon them, 
and generally were obliged to ſpend that time they 
ſhould have laid out upon their grounds, in working 
under ſome other negro, for preſent ſupport. | 

Has often known the different offices of overſeer, 
doctor and attorney, on an eſtate, filled by the ſame 


perſon, 
Runaway. 
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Runaway ſlaves never take refuge among the Ma- 1790. 
roons; for theſe are a check on them. They have 


£3 per head for taking them, and a ſhilling for every 
mile they bring them, 

On one eſtate, moſt of the ſlaves were chriſtened 
and inſtructed by a perſon ſent from Europe, and 
they were always the beſt diſpoſed ſlaves in that 
neighbourhood ; but on no other eſtates did he ever 
hear ſuch a thing named. Of a number of ſlaves 
taken from Guadaloupe, one family was bought by 
a neighbour of his, and the doctor told him, the 
father of that family had prayers in his houſe night 
and morning. He does not remember the eſtate, 
where the ſlaves were inſtructed, buying any new 
ſlaves, and they were always very ſtrong handed. 
He was very well acquainted with the whole gang, 
as he took care of their mills, &c, for moſt of the 
time he was there, 

Promiſcuous intercourſe was very common, both 
among the ſlaves, and between the white men and 
negro women. There was no reſtriction. It was the 
greateſt diſgrace for a white man, not to cohabit 
with ſome woman or other, No attempts were made 
to induce the men ſlaves to reſtrict themſelves to one 
woman. It was not conſidered any way diſadvan- 
tageous to an eſtate, for the men to have 1, 2, 3, or 


4 wives, according as they could maintain them with P. 98. 


the produce of their little ſpots of ground. The 
negroes wives were- not at all ſecure from the at- 
tempts of the overſeer or book-keepers; for though 
a man might know of his wife having lain with the 
overſeer or book-keeper, he dared not reſent it, 
either to her or to them, for if he did, he would 
be ſure of a very ſmart flogging for it, though pro- 
bably on ſome other pretext, 

In Boſton, Rhode-Ifland, New-York, New-Jer- 
ſeys, and Pennlylvania, the ſlaves are treated much 
like farmers ſervants in England, and he ſaw them 
carry on their maiters buſineſs juſt in the ſame way. 
Where a malter had 3, 4, or more ſlaves, one of 

Numb. 4. G them 
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1791. them was moſtly a leading man. He has often con- 
wy verſed with ſuch head man on farming, ploughing, 


&c. and always found him very intelligent. 

Thinks a great deal of his evidence has tended to 
ſhew, that the behaviour of the negroes generally 
correſpond with their treatment, 

At his firſt going to the iſland, a common flogging 
would put him in a tremble, ſo that he did not feel 
right for the reſt of the day; but by degres it be- 
came ſo habitual, that he thought no more of ſee- 
ing a black man's head cut off, than he ſhould now 
think of a butcher cutting off the head of a calf, 


4 
— — . err — 


Witneſs examined J oN GiLEs, 
Near Hay, Brecknockſhire, — Farmer. 


Was in Montſerrat from 1757 to 1762; in Grand- 
terre 1763; in Grenada 1764, and part 1765; in N. 
America reſt of 1765; in St. Croix from 1766 to 
1772; in England 1773; in St. Croix 1774 to 1778. 

His firſt impreſſion in the Weſt Indies was, that 
ſlaves were cruelly treated, ſeverely puniſhed for 
trifling offences, and not ſufficiently fed. 

He arrived in crop time; there was then no food 
allowed, except a furnace of horſe- beans or potatoes 
daily boiled for the weaker part of the gang. Out 
of crop, the allowance was from four to ſix pints of 
horſe-beans, rice, or Indian corn, and four to fix 
herrings weekly, to each ſlave. 

A great deal of land allowed them, but no time 
to cultivate it, except Sunday; when they were alſo 
obliged to pick large bundle of graſs, morning and 
night; many too, watched the works in rotation; 
no other day was allowed in licu of the time loft to 
them on theſe occaſions. 

Picking of graſs is ever a great hardſhip, particu- 
larly in dry ſcaſons: they are forced to do it on 8 

ays, 
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days, in the time allowed for dinner, and after 
ſun-ſet, 

Has often known ſlaves ſteal from hunger. 

Knows of no care taken to inſtruct flaves, or in- 
duce them to marry. | 

Their capacity is good, and their diſpoſition better 
than might be expected from perſons fo untutored. 

Severe treatment is no ways neceſſary. On two 
eſtates where he lived, the increaſe of the ſlaves, un- 
der a milder treatment, exceeded decreaſe by one 


r 
cent. There was alſo more work done, as they bid P. 76. 


not run away as on other eſtates, where treated ill. 

The ſlaves were very inhumanly treated on the 
eſtate he lived on in Montſerrat: the field gang was 
not aſſorted as to ſtrength, the weak flaves being 
forced to work as much as the ſtrong. 

Recollects ſeveral ſhocking inſtances of puniſhment 
there; in particular, the driver, at day-break, once 
informed the overſeer, that one, of 4 or 5 negroes, 
chained, in a dungeon, would not riſe : he accom- 
panied overſeer to the dungeon, who ſet the others 
that were in the chain to drag him out, and net 
riſing when out, he ordered a bundle of cane traſh 
to be put round him, and ſet fire to. As he ſtill 
did not riſe, he had a ſmall ſoldering iron heated, 
and thruſt between his teeth. As the man did not 
yet riſe, he had the chain taken off, and ſent him to 
the hoſpital, where he languiſhed ſome days, and died, 
Though the owner reſided on the eſtate, never heard 
that he condemned this conduct, whieh if he had, 
he, (Mr. G.) mult have knew it. He could, if ne- 
ceſſary, relate ſeveral other inſtances. The overſeer, 
ſo far from being puniſhed, or called to account for 
this action, was always in great favour with his 


Sr 


gr. 
— 


maſters. Slaves often ran away, and when retaken P. 77. 


were puniſhed by ſevere whippings, by chains, by 
very hard work, and often not releaſed from the 
chain till, being ſo emaciated, they were in danger 
of dying. The deaths exceeded the births more than 


two to one. The eſtate did not proſper, the gentle- 
G 2 man 
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1791. man was almoſt ruined by it. The mortality was 


ww chiefly among the grown field ſlaves, by their being 


hard worked, cruelly puniſhed, and ſparingly fed. 

Thinks the ſlaves were often ſo Caigued by the 
labour of the week, as ſcarcely to be capable of 
working their own ground on Sunday. 

The marks of the whip were to be ſeen on almoſt 
all the weaker part of the gang, from forcing them 
to keep up with the reſt. 

Pregnant women puniſhed, but not very ſeverely. 

When ſlaves were ſo old as to be palt labour, their 

owners did not feed them. 
Negroes might be managed with comparative eaſe, 
were their temper and diſpoſition attended to. The 
buſineſs might then be done in a better manner, and 
without ſuch frequent flogging. 

Never heard that ſlaves had any protection from ill 
uſuage from owners, or thoſe under them. 

Never knew one planter interfere with the treat- 
ment of the ſlaves of another. | 

Never heard any thing of the locked jaw. They 
had children die ſometimes ; but neither overſeer nor 
doctor interfered ; they were left to old wowen, the 
midwives, | 

The treatment in Grenada was exactly ſimilar to 
that in Montſerrat ; he ſaw no difference. 

The merit of a manager was eſtimated by the 
quantity of crops produced on the eſtate, 

A manager of Grenada told him of a great cruelty 
he had committed. Several negroes and mules had 
died on the eſtate; an old woman was ſuſpected of 
having poiſontd them. He, (Mr. G.) aſked the 
manager if they had not given her up to the law, 
who ſaid no, they had taken a ſhorter method with 
her. They made a bit of a thatched hut, put her 
into it, with ſome combuſtibles, and burnt her to 


P. 79. death. The manager was not diſcharged for this: 


thinks he told him it was done by the owner's deſire, 
It was not told him as a ſecret, | 
Never 
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Never heard of any care taken at African ſales to 1791. 


prevent the ſeparation of relations. 


ad 


Never knew pains taken to improve mode of cul- P. 80. 


tivation, or implements of huſbandry, except in that 
of cutting cane tops by a machine. P!ough might 
be applied with great effect in theſe two iſlands in 
eaſing the labour of ſlaves. | 

Slaves in St. Croix were better uſed than in either 
of the two Britiſh iſlands, but not ſo well as they 
ought, were the planters attentive to their intereſt ; 
and if properly treated, believes their increale would 
be general throughout the iſlands, 

Never heard that the ſlaves had any protection 
there. 

Planters there reſide on their eſtates, and do not 
live ſo extravagantly as in the Engliſh iſlands. 

Recollects an inſtance of the effects of treatment of 
ſlaves. Where he was manager, the ſlaves were 
forced to be up at two in the morning, at a time 
when canes were cutting, on 80 acres of a rifing 

round, which, from a want of mules, they were 
alſo obliged to carry halt a mile upon their heads. 
This year the ſlaves decreaſed. He prevailed on the 
owner to buy ſix mules more againſt next crop ; that 
and the following year the ſlaves increaſed one 
cent. Was perfectly convinced that the decreaſe and 


increaſe ſpoke to, was in conſequence of the difference 


ot labour, 

Never heard talk of the Code Noir while in Grande 
Terre: if it had been uſual for ſlaves to be any way 
relieved by it, they would have ſought redreſs for 


the very ſcvere uſage of a man who was his partner 


in a diſtillery : the commanders, to whom he was 


very obnox1ous, would certainly have taken cogni- 


zance of his conduct to his ſlaves, had it been uſual 
to do ſo. 
Thinks one half of the domeſtics of the planters 
of Montſcrrat and Grenada unneceſſary. 
The Chiet Judge at Montſerrat was the Honourable 
John 
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1791. John Dyer. Grenada, while he was there, was under 


— military law. 
The judges were planters — not, he believes, bred 


to the law—removable at the King's pleaſure. 


... 


— 


Witneſs examined—MaTTaew Terry, 
Of Aſkrig, Yorkſhire, Land Surveyor, 


P. 82. Was four years in Dominique as book-keeper and 
overſeer, one at Tobago as a land-ſurveyor, in the 
King's ſervice, and ſeven in Grenada, ending in 

1781, as a colony ſurveyor. 

His trade gave him full opportunity of obſerving 
the treatment of ſlaves. They appeared in general 
to be uſed with great ſeverity ; believes they gene- 
rally underſtood that the Jaw reſtricted the number 
of laſhes to 39; but this was not in the leaſt ob- 
ſerved; has ſeen it broken repeatedly ; never knew 

P. 83. any redreſs obtained. It was uſual to rub their 
backs with brine after ſevere puniſnments, 

In his time one Thochard, a French planter, in 
Grenada, was generally ſuppoſed to treat his ſlaves 

very cruelly, and for trivial offences to cut off their 
ears and legs, and otherwiſe mutilate them, Heard 
of no attempt to puniſh him. Saw upon his eſtate 
two men- ſlaves with wooden legs. 

The greateſt property he ever knew a field ſlave 
ow was two pigs, and a little poultry. The ſlave 

not the means of getting much property, (p. 8 5). 

Little or no attention was paid to the breeding 
of ſlaves; child- bearing, and conſequent loſs of 
labour, was matter of regret to planters; little or 
no difference in the puniſhments of pregnant females 
and others, The planters appeared to prefer in- 
creaſing their crop to increaſing their ſlaves, (p. 85) 
to depend upon African ſupplies, and deſirous to 
have as many males as poſſible, 


Very 
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Very conſiderable loſſes were common among the, 1791. 
newly imported Africans. One-third die within the 
firſt year. Of a lot of fix, bought by himſelf, two 
died within the firſt year, and at the end of five 
years two only ſurvived, P. 85. 

Suicide is common, particularly among the Ebos. 
Never heard of an inſtance of it among creole ſlaves. 
The latter are more induftrious, being inured to it 
from their infancy. 

Seldom run away. Inſurrections are confined to 
Africans. 

Never knew a ſlave buy his freedom. 

No allowance of grain or flour given to any butP. 86. 
new negroes. Has known a bunch of plantanes 
(ſufficient for a week's allowance) given to each 
negro once or twice a year, 

Many managers poſſeſs ſlaves of their own. 

Land ſurveying is exceedingly laborious in the 
| Welt Indies; he purſued it for 7 years without in- 
jury to his health: has often ſeen mill-wrights at 
work in the ſun, whoſe health did not ſuffer. There 
are alſo white blackſmiths and coopers there, but the 
latter only direct negroes working under them. 


— 


Witneſs examined Capt. HaLr, of the Royal 
Navy. 

Was at Barbadoes and the Leeward iſlands from P. 99. 
1769 to 1773, and from 1780 to 1782 at thole places, 
and at Jamaica and St. Domingo. 

The treatment of negroes on the B. iſlands appear- 
ed to him tolerable in the towns; on the plantations 

rather inhuman. Puniſhments inflicted were — 
ſhocking to perſons not uſed to ſee them: muc 
more ſo than on board a man of war. The field 
ſlaves he has ſeen (a great many) were generally 
marked with the whip. 

In caſes of ill treatment by their maſters, it was 


generally underſtood, they could not obtain redreſs; 
againſt 
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1791. againſt others, their maſter aſſiſted them. That this 
— ſevere ſyſtem was not neceſſary, nor for the maſter's 
P. 100. intereſt, he is confident, from the good effects he 
has ſeen reſult from a lenient treatment in the French 
iſlands: for inſtance, the Marquis de Rouvray was 
particularly attentive to population, and the good 
treatment of his flaves at St. Domingo: they were 
never hard preſſed in their work: he ſuffered no 
improper intercourſe between the males and females, 
every man had his own wife, and no white was ſuf- 
fered to disjoin that union: the parties were puniſh» 
ed for ſcparating without cauſe. 

Hoſpitals were built for the ſick and pregnant; 
the latter, when far advanced, were taken in there, 
and employed in trifling work to the time of deli- 
very. Here they might remain ſeparated from their 
huſbands, and excuſed from field labour, till the 
child could be ſupported without the mother's help; 
or when their ſtrength would permit, return with the 
child to their huſbands, and take the chance of work. 
In conſequence, the Marquis had not for ſome years 
occaſion to buy negroes. Having, however, left his 
eſtate to the care of a nephew, upon his return, after 
an abſence of two years, initead of the happineſs 
that reigned when he left it, he found nothing but 
miſery and diſcontent; the whites had feized upon 
the pretty women ; their huſbands through diſcontent 
ran away; and the labour falling heavier upon the 
reſt, they became diſcontented, and their work 
badly carried on; ſo that it colt him two years be- 
P. 101. fore he could re-eſtabliſh order. It was a pleaſure 
to walk through this eſtate, for the ſlaves uſed to 
look up to him as a father, 

In the Britiſh iſlands breeding not thought deſira- 
ble: they rather thought it a misfortune to have 
pregnant women, or even young ſlaves. They 
eſteemed the charge of rearing a child to maturity, 
more troubleſome, and greater, than buying a ſlave 
fit for work; and it was not uncommon for them to 
give away a child of two years old, as you would a 

Puppy 
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puppy from a litter. Has heard an overſeer, of ſome 1797. 
conſequence, expreſs this opinion. It was, in fact,. 


his ſyſtem to prevent population, as far as in his 
power; and he underſtood this to be a general 
ſyſtem. 

So little care was taken of infants, that-mothers 
deemed it a misfortune to have children. After the 
month, they were ſent to field labour, with their 
child upon their back, and ſo little time afforded 


them to attend to its wants, that he has ſeen a wo- 


man ſeated to give ſuck to her child, rouſed from 
that ſituation by a ſevere blow from the cart whip. 

Domeſtic ſlaves, from their general good treat- 
ment, were underſtood to increaſe, 

Believes, that ſlaves ſuffered from the owner's 
abſence, becauſe it was the buſineſs of the overſeer, 
for his own credit, to make as much ſugar as poſſi- 
ble; to do this, he muſt work the ſlaves to the ut- 
moſt : it being no concern of his whether they died 
or not. ; 

Knows, from an inftance which fell under his 
eye, that the ſlave's death may be occaſioned by 
ſevere puniſhment, and the maſter not be called to 
legal account. 

As to the ſlave- trade being a nurſery for ſeamen, 
he conceives it to be quite the reverſe. 

In taking men out of merchant-ſhips for the 
King's ſervice, he has from the crew of a Guinea- 
man, 70, been able to ſelect only 30, who could be 
thought fit to ſerve in any ſhip of war, and when 
thoſe were ſurveyed, he was reprimanded for bring- 
ing fuch men into the ſervice, who were more likely 
to breed diſtempers, than be of uſe; and this was 
at a time when they were ſo much wanted, that 
almoſt any thing would have been taken, viz. in 
1782, when they had not men to man the prizes 
taken on the 12th of April. The inſtance related 
was not a particular cafe, he found it generally ſo; 
having had many opportunities between 1769 and 

Numb. 4. N 1773 
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1791. 1773 of ſeeing the great diſtreſſes of crews of Guinea 
Wann ſhips, when in the Weſt Indies. 


Has great reaſon to believe, that in no trade are 
ſeamen ſo badly treated ; from their always flying to 
men of war for redreſs, and whenever they come 
within reach; whereas men from Weſt Indies or 
other trades ſeldom apply to a ſhip of war, 

As to peculiar modes of puniſhment adopted in 
Guineamen, he once ſaw a man chained by the neck 
in the main-top of a ſlave-ſhip, when paſſing under 
the ſtern of his Majeſty's ſhip the Creſcent, in 
Kingſton-bay, St. Vincents; and was told by part 
of the crew, taken out of the ſhip at their own re- 
queſt, that the man had been there 120 days. 

Is clearly of opinion, that white men might do 
the lighter field work, withour injury to their health, 
as ſeamen go through very heavy work there unhurt. 


m—— — — — — 


Witneſs examined—Capt. G1Lzs, of the 
19th Regiment of Foot. 


Was in Barbodoes, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Ja- 
maica, from June 1782 to April 1790, except about 
15 months in England. 

Thought the treatment of ſlaves generally ſevere, 
Field ſlaves in general marked with the whip. 

Puniſhment by whipping (though fewer laſhes 
given) more ſevere and cruel than that of the army, 
becauſe of the ſize of the whip. 

Had once an opportunity of obſerving the treat- 
ment of a jobbing gang, which he thought beyond 
what human nature could ſupport for any length of 
time, becauſe their allowance of food, (which he 
daily ſaw) was not equal to ſupport them, and this 
he underſtood to be generally the caſe. This gang 
had the ſame reſpite at noon as plantation negroes, 
but as ſome of them would eat their week's allow- 
ance in 3 or 4 days, they were obliged to carry mou 
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and water, between twelve and two o' clock, for the 1791. 
ſoldiers, for which they were paid in proviſions, www 


Has underſtood it to be calculated, that a jobbing 
gang, laſting for ſeven years, would bring a profit 
to the owner, 


He had no opportunity of ſeeing that ſuperanu- 


ated ſlaves were not properly taken care of by their 
owners. 


Can ſpeak to the inefficiency of laws to protect P. 10g. 


ſlaves againſt the ill uſage of their maſters or other 
white perſons. Was told by a planter, that he once 
heard one of his own negroes was killed by his 
overſeer. He had the body raken up, and there was 
found upon it ſome chains or fetters (p. 106.) but 
the overſeer could not be puniſhed for want of a 
white evidence, | 

A free woman, and her two children, were claimed 
by a perſon in Jamaica, as his property, who confined 
them, in order to ſell them to the Spaniards. He, 
(Capt. G.) heard of the circumſtance, and interfered, 
knowing the perſon could have no claim either to 
the woman or her children. She, with her huſband, 
had joined the royal army in South Carolina: he 
worked in one of the public departments as a car- 
penter, and a driver, and ſhe laboured upon the 
lines at the quarter-houſe camp. 

After two trials at the Surry aſſizes, Kingſton, the 
woman and her children were liberated ; which muſt 
have been the caſe at the firſt, had black evidence 
been admitted ; of which he could have produced 
people bred upon the ſame eſtate, and neighbour- 
hood, who alſo had free tickets from the Governor, 
Sir A. C. 

Without his inteference believes this woman and 
children muſt have been ſold as ſlaves, becauſe none on 
the iſland ſo well knew the circumſtances as himſelf, 
Another caſe, previous to this, was that of a woman 
claimed by a perſon in Jamaica, who, ſupported by 
Major Neſbit, of the 19th regiment, was alſo reſcued 


from ſlavery, after a trial at the Surry aſſizes. 
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1791. 


W. Invizs. J. TzZRRx. 
Once ſaw, in Jamaica, a negro maſon with a wooden 


leg, at work: upon aſking the white people who ſus. 


P, 107 


perintended the work, how he had loſt his leg, was 


anſwered, that it was for no good, for the fellow 
uſed to run away for months at a time, 

The ſlaves ſituation and treatment will vary ac- 
cording to the diſpoſition and circumſtances of the 
owner; for on one or two eſtates in the neighbour- 
hood of his ſtation, the ſlaves were well treated; 
they appeared much happier than on ſeveral others 
adjoining; (conſequently he imagines better fed.) 
Thinks none of theſe ſtole to ſupply their wants, as 
was frequently the caſe with other gangs in the 
neighbourhood, | 

Saw the negroes go weekly to market, a diſtance 
of 14 or 15 miles, 


ꝶ——é— — 


— —_ — 


Witneſs examined Joux Trxkr, of Aſkrig, 
Yorkſhire, 


Was in Grenada from 1776 to 1790, Firſt 7 or 


8 years an overſeer, then a manager. 

Thought the ſlaves treatment very bad; it hurt 
him much at firſt, in time became more inured 
ro | 

Has known ſlaves puniſhed by managers ſeverely 


for trifling faults; durſt not complain to owner, for 


fear of worſe treatment; has known them puniſhed 
for ſo doing by owner, and ſent back, though their 


P. 108. complaint was juſt, Field ſlaves uſually bear marks 


of the whip. Never heard that a ſlave complained 
to a magiſtrate of his owner, manager, overleer, or 
attorney. | 
Has known the ſame perſon both attorney, ma- 
nager, and doctor, on one eſtate, | 
Never knew a planter or manager interfere with 
another's treatment of his ſlaves, 


Has 
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Has known eſtates, where ſlaves were worſe fed 1791. 
and clothed than on others; in conſequence, were WWW 
great thieves; eat alſo 22 carcaſes. Food is the 

c 


general object of the 
hazard of their lives. 

Picking of graſs a conſiderable addition to their 
labour. Done at dinner- time, and after ſun- ſet. P. 10g. 

An overſeer, on the eſtate where he was, (Mr. 
Coghlan) threw a ſlave into the boiling cane juice, 
who died in four days. He was not puniſhed other- 
wiſe than by replacing the ſlave, and being diſmiſſed 
the ſervice. Was told of this by the owner's ſon, 
the carpenter, and many ſlaves on the eſtate. Has 
heard it often. 

Has known entertainments given among negroes; 
ſome of which might coſt a thirty - ſix ſhilling piece, 
but ſuch were very rare, (p. 110.) 

A field flave in favourable circumſtances, (he does 
not mean the commonality) may earn about fix bits 
a week ; he has known them ſo poor as not to be 
able to buy poultry, Never heard of a field negro 
buying his freedom, (p. 110.) 

Slaves were not allowed to keep ſheep on any P. 110. 
eſtate he knew. On ſome they might keep two or 
three goats, but very few allowed it. Some keep a 
few pigs, and poultry, if able to buy any. 

While a manager, he never received any direc- 

tions about attention to pregnant women or children, 
Has heard managers ſay, it was cheaper to buy 
African ſlaves than to breed: that they wiſhed the 
children to die, for they loſt much of the mother's 
work during their infancy, 

The beſt recommendation of a manager was, that 
he made the moſt ſugar. 

On the eſtates he knew, the ſexes were about 
equal, 

4 Of * Africans, women have the beſt chance P. 111. 

r life. 

On the eſtates he knew, more men died than 
women, | 


among ſlaves, and at the 
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1791. Never knew any children die of the locked. jaw. 

— Free negroes were generally as well-behaved as 
others in the ſame rank of ſociety. Thoſe who had 
learnt a trade, worked as journeymen with white 
mallters : thoſe who had not, went a fiſhing, by which 
they earned more than by field work, 

The driver's whip 1s a ſevere inſtrument, and will 
bring blood chrough the breeches. Twenty ſtripes 
ſeverely laid on the bare breech, may unfit a man 
for work for two or three days. 

The opinion in Grenada, upon paſſing the laſt 
ſlave act there, was, that it never would have the 
intended effect. 

P. 112. Did not obſerve it make any difference, except in 
the half days in the week. 

The clergymen of the pariſh where he reſided 
never performed the duty the act impoſed on them. 

Never heard of any complaints againſt them for 
non-performance of it. | 


— ————— — — 


Witneſs examined — JohN Bowman, 
Clerk to a Ship-Builder of Whitehaven. 


P. 112. Was in the African employ, from 1765 to 1776, 
moſtly on the Windward Coaſt, as third, ſecond, 
and chief mate, Sent up the country as a trading 
mate to buy (laves, ivory, and cam-wood ; a diſtance 
of 20 to 40 or 50 miles, in the rivers Scaſſus, S. 
Leone, Junk, within the rocks of Grand Buſſau, and 

Littic Cape Mount River, 

Was eight months as a factor at the head of S. 
Leone; and 17 to 18 months at that of che R. Scaſſus. 
Traded in a boat at Junk, Grand Baſſau, and Little 
Cape Mount Rivers. 

P. 113. Having ſettled at the head of Scaſſus with 10 
ſlaves money, he informed the King, and others, 
that he was come to relide as a trader, his orders 

being 
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being to ſupply them with powder and ball, and 1791. ? 
encourage them to go to war, They anſwered they 


would go to war in two or three days: by that time 
they came to the factory, ſaid they were going to 
war, and wanted powder, ball, rum, and tobacco. 


They were dreſſed in ſome kind of ſkins, with large 


caps, and their faces painted white, to make them 


look dreadful. They aſked for a drink of rum, 
which when given them, they went off to the num- 


ber of 25 or 30. After ſix or ſeven days ſome ofP. 114- 


them returned with two women, and a girl, 6 or 7 
years old. 

They ſaid they had got theſe in a ſmall town which 
they ſurpriſed in the night, that others had got off, but 
they expected the reſt of the party would bring them 
in, in 2 or 3 days. When theſe arrived, they brought 
with them two men whom he knew, and had traded 
with. Upon queſtioning them, diſcovered the wo- 
men he had bought, to be their wives. Both men 
and women informed him that the war- men had taken 
them while aſleep. 


The war-men uſed to go out once or twice in gP. 115. 


or 10 days, while he was at Scaſſus; it was their 
conſtant way of getting ſlaves, he believed, becauſe 
they always came to the factory before ſetting out, 
and demanded powder, ball, gunflints, and ſmall 
ſhot; alſo rum, tobacco, and a few other articles. 
When ſupplied, they blew the horn, made the war 
cry, and ſet off, If they met with no ſlaves, they 
would bring him ſome ivory, cam-wood, &c. Some- 
times he accompanied them a mile or ſo, and once 
Joined the party, anxious to know by what means 
they obtained the ſlaves, Having travelled all day, 
they came to a ſmall river, when he was told they 
had but a little way further to go; after croſſing 


which, they delayed till dark. When they had got 


over, (about the middle of the night) he was afraid 
to go further, and aſked the king's ſon to leave him 
a guard of 4 men. In half an hour he heard the war 


cry, by which he underſtood they had reached a 
town; 


* 


— —— — 4 ; pa I. 


64 Arx. | BOW MAN. 


1791, town; in about half ah hour more they returned, 
bringing 25 to 30 men, women, and children, ſome 
P. 116.at the breaſt. At this time he faw the town in 
flames. When they had re-croſſed the river, it was 
Juſt day-light, and they reached Scaſſus about mid- 
day. The priſoners were carried to different parts 
of the town. They are uſually brought in with 
ſtrings around their necks, and ſome have their hands 
tied acroſs. Never ſaw any ſlaves there who had 

been convicted of crimes, 

Has been called up in the night to ſee fires, and | 
told by the town's people, that it was war carry- 
ing on, 

Whatever rivers he has traded in, he has uſually 
paſſed burnt and deſerted villages, and learned from 
the natives in the boat with him, that war had been 
there, and the natives taken and carried to the ſhips. 

He has alſo ſeen ſuch upon the coaſt : while trad- 
ing at Grand Buſſau, he went aſhore with four black 

P. 117. traders to the town a mile off. In the way, there 
was a town deſerted, only 2 or 3 houſes ſtanding, 
which ſeemed to have been a large one from two fine 
plantations of rice, A little further on, they came 
to another village in much the ſame ſtate, Was told 
the firſt town was taken by war, there being many 
ſhips then lying at Buſſau : the people of the other 
had moved higher up in the country, for fear of 
the white men. In paſling along to the traders 
town ſaw ſeveral deſerted, deſtroyed, they ſaid, by 
war, and the people taken out and ſold. 

Slaves were obtained in the ſame manner in thoſe 
rivers where he traded on the Windward Coaſt, 

The inhabitants of all theſe places ſubſiſt on rice, 
yams, caſſada, fowls, deer, fiſh, and an animal 
called tomboer. They raiſe more rice, &c. than 
they conſume, and diſpoſe of the ſurplus to ſuch 
ſhips as may be lying in the rivers, ſending it down 
in large canoes. While at Scaſſus, he gave frequent 

P. 118. orders for goods from S. Leone, which he deſired 
might be ſent up by theſe periocas, having ſound the 

men 
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men good and honeſt, Proviſions of every kind 1791. 
were abundant in the town. Has ſeen countrymen waves 


carrying baſkets of 40 or 501b. weight of rice, be- 
ſides fowls, eggs, &c. which he has bought in ex- 
change for tobacco and beads. 

The natives appeared to be induſtrious, and diſ- 
poſed to trade in their native produce, Believes 
they would have cultivated more ground, if a greater 
ſupply had been wanted by the ſhipping. When 
aſked, they have ſaid they would like to trade with 
good white men in their own produce, and would 
ſoon make more plantations. of rice. 


When under Captain Strangeways, the ſhip thenP. 119, 


lying in the river S. Leone, at White-man's bay, 
ready to ſail, he was ordered down from the factory, 
(all the ſhip's company being then dead but five) 
and the captain, who tent him on ſhore to invite 
two traders on board. They came, and were ſhewn 
into the cabin. Meantime people were employed in 
ſetting the ſails, it being almoſt night, and the land 
breeze making down the river. When they had 
weighed anchor, and got out to ſea, the witneſs was 
called down by the captain, who, pointing to the 
ſail caſe, deſired him to look into it, and ſce what a 
fine prize he had got, To his ſurpriſe, he ſaw lying 
faſt aſleep the two men who had come on board with 
him, the captain having made them drunk, and con- 
cealed them there. When they awoke, they were ſent 
upon deck, ironed, and put forward among the other 
ſlaves. On arrival at Antigua, they were fold. 


The natives were afraid to come along-lide of a P. 120. 


veſſel when under fail. 

Frauds were practiſed by Europeans in the articles 
they traded in with the natives; ſuch as in rum, by 
mixing it; in powder kegs, ſeemingly large, but hold- 
ing only a little; in falſe ſteelyards and weights. 
The natives, where he relided, were friendly and 
hoſpitable; juſt and punctual in their dealings. 

When he began to ſettle at the river Scaſſus, there 
were only four or five houſes there, and about 25 

Numb. 4. I people, 
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1791. people, ſo that he was doubtful if he could do it to 
advantage: but informing the king, that a white 
man was come to trade with them, was told that 
ſtrangers would come and ſettle there. In the courſe 
of a = days, ſeveral people came and built houſes, 
and the town increaſed fait, (p. 121.) So that there 
might be 40 to 50 houſes, and 120 to 130 inhabitants 
when he left it. 
P. 121. Has been in Jamaica, Antigua, Grenada, St. Vin- 
cent's, Dominique, and Barbadoes, in molt of which 
he has ſeen Guinea ſeamen lying about in an ulce- 
rated abject ſtate, without means of ſupport. 


— oo 


Witneſs examined, — Joux Dover as, Boatſwain of 
the Ruſlel Man of War, 


P. 121. Sailed to Africa in 1771, in the Warwick-Caſtle 
flave ſhip. Only one voyage in the trade; becauſe 
he could not bear with the filthineſs and diſagree- 
ableneſs of the voyage. | 

Seamen were well uſed in his ſhip; not ſuffered to 
lodge between decks when the ſlaves were on board. 
P. 122. Loſt 7 out of ;3. Had plenty of proviſions, 

Had reaſon to believe that the crews of other ſhips 
on the coaſt, were neither ſo well fed, nor treated; 
becauſe boats from the Gregſon, and others, which 
he cannot mention, came often aboard, and the ſea- 
men begged much for provilions, 

As to the ways in which ſlaves are procured: 
when aſhore at Bonny Point, he ſaw a young wo- 
man come out of the wood to the water-ſide to bathe ; 
ſoon after, two men came from the wood, ſeized, 
bound and beat her, for making reſiſtance, and 
bringing her to him, deſired him to put her on board, 
which he did; the captain's orders were, when any 
body brought down ſlaves, inſtantly to put them off 
to the ſhip, 


When 
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When a ſhip arrives at Bonny, the king ſends his 1791. 
war canoes up the rivers, where they ſurprize all they www 


can lay hold of, They had a young man on board, 
who was thus captured, with his father, mother, and 
three ſiſters, The young man afterwards in Jamaica 
having learnt Engliſh, told him the ſtory, and ſaid it 
was a common practice, 

War canoes always armed, 

Slaves ſent in the king's canoes, came openly in 
the day, others in the evening, with one or two 
bound, lying in the boat's bottom, covered with 
mats. 

Near Cape Coaſt, the natives make ſmoke as a ſig- 
nal for trade; they ſaw the ſmoke and ſtood in ſhore, 
which brought off many canoes : pipes, tobacco, and 
brandy, were got on deck, to entice them on board; 
the gratings were unlaid, the ſlave- room cleared, and 
every preparation made to ſeize them; two only 
could be prevailed on to come up the ſhip's ſide, 
who ſtood in the main chains, but on the ſeamens 
approaching them, they jumped off, and the canoes 
all made for ſhore, | 

The Gregſoa's people, while at Bonny, informed 
them, that in running down the coaſt, they had kid- 
napped 32. He ſaw ſlaves on board that ſhip when 
ſhe came in; and it is not cuſtomary for veſſels bound 
to Bonny, to ſtop and trade by the way. 

Does not think ſlaves are much ſubje& to ſea- 
ſickneſs, 

Has been in the Weſt Indies in the king's and 
merchants ſervice, from 1766 to 1782. 

Has frequently ſeen Guinea ſeamen lying or wan- 
dering about the ſtreets and wharfs, moſtly in Ja- 
maica, in a diſeaſed and miſerable condition: they 
were called wharfingers; it was on the north- ſide of 
the iſland he has ſeen the molt; many of whom were 
not capable of walking to Kingſton for relief, 

Recollects to have ſeen 3 funerals of Guinea ſlaves 
in the Weſt Indies, at which they ſing and are mer- 

1 Ty; 


6 
* 
F 


68 W. IN pIES. TorTrEN HAM. 


1791. ry; and naming the deceaſed, * ſay, he is going 
WA home to Guinea. 
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Witneſs examined, - Major General TorrENHAUu. 


0 


P. 125, Went out to the Weſt Indies in 1779, with four 

regiments uuder his command. Was about 20 
monris in Barbaqvoes, and ſometime at St. Lucia, 
St. Kitt's, and St. Euſtatius, 

Tlurnks the ſlaves in Barbadoes were treated with 
the greateſt cruelty. Cannot judge of the other 
iſlands, trom his ſhort ſlay there. 

All the puniſhments he ſaw were remarkably ſe- 
vere, Was at a planter's houſe, when the jumper 
came. Heard him aſk the maſter, if he had any 
commands for him. He ſaid, no. Jumper then 
aſkey the m ſtreſs, who replied, yes. She directed 
him to take Hut two very decent women, who attend- 
ed at table, and to give each of them a dozen, Ge- 
neral T. expoltulated with her, but in vain, They 
were taken out to the publick parade, and he had 
the curioſity to go with them. The jumper carried 
a long whip, like our waggoners, He ordered one 
of the women to turn her back, and to take up her 
clothes entirely, and he gave her a dozen on the 
P. 126. breech, Every ſtroke brought fleſh from her. She 
behaved with aſtoniſhing fortitude, Aſter the puniſh. 
ment, ſhe, according to cuſtom, curteſied and thank- 
ed him. The other had the ſame puniſhment, and 
behaved in the ſame way. About 3 weeks before 
the hurricane, he law a youth, about 19, walking in 
the ſtreets, in a moſt deplorable ſituation, intirely 
naked, and an iron collar about his neck, with five 
Jong, projecting ſpikes. His body, before and be- 
hind his breech, belly and thighs, were almoſt cut 
to pieces, and with running ſores all over them, and 
you might put your fingers in ſome of the wheals. 

He could not fit down, owing to his breech being in 
a ſtate 
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a ſtate of mortification; and it was impoſlible for 1791. 
him to lie down, from che projection of the prongs. 


The boy came to the general, and aſked relief. He 
was ſhocked at his appearance, and aſked him what 
he had done to ſuffer ſuch puniſhment, and who in- 
flicted it. He ſaid it was his maſter, who lived a- 
bout 2 miles from town; and that, as he could not 
work, he would give him nothing to eat. | 

There were very few ſlaves that did not bear the 
marks of the whip. If ſeverely laid on, they retain 
the marks many years. There 1s no compariſon at 
all, between plantation and regimental puniſhmeats, 
the former being ſo much more ſevere, Military 
only cut the ſkin, the others cut out the fleſh. 

The field negroes were treated more like brutes, 
than the human ſpecies. The houſe negroes are 
clothed and better fed. 

Slaves in general appeared very ill fed. Was in- 
formed, each ſave for 24 hours had a pint of grain, 
which hs boiled; and ſometimes half a rotten her- 
ring, when to be had. When unfic for the whites, 
they were bought up by the planters for the ſlaves. 


There was no care taken of flaves ſuperanuated P. 127. 


and paſt labour. They are turned adrift, and 
obliged to live by plunder. He has ſcen them him- 
ſelf, An old woman, paſt labour, told him ſhe was 
ſet adrift by her maſter, to ſhift for herſelf. He ſaw 
her about 3 days after, lying dead in the fame place. 

No attention at all ſeemed to be paid to keeping 
up the ſtock by breeding. Oa the contrary, he be- 
lieves many diſcouraged it. He ſaw but a very 
ſmall proportion of children. 

He has tcen the women at work with the hoe, 


and their naked infants lying oa the ground, cloſe - 


by them. 

In 1780, a Dutch Guineaman was taken, and 
brought to Barbadoes, He thinks they had about 
270 {laves, He attended moſt of their ſales, and ob- 
ſerved a number of the ſick ſlaves in an adjoining 


yard, Thole that were not very ill, were put into 
huts, 
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1791. huts, and thoſe that were worſe, were left in the yard 
wyw to die, for nobody gave them any thing to eat or 


drink. Some of them lived 3 days in that ſtate, 

The free-negroes ſeemed very induſtrious. The 
greateſt misfortune of all negroes is, that they are 
left in darkneſs. He obſerved a vaſt difference be- 
tween the negroes at St. Lucia and any others, ow- 
ing to the attention of the prieſts, who inſtructed 
them in religion and morality. 


P. 128. He has ſeena great many Engliſh ſeamen in great 


Aifcreis, in Barbadoes; for the captains often ſet 
them aſhore to ſhift for themſelves. He cannot ſay 
from what ſhips they came; but only from mer- 
chantmen. In St. Lucia, while in our hands, he ſaw 
ſeveral Engliſh ſeamen lying in the ſame ſtate. 

There was no fort of pains taken to prevent pro- 
miſcuous intercourſe, not even with domeſticks, 
waiting on their miſtreſſes. | 

Is very poſitive the impreſſion on his mind, of the 
treatment of ſlaves, was made at the time, and on 
the ſpot; for he repeatedly told the people of Bridge- 
town, that he hoped to live to fee the unfortunate 
ſituation of thoſe poor wretches, taken up by ſome 
member of parliament; that, ſhould ſuch an event 
take place, he ſhould look upon it as his duty to of- 
ſer a voluntary declaration of what he knew of the 
matter. 

He thinks a preſent abolition of the ſlave trade, 
would be attended with very {crious conſequences; 
but, if thoſe unfortunate beings were not left to the 
tyranny of their cruel maſters, but were inſtructed in 
morality, and their increaſe encouraged, and they 
were rewarded for good behaviour, he thinks that, 
at a future period, the ſlave trade would die away 
of iticlt. 


Witneſs 


1 


Witneſs examined, — Ronzxr Foks TER, of Heble- 
thwaite, Yorkſhire. 


Was in every Britiſh iſland, except Jamaica, in all 1791. 
about 6 years, ending 1778. The firlt 4 years ap 
prentice in a ſtore in St. John's, Antigua; the reſt * + 129. 


of the time a midihipman and ſecond maſter, and 
pilot of the king's brig, Endeavour. 

He lived among the town ſlaves, and often went 
to collect debts, and viſit managers in the country. 
When in the king's ſhip, he ſpent much time among 
them, having known them before. 

The general impreſſion on his mind was, that 
ſlaves were ſevercly treated, and in a low, depreſſed 
ſtare, . 
In Antigua, the common allowance was,. 7 pints 
of corn, or horſe-beans, for able negroes, with about 
3 or 4 herrings weekly; occaſionally a lictle falr, 
lometimes rum, but not very common. Their work 
is hard. The bell calls them to it at day-break, and 
they work till ſun- ſet; have 2 hours at noon; but 
in their hours of re(t, graſs is expected. They are 
treated never as fellow-ereatures, but merely as pro- 
perty, and are ſeverely puniſhed for ſlight offences. 

They are allowed a few yards ſquare of ground; 
but only Sundays to cultivate it, except a few, who 
had Saturday afternoon. 


The plough might be advantageouſly uſed, and P. 130. 


though perhaps not wholly to ſupercede the hoe, yet 
might eale the negroes of many difficult parts of 
their manual labour. The grinding of their corn at 
night, by hand, was, in crop, a great hardſhip: they 
might be much relieved by ſome trifling mechaniſm 
applied i in the ſugar-mill, and in many other caſes, 
In general, they ſeem to have no idea of improve- 
ments to eale their flaves. Underſtood it a general 
opinion, that if negroes were not conſtantly Kept at 
hard labour, they would become unruly, _ 
e 
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1791. The inſtrument of puniſhment cuts their fleſh, and 

ww leaves indelible marks. 

No attention at all was paid to marriage. It did 
not appear to him, that they attended as much to 
the rearing of children, as we do to the rearing of 

P. 130.calves. He has known exceptions. A widow Sher- 

P. 131. vington was left in debt, with 5 or 6 negroes, who, 

by kind treatment, increaſed, in 15 or 20 years, to 
15, or more, He knows ſeveral ſuch inſtances. As 
to eſtates, on the whole of Col. Farley's plantations, , 
they had no need of new negroes. He has heard 
him ſay, there was a conſiderable increaſe on one 
particularly, A Mr. Tho, Gravener's negrocs alſo 
Increaſed, He knew captain Thomaſon, of Sea- 
cow-bay, Tortola, who has wanted no new negroes 
for many years. | 

Little or no attention was paid to inſtructing ſlaves 
in religion. He believes none at all by the eſtab- / 
liſhed clergy. Where inſtruction has been attempt- 
ed, as it has on ſeveral Antigua eſtates, by Moravian 
miſſionaries, the advantage was evident in their man- 
ners and behaviour, 

P. 131. Thole were not thought the moſt flouriſhing 
eſtates, which bought the moſt new negroes. It 
was exactly the reverſe. 

He never knew, or heard, of a field-negro buying , 
his freedom. 

Domeſticks have much leſs work than field- ne- 
groes; but their ſituation, in ſome reſpects, is per- 
haps harder; for, being under the hand of caprici- 
ous, paſſionate maſters and miſtreſſes, they are often 
puniſhed, not only corporally, but with numberleſs 
teazing and mortifications; nor are they ſo regularly 
fed. He never knew them allowed above one-half 
bit a day; and he believes ſome are often driven to 

P. 132. theft or proſtitution, by want. The women domeſ- 
ticks are expected to dreſs neatly, and, having no 
clothes from their owners, they muſt uſe indirect 
means to get them. They are not often whipped 
publickly ; but their private whippings are very ſe- 

vere, 
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vere, and he has known a creole woman drop hot 1791. 
ſealing-wax on a wench's back, after a flogging, www. 


He, and many others, ſaw a young woman of for- 
tune and character, flog a negro man very ſeverely 
with her own hands. Many ſimilar inſtances he 
could relate, if neceſſary ; they are almoſt innume- 
rable. He has been ſpeaking chiefly of town do- 
meſticks. | | 
Slaves have no legal protection at all againſt their 
maſters, for any injury ſhort of murder, A little be- 
fore he arrived in Antigua, one Patrick, a huckſter, 
whom he knew, murdered a woman flave, with cir- 
cumſtances of the moſt attrocious and ſavage barba- 
rity, He was tried, convicted, and fined, He was 
univerſally blamed, but was dealt with as uſual. 
Slaves have no mode of getting redreſs from daily 
injuries of whites, nor their owners; and even ſome- 


times their owners cannot get redreſs for them. AP. 133. 


negro woman was drowned by ſome ſeamen of the 
Favourite ſloop of war. A negro man was knocked 
on the head and drowned, for ſtealing a piece of 
beef, alongſide a merchantman, at St. John's. Theſe 
facts were well known, but no inquiry made. 

He has known negroes, but not many, turned 
adrift by their owners, when paſt labour. 

Negroes are liable to be taken for their maſter's 
debts, and are confined in a cloſe, diſagreeable dun- 
geon, till ſold. No regard paid, that he remem- 
bers, to ſelling families rogether. Saw a family of 
mulattoes and blacks ſold at vendue, and ſent to dif- 
ferent iſlands. They diſcovered great ſorrow at be- 
ing ſeparated, 

African negroes ſhewed the moſt extravagant joy 
at their friends funerals, from believing the deceaſed 
gone back to their country. 

He has ſeen many of thoſe deplorable objects, 
Guinea ſeamen, particularly on the beach at Roſeau, 
Dominique, When the Endeavour was at Grenada, 
there were 7 Guinea ſeamen, exceedingly emaciated 
and full of ſores, who complained much of their 

Numb. 4. K | ill 
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1791. ill uſage in the voyage. In a few months, they re- 
— covered ſo much, as ſcarcely to be known for the 
134. ſame men. Captains of men of war ſometimes take 
them, to recover their wages, but generally do not 
keep them, for fear of infection. Such ſeamen in 
Antigua, are called wharfingers, and in Dominique, 
ſcow-bankers. | 
He lived at Lancaſter, when ſlave-ſhips were fitted 
out there, From their ill treatment, and the ſmall 
numbers that returned, the young men were diſ- 1 
couraged from entering on that ſervice, and they 
were obliged to take ſome ſhips to Liverpool to man 
them. | 
The lives of a prodigious number of negroes were 
careleſsly and impolitically ſacrificed in clearing the 
lee fide of Dominique, for ſugar eſtates. He recol- 
lects one planter there who bought 30 new negroes, | 
and loſt them all within the year, 1 
P. 135. Negro porters, who pay their owners a weekly 
- ſum, having no fixed rates, endure great impoſitions 
and hardſhips. If, on being offered too little for 
their work, they remonſtrate, they are very often 
beaten, and receive nothing : and ſhould they refuſe 
the next call, from the ſame perſon, they are liable 
to be ſummoned before a magiſtrate, and puniſhed 
on the parade, for refuſal, and he has known them ſo 
puniſhed. Negroes that bring graſs to town to ſel], 
have often their graſs taken away, without pay, and 
ſometimes with a bearing. The indignities the ne- 
groes receive in markets, from white ſailors and 
others, are frequent, vexatious, and ſevere, 
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Witneſs Examined,—Capt. Jonx SamuEgL SMITH, of 
the Royal Navy, 


Was in the Weſt Indies in 1772, 1777, and 1778, 
tor above a year altogether. | 
Had ſeveral opportunities of obſerving the treat- 

ment 


W. Inpits. Capt. J. S. Sur. 


75 


ment of plantation- ſlaves, from meeting with an old 1791. 
ſchoolfellow, a manager, who introduced him to 


many other managers. 

Firſt impreſſion was that ſlaves were treated more 
like beaſts than the human ſpecies. The mode of pu- 
niſhment generally was, a negro ſtretched on his belly, 
on the ground, a man at each hand and leg ; the pu- 
niſhment inflicted by a negro with a long whip, ta- 
pering from the ſize of one's thumb, to a ſmall 
laſh. At every ſtroke a piece of fleſh was drawn 
out, and that with much unconcern to the director 
of the puniſhment, 

Graſs picking and theft, the moſt frequent cauſes 
of puniſhment. Some were puniſhed for not getting 
ſo much graſs as others, and that at a time when he 
thought it impoſſible for them to get half the quan- 
tity, having been on the ſpot. The graſs is gene- 
rally picked after their day's work. His idea 1s, 
they ſeldom leave work till ſun-ſet, let the diſtance 
be what it may; and they are obliged to pick graſs 
all the way home. 


The plantation- ſlaves were very generally marked P. 137. 


with the whip. The only inſtance to the contrary 
is what he ſhall ſpeak to on a Grenada eſtate, 

It by no means appeared to him, or to be gene- 
rally underſtood, that ſlaves could get legal redreſs 
for ill uſage by their maſters, or other whites. A 
flave who paid his maſter for leave to work for 
himſelf, and kept a ſhop and flaves under him, was 
employed on a job, by a gentleman of property ; on 
being diſpleaſed with the man, he ſent for him and 
punithed him publickly, and the flave had no re- 
dreſs. This he has no doubt often happens. He 
has heard of many inſtances of the like. 

Has heard of many caſes of ſlaves ſuffering from 
their maſter's bad circumſtances, and has heard it 
often obſerved, © If you want to know a proprietor's 
circumſtances, look at his ſlaves.” 

Thinks a planter's reſidence a neceſſary check on 


managers, and it was generally unſterſtood ſo, Has 
| K 2 {een 
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1791. ſeen managers particularly attentive to their own 
wyws ſtock and ſlaves, which he thinks they could not 


have done had the owner been there. This differ- 
ence of uſage muſt doubtleſs cauſe much jealouſy to 
the field-ſlaves. Has often ſeen more food given 
to managers ſlaves; and it is commonly obſerved, 
that it is eaſy to know the manager's ſlaves from the 
owner's, from their better appearance. Has reaſon 


P. 138.to believe managers often favour their own ſlaves, 
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in labour, and other particulars, eſpecially in graſs 
picking, as he has often ſeen; and he has no doubt 
but the graſs is generally appropriated to the mana- 
ger more than the owner. Managers never employ 
their own ſlaves for this purpoſe. The keeping 
ſtock is generally a part of the manager's income, 
and he has no doubt it is fed at the proprietor's ex- 
penſe. | „ 
Planters never appeared careful to keep up their 
ſlaves by breeding. Has feen inſtances which con- 
vinced him thar managers attended more to the in- 
creaſe of their own ſlaves. The managers ſeemed 
generally proſperous, and that often when the owners 
ſcemed to be going behind hand. | 

It never appeared to him that any attempts were 
made to check promiſcuous intercourſe, and to intro- 
duce regular domeſtick habits. He has often known 
where people from the ſhips viſited managers, and had 
opportunities given by them of ſelecting women for 
their private ends: nor were the wives of negroes ſe- 
cure trom the whites on the eſtates. He has known 
complaints made of the overſeer having infringed in 
that particular, againſt the woman's will, without 
redreis. 

Has ſeen many ſlaves neglected, who were aged 
and paſt labour. On obſerving to the inhabitants 
the ſtate of ſuch objects, he has been told, that build- 
ing hoſpitals for them would be endleſs, as ſlaves 
would bring complaints on themſelves to leave the 
eſtate. 5 
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It was underſtood a common practice, and he 1791. 
himſelf has known inſtances of women, in reſpectable 3 


ſtations, ſtanding by to ſee their ſlaves puniſhed. 

Always conſidered negroes as keen, 1enſible, well- 
diſpoſed people, when their habits were not vitiated 
by cruel utage. 

Never thought it neceſſary to treat them ſo ſevere- 
ly, having ſeen an inſtance where the reverſe uſage 
produced a good effect, and which he often men- 
tioned to managers whom he taw acting differently. 
Was anſwered it might be practiſed in particular 
caſes, but it would be impoſſible to get tne work 
done, were It general. The manager, in chat one 
inſtance, told him that more work was done than 


on eſtates where the treatment was otherwiſe. HeP. 140. 


does not remember aſking if the pairing of the ſlaves 
was attended to on that eſtate; but he ſaw religion 
the firſt object of the manager, which he thought 
had a very good effect. 

Believes ſlaves, if uſed ill, dare not complain to an 
attorncy except in attrocious caſes. Firmly believes, 
the opinion of the (laves is, that the attorney and 
manager are one and the ſame, with reſpect to under- 
ſtanding each other, 

Never ſaw balls or dances among field-ſlaves ; but 
often among houle-llaves, 

On the waole, it by no means appeared to him, 
that the ſtate of ſlaves could bear any compariſon 
with that of peaſants here. He always conſidered 
them as treated and ſpoken of as cattle. 

Has often been employed to board Guineamen to 
impieſs men; and though he ſuppoſes he may have 
boarded near 20 veſſels, at times, he never could get 
more than two men, who turned out ſuch inhuman 
fellow, that they were forced to diſmiſs them, though 
good ſeamen. Bur the chiet reaſon ot his not getting 
men was, the fear of infection, having ſeen many of 
them ulcerated very much, and otherwiſe diſordered 
and though often ſolicited by them, and told, that 
if he did not receive them, they would be ſeat _ 

an 
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1790. and left behind. To be applied to, by ſeamen, in 
many other trade, to be taken out of their own ſhips 
into His Majeſty's, is ſo uncommon as ſeldom or 


never to happen. 
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Witneſs examined Mr. WILLIAu Duncan. 


P. 141. Was in Antigua from Jan. 1785 to July 1789, 
as Clerk in a ſtore ſix or eight months; as overſeer 
for about two years and a half; the reſt of the time, 
kept ſtore for himſelf, 

Firſt impreſſion was, that ſlaves looked very poor- 
ly and ill treated. | 

The uſual allowance of plantation-ſlaves is a gal- 
lon of Indian corn or horſe beans weekly, with ſome- 
times two herrings; at other times, 24 1b. of yams 
and a little ſalt. 

The negroes, on the eſtate he was on, which were 
162, had only fix or ſeven acres among them, of but 
indifferent land. They had Sunday to work it, and 
ſometimes Saturday afternoon, out of crop. 

Negroes appear in the beſt condition rather to- 
wards the end of crop. At other times, look ill fed. 
He ſhould ſuppoſe they are driven by hunger to 
theft. They uſually ſteal proviſions, at the riſk of 
being cut and beat by the watchmen. 

P. 142. Thinks about fourteen pence ſterling the utmoſt 
ſum which an induſtrious field-negro can earn for 
himſelf in a week. He never knew ſuch have any 
conſiderable property, nor heard of a field-ſlave buy- 
ing his freedom. | 

Very ſeldom knew entertainments given by the 
negroes. Thinks about ſix dollars might be the 
utmoſt coſt of ſuch as he has ſeen. 

Thinks proviſions allowed by maſters, and that 
which flaves raiſe in their own grounds, are, in gene- 
ral, inſufficient to ſupport them and their families 


properly 
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properly and comfortably. He has often heard them 1791. 
complain for want of food. nc 

He thought the plantation-ſlaves cruelly treated, 
and not ſufficiently attended to. 

The pregnant women, on the eſtate where he lived, P. 143: 
did little work after they were four months gone with 
child ; came out at eight o'clock and went home by 
four; if wet came not out at all. At times the wo- 
men work a little, and their children are left with 
old women, in the field. They are allowed to ſuckle 
them. On a neighbouring eſtate, the uſage of preg- 
nant women was the ſame: cannot ſay as to others. 

He looks on the work generally required of field- 
ſlaves as laborious, according to their ſtrength to 

rfot m it. 

Sometimes ſlaves have 39 laſhes, ſometimes they 
are confined with chains and collars; and ſometimes 
with iron boots on their ancles. Their whippings 
are ſevere, ſometimes wantonly inflyted, and, at other 
times, diſproportionate to the offences. Many ne- 
grocs bear about them the marks of the whip. He 
has ſeen a negro ſo cut, that he could not lie on his 
back or fit down. 

He knew of no protection which ſlaves had againſt 
ill uſage from their owners, or managers, or over- 
ſeers. The owner was liable to be puniſhed for 
murdering his ſlave. He knew a white man, in in-P. 144. 
different circumſtances, who was fined 100l. cur- 
rency, and impriſoned 12 months, for murdering his 
negro boy, 

Relates an inſtance of a ſlave unjuſtly beaten by 
an intoxicated manager. Though laid up in conſe- 
quence of it ſome months, he got no redreſs. 

He has known the ſame man doctor and attorney, 
and manager and attorney. 

The opinion was, that a creole negro, by the time 
he was fit to work, colt more than one from Atrica. 

The treatment on the eltate he lived on was better 
than common. The effect was that they increaſed. 
Alſo the ſlaves on Sir G. Thomas's Belfaſt eſtate, and 

Carlitle's, 
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1791. Carliſle's, and ſeveral others he cannot name, in- 
Wyn creaſed, or kept up their numbers, without addition 


P. 146. 


P. 145. by purchaſe. 


On a neighbouring eſtate, the treatment was worſe 
than uſual, and the effect was, the ſlaves decreaſed. 

He thinks the ſexes nearly equal, but he believes, 
molt males. 

The capacities and diſpoſitions of negroes are much 
like thoſe of the whites, 

They received religious inſtruction chiefly from 
Methodiſt preachers. The iſland clergy were not ſo 
attentive as the Methodiſts. The negroes ſo in- 
ſtructed were improved in their morals and behavi- 
our. uch paid more attention to marriage. He 
has often known negroes deſire to have their chil- 
dren baptized. he clergy uſually took a dollar from 
them for baptiſm, 

He has known families ſent to different iſlands, 
from ſales by execution, or otherwiſe. 

He has ſeen ſome free negroes very well behaved, 


and very induſtrious. They are uſually tradeſmen 


and huckſters. He never knew them work in the 
field. They would think it a diſgrace to work with 
a ſlave. T hey can earn more by thoſe employments 
than by ficld-work. 

He has often heard the ſlaves ſay, they were kid- 
napped; particularly a woman who waited on him, 
ſaid that when going on an errand, ſhe was carried off 
in a bag and fold. 

He ſces no reaſon why the plough might not be 
uſed, eſpecially to looſen ſtiff land, which would cer- 
tainly lave much labour, 


Witneſs 


(„ 
... 


Witneſs examined Captain Thouas LIOvpo, 


Of the Royal Navy. 


Was in the Weſt Indies in 1779. Commanded 1791. 
the Glaſgow, and was burnt out of her in Montego 


bay, Jamaica, 

His firſt impreſſion was, that the ſlaves were very 
generally conſidered as black cattle, and very often 
treated like poſt-horſes. | 

Relates inſtance of a man and woman flave exe- 
cuted at St. Ann's bay, in ſight of his ſhip's com- 
pany. The-former for running away, the latter for 
ſecreting. him. 7 

At Mrs. Winne's, of Mammee bay, ſaw a woman 


fave with one hand only, and aſked Mrs. W. how 


ſhe loſt it. She ſaid it had been cut off. She had a 
female ſlave to whom ſhe truſted her linen and other 
valuable effects, from ſuſpecting her indented white 


P. 147. 


ſervant had abuſed that confidence. She directed P. 148. 


her ſlave never to iſſue out linen, without her orders. 
The white woman wanted a pair of ſheets, and at- 
tempted forcibly to rake them. A ſcuffle enſued, 
and ſix weeks after the ſuppoſed offence, the white 
woman ſwore the ſlave had ſtruck her, and ſhe had 
her right hand cut off, Mrs. W. having in vain 
endeavoured to ſuſpend the amputation. She ſpoke 
of this as an inhuman act, and a great injury to her 
property. 
| He was told by a perſon of veracity, whom he 
wiſhes not to name, that it was the practice of 
a certain planter, whoſe name he does not now 
recollect, to frame pretences for the execution of his 
worn out ſlaves, in order to get the iſland allowance : 
and it was ſuppoſed he had dealt largely in that way. 
Captain Cornwallis told him, while he was there, 
that, at a dinner with ſome of the principal planters, 
the converſation turning on the profit and loſs ot 
Numb, 4. L ſugar 
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1791. ſugar eſtates, one of them ſaid, that in crop he 

A worked his negroes 20 hours out of the 24. Another 
ſaid, many of them muſt have died. He granted 
that, but, on the whole, it anſwered. 

He has ſeen, about the ſtreets and roads, many 
old, miſerable objects, and was told many of them 
had their freedom given them, -when no longer able 
to work. The moſt wretched object he ever ſaw was 
at Port Royal. 

e had reaſon to believe, that negroes might be 
induced to work properly, without ſeverity. A Mr, 
Greenland had but a few, who looked well and happy. 
Captain L. aſked him the reaſon. He ſaid, he never 
puniſhed them, and he did not find but he was as 
well off as others who purſued a different conduct. 

P. 149. He has heard ſenſible people aſcribe the decreaſe 
of ſlaves, on ſeveral eſtates, to the ſeverity of their 
treatment, | 

Many inſtances of the ill treatment of the ſlaves, 
have bcen told him by his brother officers, upon the 
ſtation; but why they keep back their evidence he 
cannot tell, He has heard of military combinations 
to obtain juſtice, and to reſiſt oppreſſion , but this is 
the firſt inſtance he ever heard of aſſociations for the 
tuppreſſion of truths, 


— — IA ET bo — 


Witneſs examined Lieutenant BAKER DAvr sox, 
Of the late 79th Regiment. 


P. 150. Was in Jamaica, from the middle of 1771 to the 
end of 1783, except a few months on the Spaniſh 
main. (Practiſed ſurgery in Jamaica, many years, 
betore the French war, p. 154.) 

Had many opportunities of ſeeing the treatment 
both of field and town ſlaves. Was quartered in 


many parts of the iſland; reſided ſome time at a 
planter's 
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planter's houſe, given him and his family for a 1791. 


barrack. g 


The firſt general impreſſion on his mind was that P. 151. 


the ſlaves were very cruelly treated, by being moſt 
unmercifully flogged by their owner's order. Such 
uniſhments never were reſtricted to 39 laſhes. 
Underſtands there was ſuch a law, but never knew 
it abided by, where puniſhment was really meant. 
Sometimes owners in town would have them 
flogged at home, or ſend them to gaol, to be pu- 
niſhed, or have them tied up to a crane on the wharfs. 
He has very often ſeen thoſe puniſhments inflicted, 
at all times of the day. In houſes and on the wharfs 
ſlaves are always puniſhed by order of the owners, 
and often in gaol, | 
They appeared much more ſevere than regimental 
puniſhments, He remembers a new negro girl 
flogged by her miſtreſs's order, and who died of a 
mortification from the wounds two days after. 


In towns the flaves are generally flogged with aP. 152, 


cowſkin, and on eſtates with a long whip. 

Oa eſtates they are faſtened to four ſtakes driven 
into the ground, and whipped, He has often ſeen 
regular puniſhments in the field, for neglect of work, 
and other offences committed on the ſpot. 

He has often ſeen owners ſend their ſlaves to be 
whipped in gaol; and has very often ſeen them 
brought home by perſons belonging to the gaol. 
T he preciſe number of ſtripes to be given in gaol 
was not ordered. The owners generally told them 
to flog them well, according to the crime. 

He knew many cruelties; but none followed by 
death, except that mentioned, The clergyman's 
wife at Port Royal, was remarkably cruel. She uſed 
to drop hot ſcaling- wax on her negroes, after flogging 
them, He was tent for, as ſurgeon, to one of them, 
whole breaſt was terribly burnt with ſealing-wax. 
A woman next door to him was often flogging her 
negroes ſo cruelly, that he has frequently gone in 
and inſiſted on her deſiſting; and, at laſt, he com- 
| L 2 plained 
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1791. plained of her to a magiſtrate, who told him he had 
nothing to do with it. 

P. 153. He is very ſure the ſlave's treatment depends 
wholly on the owner's diſpoſition ; as ſome were very 
cruel, and others not ſo. 

He has very often remonſtrated to owners and 
managers on ſeverity, eſpeciatly to the clergyman's 
wife, and the clergyman himſelf, who ſaid they 
would not do without ſeverity, and even being half 
ſtarved, which he often knew was the caſe at his 
own houſe, He has often talked to them on their 
ſlaves being ill from ſeverity and hunger. He par- 
ticularly remonſtrated to the woman mentioned 
(whoſe negro died) when he has ſeen the negro at 
work, kneeling, on her bare knees, on the pebbles, 
a puniſhment very common 1n houſes there, 

He believes the ſlaves generally underſtood they ü 
had a right to legal redreſs, for ſeverity, as he has 
often had complaints, when quartered up the coun- 
try, from different eſtates. He never knew ſuch 
redreſs obtained, from negroes themſelves complain- 
ing, When ill uſed by others, the owners take care 
to get redreſs. 

P, 154. He ſaw a ſlave both of whoſe noſtrils had been lit, 
by her miſtreſs's order, from jealouſy. No attempt 
was made to puniſh this woman, as ſhe was of ſome | 
conſequence, being the wife of the engineer of the 
iſland. | 

It was very common for women, in reſpectable 
ſituations, to ſtand by, at the puniſhment of their 
ſlaves, | | 

He thinks. pregnant women were not, in general, 
properly attended to, having been ſent for to ſeveral 
eſtates, where the mother ſcarcely had any cloaths to 
cover her, nor any baby-cloaths, and was in want of 
every kind of proper nouriſhment. 

He has ſeen ſeveral pregnant women flogged on 
eſtates, and a hole made in the ground to receive 


their belly, He was once ſent for to a woman who 
| had 
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had miſcarried from ſevere flogging, when both child 
and herſelf died. 

The jaw-fall was fatal to negro infants, in many 
caſes which fell under his notice, owing, he believes, 
to want of proper neceſſaries, bad houſes, and vari- 
ous other cauſes. It is impoſſible to account entirely 
for it. He is ſure it was not equally fatal to white 
children; as in the different regiments he was in, 


85 


1791. 
— 


they had a great many children born, but he never P. 155. 


knew one of them die with it. 

Thinks, in general, the ſlaves were very badly 
fed. 

It appeared to him, that when maſters were in 
debt, the ſlave's food was reduced; as the ſlaves of 
ſeveral very poor planters near him, uſed, in the 
night, to rob him of every kind of proviſions. 
There were ſeveral eſtates where he knew the ſlaves 
were better fed, and who never troubled them. 

He is ſure the ſlaves were not univerſally allowed 
Saturday afternoon, to work their grounds, as he 
never knew it; and, had it been common, he mult 
have known 1t. 

He has known the ſlaves, on the eſtate where he 
lived, ſeveral times obliged to work, even' on Sun- 
days, for their maſter, His houſe was very near the 
works. 

He has often known them work all night at the 
boiling-houſe and mill. 

The taylor, who worked for him the whole time 


he was in Jamaica, bought his own freedom; andP. 156. 


when he left the iſland, had ſome ſlaves of his own. 
He never knew a field-ſlave buy his freedom. 

Has known flaves, (generally Africans) deſtroy 
themſelves, particularly one at Port Royal, who 
having been puniſhed over-night, was found hanging 
in his hut in the morning: He was an African who 
had not been long bought, He never knew a creole 
kill himſelf. 

Is ſure old negroes, paſt labour, were not, in 
general, ſufficiently attended to. He knew two old 
| men, 
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1791. men, belonging to a woman in Port Royal, who 
=> ſubſiltcd by begging. 

The negroes wives were not ſecure from the 
whites; for he has known different book-keepers, 
juſt come to the eſtate, take their wives from them. 
Believes this was very often a cauſe of diſcontent to 
the ſlaves. (If there be a law-againſt this, he never 
knew 1t inforced. It is common for whites on eſtates 
to chule negro women for themſelves or friends. 

p. 181.) * 

Both houſe and field ſlaves were generally marked 
with the whip. 

A great maay initances have fallen within his no- 
tice, which proved ſeverity unneceſſary, He had al- 
ways 5 or 6 ſlaves, whom he never found it neceſ- 
ſary to puniſh, as he uſd them well. A Mr. Mal- 
colm, &. 50 hid large eſtate, would not allow a ne- 
gro to be punithed, without his Knowledge. In an 
inſurrection, Mr. D. exprefſed his ſurpriſe, that he 
would leave his Wie and family oa the eſtate, when 

P. 157. he was 8 or to mes off, Mr. M. ſaid, he was ſure 
his nexroes would behave as well in his abſe nce, as in 
his preſence. Mr. D. has been often ac his houſe, 
and nas Known hum molt days go among his negrocs, 
and hear their complaints. ile told hin that he 
had not bought a ew negro for 10 or 12 years, That, 
they never ran away, and that his eſtate and negroes 
had conſiderably increaſed in that tine. Has often 
heard him fay, he had as much work done as others, 
and that his negroes always worked willingly. Is 
ſure he enco: raged their pairing, as he gave them 
every nec bury, and kept their houſes in good re- 

air. He Knew an cſtate where the negroes were all 

creoles. Is ſure they were treated better than com- 
mon. | 

Free negroes were generally tradeſmen, and very 


induſtrious. 


Saw a mother and her daughter ſeparated at a fale 


P. I79.by vendue. A negro woman had been fold by her 
miltrets to a Jew, to be lent off che iſland; but Mr. 
D. bought 
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D. bought her from the Jew, She had 2 children, 1791. 


whom her miſtreſs kept from her, and whom ſhe of= www 


ten begged him to buy, which he could not conve- 
niently do. He bought a new negro, who found his 


brother, and brought him to the fort to Mr. D. Mr.“ 


Chambers, owner of the brother, begged Mr. D. to 

art with his, as the brother was a very valuable 
boiler. This Mr. D. reluctantly complied with, for 
his was equally valuable. 


The Maroon negroes in Jamaica, increaſed moſt P. 180. 


certainly. He has often been in all their towns, and 


always ſaw great numbers of children. Their num- 
bers were conſiderably more when he left, than when 
he went to, the iſland. He is ſure they did not in- 
corporate run-aways among them, as they had a re- 
ward and mile-money, for bringing them to the 
gaols. 

Is ſure whites, if temperate, could, without ma- 
terial injury, do any kind of out-of-door work. It 
is well known, that the ſhip-wrights and other 
tradeſmen, in the king's-yard, Port- Royal, often 
work all day long, and he never Knew them un- 
healthier than pcople in general, White artificers 
certainly do work at their trades, in the Welt Indies, 
without materially hurting their health, 

He believes thumb-ſcrews are very often uſed in 
the Welt Indies, having ſeen ſeveral negro girls at 
work with the needle, in preſence of their miſtreſſes, 
with a thumb-ſcrew on their left thumb, and he has 

ſeen the blood guſh out from the end of them. 
Domeſticks certainly are particularly ſubject to 
their owner's caprice. He has often known their 
miſtreſs ſend them to be puniſhed, without telling 
them for what, He has been frequently ſent for, 
co the clergyman's ſlaves before-mentioned, after 
they have been ſeverely flogged, and otherwiſe ill 
treated, ſo that he conceived their lives in great 


danger: particularly to one woman who had been P. 181. 


tied up all night, by her hands, and abuſed with 


cayenne pepper, in a way too horrid and indecent to 
mention 
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1791. mention. He lived next door to a waſher-woman, 

at Port Royal, who was almoſt continually flogging 
her negroes. He has often gone in and remonſtrated 
againſt her cruclty, where he has ſeen the negro wo- 
men chained to the waſhing tubs, almolt naked, with 
their thighs and backs in a gore of blood, from flog- 
ging. He could mention various other capricious 
puniſhments, if neceſſary. 

He is ſure means are uſed, in Guineamen, to ſup- 

reſs the ſlaves diſcalſes (which afterwards break ouỹt 
{till more violently, or bring on other diſorders) eſ- 
pecially fluxes, as he made it his buſineſs to aſk the 
ſurgeons, who candidly told him their mode of treat- 
ment on board. He made this inquiry, on his wife's 
father having bought a good number of ſlaves out of 
a Guineaman, ſeveral of whom broke out in violent 
fluxes. 

He has known new negroes put into the field 2 or 
3 days after being bought. They ſometimes remain 
on board in the harbour, 2 or 3 weeks before ſale. 

Has ſeen a great many ulcerated ſailors lying 

P. 182, about, in moſt parts of the iſland, eſpecially at King- 
ſton. They chiefly belonged to Guineamen, for he 
particularly aſked them. 

Has often heard planters ſay, ſuch an overſeer had 
improved the eſtate, by large crops: but never. 
heard any ſuch thing mentioned, in connection, as 
his care of the negroes, or keeping them up by 
breeding. | 

He has often gone on the eſtates of abſentees, 
with atcornies, and came away with them, and ſaw 
very little attention paid, except aſking the overſeer 
when the ſugars would be ready for market. He 
never heard any inquiries made into the negroes ſtate 
and treatment. | | 

Has frequently heard owners of ſlaves ſay, that a 
creole, when fit to work, colts more than a new 
negro. | 

The attorney and overſeer are not always diſtinct 


perſons, He has known ſeveral that were both at- 
torney 
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torney and overſeer, He knew ſeveral in Spaniſh 1791. 

Town, from 20 to 40 miles off the eſtates they were 

attornies for. Attornies are often directly intereſted 

in increaſing the crops, as he always underſtood they P. 183. 
have a per centage on them. 

Overſeers very often have ſlaves of their own : he 
has known them have jobbing gangs. Has known 
the abſent maſter's houſe-ſlaves ſent into the field, 
and the overſeer's put in their room. 

Many more domeſtics are kept in Weſt India fa- 
milies than in ſimilar Engliſh ones. Has known 
from 12 to 20 in a houſe, where halt as many would 
do very well. ; 

Domeſtics certainly increaſe, from being better fed 
and treated, and leſs worked. 

Female ſlaves are very commonly let out, by their , 
owners, for proſtitution, 

Slaves fell vegetables at market, on their owner's 
account; as ſeveral mountain eſtates chiefly depend 
on ſelling vegetables. 

On many eltates he 1s ſure proper medical care was 
not taken of the negroes; as the ſurgeon often lives 
far from the eſtates, and viſits them, when he 
thinks proper. 

He brought a Guinea woman to England, whoP. 184. 
wiſhed much to be ſent to her own country. It 1s 
common for ſick negroes to ſay, with much pleaſure, 
they are going to die, and are going home from this 
Buccra country, 

Has often known flaves 12 months in gaol, from 
their maſter's debts. 

Believes owners are very commonly involved with 
Guinea merchants; for they often ſtay on the eſtates, 
all the week, except Sundays, with their gates always 
locked. Buyers of new negroes, if planters, are 
credited, from one crop to another; if not planters, 
from 6 to 12 months, 

He has very often ſeen refuſe-negroes, ſold at 
vendue, in a wretched ſituation, and very cheap. 


Several make a trade of it. 
Numb, 4. M There 
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There was a captain to every Maroon town, and 
a ſuperintendant over the whole, to keep up order. 


P. 185. He thinks runaways could not be harboured, in the 


Maroon towns, without coming to the captain's 
knowledge, who always lives very near the towns, 
He is appointed, by the governor, as guardian of the 
treaty with the Maroons. He 1s always a white man, 
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Witneſs examined - DREWRY OT LEY, Eſq. 
His Majeſty's Chief Juſtice on the Iſland of 
5 St. Vincent. 


P. 158. Reſided in the W. Indies ſince 1776, chiefly in St. 


2. 


Vincent. Has viſited Antigua, Tobago, Sc. Kitts, 
Grenada, and St. Lucia: was in England about ten 
months of the time. | | 

Is of the council of St. Vincent's, appointed in 
1784, and chief juſtice in 1787. 

Managed his own eſtates there till made chief 
juſtice ; when, often abſent on public buſineſs, he 
employed a manager, whoſe conduct he conſtantly 


ſuperintended. 

As to the laws reſpecting ſlaves; the old ſlave 
acts, which were the general laws throughout the 
iſlands and which in many ſtill continue unrepealed, 
have appeared to him in many cafes unjuſt and in- 
human, as to the perſonal ſecurity of ſlaves; which 
appears only to be provided for, in caſes of murders, 
diſmemberment, and mutilation. And as the evidence 
of ſlaves is never admitted againſt whites, the diffi- 


,culty of legally eſtabliſhing facts is ſo great, that 


white men are in a manner put beyond the reach of 
the law: however, ſuppoſing the proof full, the mur- 
der of a flave in ſome iſlands is only puniſhable by a 
larger fine, and diſmemberment and mutilation by a 
ſmaller. Some of the acts are ſilent on the murder 
of a ſlave, and it has been ſuppoſed, in thoſe iſlands, 


that it was puniſhable by the common law of Eng- 
land : 


W. IN DIES. OTTLEY. 


91 


land: however, on conſidering the latter part of the 1791. 
ſecond clauſe in the St. Vincent ſlave act, which iL 


alſo introduced in ſome of the ſlave acts of the other 
iſlands, is of opinion, that by inference from that 
clauſe, the murder of a ſlave is not puniſhable by 
common law as a capital offence. 

There is no law tor ſecuring the ſlave's property, 
againſt his maſter, nor againit ſtrangers, unleſs the 
maſter brings an action. 

There are laws in moſt of the iſlands obliging 
maſters to provide food and clothing for their ſlaves ; 
but does not think them in general efficient, from the 
difficulty of bringing proof of the breach of the law. 

Some clauſes in the St. Vincent's ſlave act appear 
to be oppreſſive and impolitic; particularly that 
which obliges the whites, under a penalty, to ſearch 
once a fortnight, the negroe houles on the eſtate, for 
runaways or ſtolen goods; that which prevents ſlaves 
from hiring themſelves of their maſters to work on 
their own account; thoſe which lay certain reſtric- 
tion on free negroes, and deprive them in ſome caſes 
of trial by jury; the clauſe which throws obſtacles in 
the way of ſlaves buying their freedom; and ſome 
others which he does not jult now recollect. 

In his anſwers, he confines himſelf to St. Vincent's 
where named; where no iſland is named, his obſerva- 
tions extend to all where the old ſlave acts are yet in 
force. 


The omiſſions in the old laws are ſo numerous that P. 160. : 


it is difficult to aſcertain them; he will therefore ſpeak 
to ſuch alterations and proviſions as appear neceſſary 
for the protection of ſlaves. 

He would recommend the paſſing a ſlave act in 
every iſland, repealing thoſe now in force, and eſta- 
bliſhing regulations upon the principle of the late 
Grenada act, to obviare the difficulty of bring- 
ing evidence againſt whites : councils of protection 
or guardians, ſhould be named to ſee that the provi- 
ſions made for the benefit of ſlaves are enforced : they 
ſhould be empowered to inſpect proviſion grounds, 
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1791. ſick houſes, clothing, negro-houſes, and the general 
wa condition of ſlaves; and upon juſt grounds of ſuſpi- 
cion, to have power to examine whites, or other fr ree 
perſons, on oath, and to proſecute” offenders, where 

neceſſary. 

Thinks, if the guardians do their duty, and act 
with impartiality, that the ſubſtitute for the evidence 
of ſlaves, (provided by the Grenada act) affords as 
great a degree of protection and ſecurity as perſons in 
a ſtate of ſlavery can enjoy. f 

Can deviſe no means, likely to be adopted, for ad- 
mitting the evidence of ſlavcs, in their preſent ſtate 
of ignorance, 

P. 161, The laws lately paſſed in Jamaica, Grenada, and 
Dominica, (as contained in the Privy Council report) 
have ſupplied moſt of the omiſſions now noticed; but 
the Grenada law ſeems beſt calculated to have full 
effect. 5 

The puniſhments to be inflicted by the St. Vincent's 
ſlave act, muſt be by order of juſtices of the peace: 
recollects no proviſions there, which limit the degree, 
or aſcertain the nature, of the puniſhment which a 
maſter or manager may inflict. 

The general modes of puniſhment he has obſerved 
on Welt India eſtates, were, whipping, the ſtocks, 
chains, iron collars; the latter not frequent, nor 
long worn, becauſe deemed hurtful to the ſlaves 
health, 

As to whipping in a cruel manner and diſpropor- 
tionate to the offence, overſeers ſtriking ſlaves 
wantonly, ſubtracting from his allowance, taking a- 

/ way the proviſions he has raiſed, or other arbitrary 
and cruel treatment independent of puniſhment for 
P. 162, oftences, much depends on the temper and diſpoſition 
of maſters or managers. On all the eſtates he has 
known, where the maſter or manager reſided, over- 

ſeers were forbidden to ſtrike any ſlave, and were li- 

able to be turned off if they did. Sometimes they do 

it, but does not think it common. ; 
The 
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W. INDIES OrrIEx. 


The treatment of ſlaves, ſo far as he has obſerved, 
is in general humane. 

Inſtances of cruelty do and will occur, but does 
not think them common. Certainly thinks them 
exceptions to general uſage. 

As to inſtances of notorious cruelty in the iſlands 
going unpuniſhed, never knew but one caſe where a 
man was puniſhed by law 1n St. Vincent's for cruelty 
to a ſlave, and that was very lately. Has heard of 
other caſes of cruelty notorious, which have gone 
unpuniſhed. 

In St. Vincent's, induſtrious field ſlaves are gene- 
rally poſſeſſed of ſome property. So far as he can 
gueſs, an induſtrious but ordinary field ſlave may 
acquire to the amount of 61, or 81. ſterling per ann. 


93 
1791. 
Lay 


Of 200 ſlaves on an eſtate, not more than one-thirdp, 163, 


can be reckoned field ſlaves; ſome of whom will be 


young and indifferent to property, others lazy. He 


ſhould ſuppoſe 12 to 18 might acquire to the amount 
mentioned, Has heard of field ſlaves acquiring to 
a greater amount, but in general they are careſul to 
conceal their property from their maſters.” They 
acquire it by raiſing hogs, goats, poultry, and by the 
culture of their grounds, of which they have in ge- 
neral more than they can cultivate, and as good land 
for the purpoſe as any on the eſtate. Out of crop 
they have half of Saturday, or one day in a fort- 
night, Thinks the latter better for the ſlave, as he 


can go freſh to his work, and has more time to com- 


plete any particular job, 

In St. Vincent's ſlaves are never married according 
to the rites of the Church, but they are very often 
attached to one woman. 


Knows of no law to prevent a white from de-P, 164. 


bauching the wife of a ſlave: but does not recollect 
any caſe of the kind. | 

As the females, who are not married, do not ſeem 
to prize chaſtity much, he ſhould ſuppoſe the men 


licentious with regard to women. 
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Slaves, when paſt the time of youth, often live 


ww faithfully as man and wife, 


P. 16. 


The men are in general ſo addicted to the uſe of 
ſpirituous liquors, chat they will get drunk as oft as 
they can. 

Has heard young females ſtudy to procure abor- 
tions, but never knew a caſe: they are ſo fond of 
dancing, that he does not think pregnancy, unleſs 
far advanced, would prevent their going a great way 
for it. Dances are common, but ſlaves from diſtant 
eſtates are forbidden, 

The ſlaves are in general very harmleſs and peace- 
able. Never knew a caſe, even where they have 
been ſaid to be ill treated, of their attempting to 
injure their maſter's property from reſentment; tho? 
were they ſo inclined, they have many opportuni- 
* ties, particularly in crop time, They diſcover a 
benevolent diſpoſition, and a general good will. On 
every diſtreſsful emergency, ſuch as fire, which often 
happens, he has always obſerved negroes from the 
neighbouring plantations, uncalled, even in the 
night, ready and active to their utmoſt exertion in 
relieving the misfortune of the moment. Recollects 
an inſtance which occurred in 1785 : A fire ſuddenly 
broke out among his canes, at a place the moſt diſ- 
tant from where his own ſlaves were working. Thoſe 
of Sir William Young, who were at work near the 
ſpot, voluntarily run to the place, and with much 
trouble and ſome riſque extinguiſhed the flames, 
which might otherwiſe have deſtroyed 50 or 60 
hogſhcads of ſugar; nor did they aſk any reward; 
but of courle ſome recompence was ſent them. 

Thoſe ſeaſoned to the iſlands appear to be of a 
chearful temper; and are fo, when well uſed ; which 
may be known by their returning merry and ſing- 
ing, from their work. 

Thinks, on eſtates well handed with ſeaſoned 
negroes, and which have a regular ſucceſſion of chil- 
dren to ſupply thoſe who fall off by age, the numbers 


ga: be kept up, and probably increaſe without 
| importation, 
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importation. In many inſtances, eſtates, humanely 1791. 
managed, and with a ſuitable proportion of the ſexes, .. 


actually have, and do increaſe their numbers without 
importation. (p. 167.) 


Is acquainted with the Caribs of St. Vincent's. P. 166. 


They are moſtly of the negro race, ſaid to be deſcen- 
ded from ſuch as eſcaped from a ſlave ſhip, wrecked 
upon the coaſt, 

Believes they do not incorporate runaways, who 
would be eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the Caribs, who 
have a peculiar flattening in the forehead, produced 
in infancy; they have a reward too for bringing in run- 
aways; and there is beſides a ſtrong antipathy be- 
tween them and the ſlaves (p. 169). Their number is 
ſaid to be 3000, ſo that they mult certainly have in- 
creaſed, and believes they are ſtill on the increaſe: 

they are fond of ſpirituous liquors (p. 169). 
As ſlaves can never live fo much at their eaſe as 
the Caribs do, and muſt be more expoſed while at 
work, they will be ſubject to diſeaſes, to which the 
Caribs and free negroes are not; they will therefore 
probably not increaſe ſo much, though they may in- 
creaſe. 


W. India eſtates are in general deeply mortgaged: P. 167. 


in proportion to the weight of debt on them, they 
will in many inſtances be worked with greater exer- 
tion of labour, and under diſadvantages of credit pre- 
judicial to the ſupplies for comfort, or even ſub- 
ſiſtence of the ſſaves, in many cafes, 

He ſhould neceſſarily conclude, that where flaves 
are not ſupplied equally with the neceſſaries and 
comforts of life, they will of courſe be proportionally 
detective in increaſe, 

The proprietors of eſtates preſſed by their credi- 
tors would, he fears, be induced to work their gangs 
beyond their ſtrength, were they cut off from fre 
ſupplies of ſlaves, and thus a ſudden and total aboli- 
tion eventually prove oppreſſive to many ſlaves in 
the Welt Indies, | 

Believes, 
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Believes, the queſtion of the ſlave-trade depending 


in the Britiſh Parliament, may have directed the at- 


P. 168. 


tention of the colonial legiſlatures, to the reform of 
the laws in favour of ſlaves; and while the queſtion 
continues pending, believes they will be diſpoſed 
to adopt any practicable regulations Which may be 
recommended to them; but does not think they 
would attend to ſuch recommendation with the ſame 
good temper and ſatisfaction were the queſtion de- 
cided, and the ſlave- trade ſtopt. 

Does not think any effectual reform of the ſlave 
laws could be made without the co-operation of the 
colonies, as by the conſtitution of their governments, 
their legiſlative bodies muſt paſs the laws, and the 


magiſtrates and others in the iſlands enforce them. 


His letter to Sir William Young, contained in the 
Privy Council Report, was written in haſte, and 
merely for Sir William's private information, 

As the laws now ſtand in many of the iſlands, do- 
meſtick ſlaves muſt be peculiarly ſubject to their 
maſters caprice; and their ſituation can leſs be effect- 
ed by regulations of law, than even that of field 
ſlaves, becauſe the conduct of maſters to domeſticks 


P. 169. is not ſo open to the obſervation of the world. 


ted to a certain number o 


As to ſuppoling private 1 to be reſtric- 
laſhes, and maſters and 
overſeers ſhould exceed the limitation, or ſplitting 
one crime into many, give the limited number for 
each; can deviſe no mode of bringing ſuch maſter 
or other to juſtice, while the evidence of a ſlave con- 
tinues inadmiſſible, 
Believes there are 400 or 500 whites in all, ex- 
cluſive of the military, in St. Vincent's ; perhaps 150 
more in the ſmall iſlands now connetod with it; and 
imagines the ſlaves on thoſe iſlands, which are not 
many, are included in the number of St. Vincent's 
ſlaves. 
Never knew a free negro hire himſelf to field la- 
bour, to hire as mechanicks is common. 


The 
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The ſtock of ſlaves on his eſtate when he firſt went 1790, 
out have conſtantly increaſed ; but the new negroes wv 
he has bought lince 1784, have, in ſpite of all poſſibleP. 170. 


attention to them, decreaſed at leaſt one in eight, 
Mr. Robley told him, that on his eſtate Sandy Point, 
in Tobago, there has been a conſtant conſiderable 
increaſe by births, though the ſituation does not 
ſeem healthy. In St. Vincent's, upon Sir William 
Young's eſtate, Calliagua, there has been for ſome 
years paſt a conſtant increaſe by births; the ſame on 
Mr. Haffey's eſtate, and he believes alſo upon Mr. 
Winn's; and likewiſe upon Mr. Collins's and a Mr, 
Morgan's eſtates. 

It proper attention was paid to the religious in- 
ſtruction of ſlaves, he is convinced it would be of the 
greateſt advantage to the planters. Within theſe 
three or four years, ſome Methodiſt miſſionaries, 
have had acceſs to many eſtates in St. Vincent's, for 
that purpoſe, Has heard that in Antigua the ſlaves 
have been greatly improved in their morals by the 
inſtructions of the Moravians; inſomuch, that the 
actual value of ſuch ſlaves, conſidered as objects of 
commerce, has been raiſed. An increaſe of popula- 
tion from the births, would be an undoubted con- 
ſequence of the moral improvement of ſlaves (p. 
I74.) 

=_ not think, that even on thoſe eſtates where 
he has known the ſtock kept up and increaſed by 
births, ſuch attention has been paid to the ſubject as 
he would judge proper (p. 174.) 

As to whites eſcaping puniſhment in atrocious 
caſes, from negro evidence being invalid, recollects, 
that in October 1789, a ſlave in Tobago was ſaid, 
and univerlally belicved, to have been ſtabbed by a 


white (thinks the manager of the eſtate) in the pre- P. 171. 


ſence of many other (laves. The man died on the 
ſpot, and the white was tried, bur, for want of ſuch 
evidence as Weſt Indian courts of law require, was 
acquitted, Another caſe occurred in St. Vincent's ; 
a white, was ſtrongly ſuſpected of having ſhot his 

Numb. 4. N brother- 
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1791. brother-in-law, the fact was ſaid by two or three 
wn ſlaves to have been done in their preſence; and, 


P. 173. 


the coroner's inqueſt (he thinks) confirmed this ſuſ- 
picion, by a verdict of wilful murder, againſt this 
white. At a court where he (Mr. Ottley) preſided, 
the cauſe was tried, and although there ſcarcely re- 
mained a doubt with the jury of the man's guilt, he 
was nevertheleſs acquitted, for want of ſufficient 
evidence. | | 

Thinks, that ſlaves in general are better treated, 
and more ſatisfied with their condition, where the 
owner reſides. | | 

Where ground proviſions are ſcarce, and the owner's 
embarraſſments prevent his getting ſupplies of im- 
ported proviſions, his negroes mult certainly ſuffer, 
In 1779, he has heard, many perſons ſuffered in An- 
tigua from this circumſtance. 


P, 172. Has always heard that in St. Kitt's the chief de- 


endance is on imported proviſions, and it muſt be 
often ſo in Antigua, from the droughts to which 
they are ſubject. 

Where N as has often happened, take in 
more cane land than they can properly cultivate, the 
labour of the negroes will be increaled, and the land 
will not be productive. 

Never knew a field ſlave buy his freedom. Never 
heard of act of ſuicide among creoles. 

As to inſurrections, whether moſt to be apprehend- 
ed from African or Creole ſlaves, there never was 
an inſurrection in St. Vincent's; but thoſe which 
happened in Tobago, he has heard, originated with 
the Africans, | 
| The circumſtance of being forcibly torn from 
their families and friends, will frequently have the 
effect to ſhorten the lives of imported ſlaves parti- 
cularly the aged: thoſe who deſtroy themſelvcs are 
always found to be adults. 

The climate of St. Vincent's, when firſt ſettled, 
being covered with wood, was very fatal to Eu- 
ropeans z but now it ſeems as healthy as any other 

of 
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of the iſlands; and it has been remarked, that no 1791. 
greater mortality has occurred among the troops, fo 


theſe five or [ix years paſt, than is common in Eng- 
land. The Europeans who are reſident, from ex- 
poſure during the hours of labour, are frequently ſubs 
ject to dilcales. 

By the court act, ſlaves may be ſeized for the 
owner's debt, but not till his goods, chattels, and 
produce are found inſufficient. Slaves by the laws 
of St. Vincent's are in general conſidered as of the 
nature of real eſtate, and ſo deſcend to the heir, and 
widows are dowable from them; but where the per- 
ſonal eſtate is inſufficient, executors may inventory 
ſlaves, and apply them to the diſcharge of the teſta- 
tor*s debts. But to prevent eſtates being deprived of 
ſlaves, there is a particular law in St. Vincent's, al- 
lowing the executors to advance money at 6 per cent. 
intereſt, taking ſecurity on the ſlaves. 

In caſe of actual ſeizure, the marſhal is equally 
reſponſible for ſlaves, as for other property. 


As to ſeparation of families, by ſuch ſales, the p. 174. 


law has provided, that a woman and her infant child 
ſhall always be ſold together. Does not recollect 
any other proviſion. 

Is of opinion, that the reforms in the treatment of 
ſaves hinted in the preceding part of his evidence, 
would be for the mutual advantage of owner and 
ſlave. 

With reſpe& to the intereſts of the owner and 
managers being ſometimes at variance, it is in ge- 
neral the manager's intereſt to make large crops, to 
ſupport his character as a planter; and perſons often 
judging from effects, he may feel himſelf under a 
kind of neceſſity of working the ſlaves harder than 
he wiſhes, to keep up to the produce of former years. 

Never loſt more than two or three children on his 
eſtates by the tetanus, but many by worms between 
three and fix years, which ſeems the moſt fatal diſ- 
order to children in the Weſt Indies, white as well 
as negro, 
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1791. Want of food and other ill treatment he ſhould 


Wyn ſuppolc to be one great cauſe of ſaves running away: 

P. 175. indeed he has heard of a caſe, where about 20 negroes, 
who had been long abſent, on the death of a maſter 
eſteemed very ſevere, voluntarily returned to the 
eſtate: however, has known negroes run away with- 
out any provocation. 

Upon aſking his African negroes how they became 
ſlaves, ſome who were imported young, ſaid, they were 
kidnapped; others, that they had been ſold for 
crimes, or priſoners of war. 
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Witneſs examined—Reverend Mr. STuarT. 


P. 175. Has been at Guadaloupe, Dominique, St. Croix, 
St. Euſtatius, St. Kitts, (at the laſt about a year) 
and Nevis. Went to the Weſt Indies about the be- 

P. 177-ginning of 1778, and left them in 1779 for America, 

P. 175. which he left at Chriſtmas 1782. Has had a twenty 
years acquaintance with the condition of ſlaves in the 
different ſtates of N. America. 

He is warranted in declaring that the negroes are 
an oppreſſed and much injured race, in no better 
eſtimation than labouring cattle; and every deſcrip- 
tion of their treatment he has met with, falls ſhort 

P. 176. of their real ſtate, He read Mr. Ramſay” s, in ma- 
nuſcript, at St. Kitts, and comparing it on the ſpot 
with the treatment of the llaves, thought it too 
favourable. 

Though there are as humane people in the Weſt 
Indies as elſewhere, they are from the nature of 
ſlavery led into cruel meaſures. The puniſhments 
there often ſeemed too ſevere, Has ſeen many ne- 
groes working in chains both in America and Weſt 
Indies. Has often known runaways put in a dun— 
geon at night, and once ſaw about fourteen, ſome of 
whom were in chains, put into a dungeon, apparent- 


ly 
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ly much too ſmall for them. Next morning he ſaw 1791. 


one of them taken out dead. 


go wo 


Slaves in America ſeem more hearty and robuſtP, 177. 


than thoſe in the Weſt Indies, owing, he ſuppoſes, 
to their being better fed. Their allowance was a 

uart of Indian corn, peale, or rice, each day, and 
a little ſalt. 


It was generally believed the Carolina ſlaves in- 


creaſed without importation. | 

He was told at St, Croix, that the laves, inftruted 
by the Moravians, were better behaved than the 
Others. ut 

The blacks are not inferior to the whites in abili- 
ties or diſpoſition. They have as -much generoſity, 
fidelity, gratitude, underſtanding, and ingenuity; 
capable of receiving religious inſtruction, and im- 
provement of every kind. Has found his black 
ſervants in nothing inferior to his white ones, and is 
ſure that education and opportunity alone make a 
difference between the two deſcriptions. 

Nothing had been done to alleviate the ſituation 
of the negroes, in general, in the period of Mr. 
Stuarts's reſidence in America and the W. Indies. 


On —— m OTE — 


Witneſs examined Captain ScoTT. 


Captain Alexander Scott, of the Royal navy, was P. 177. 
on the coaſt of Africa from Senegal to Cape Coaſt, P. 178. 


in the Merlin, 1769, during the rainy ſeaſon. Out 
of go men they buried there 8, of whom only 4 died 
of the diſorders of the country. The ſurfs there are 
not an utter inpediment to landing and ſhipping 
goods. He has himſelf landed from his own boat 
at Dixcove, Commenda, and Cape Coaft, and the 
boats without him, allo at Succonda, He has been 
in the W. Indies longer than on the Coalt of Africa, 
and has of courſe ſeen greater ſurfs there than on the 


coalt, | 
From 
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From a tranſaction which happened the ſecond day 
after his arrival in the Weſt Indies, he thought the 
negroes very cruelly uled. He ſaw a white man 
purſue a negro into the water, bring him out, and 
take him to the wharf, where he had him hung up 
to a crane by his hands, which were tied together, 
and weights tied to his feet. When thus hoiſted up, 
but io as ſtill ro touch the ground, another negio 
was ordered to whip him with a prickly buſh. He 
walked away from the diſagreeable ſight, The next 


day he ſaw the ſame negro lying on the beach, and 


P. 185. 


P. 186. 


with the aſſiflance of another taking the prickles out 
of his breech, ſeemingly ſwelled and bloody. The 
negro alligned as a reaſon for the whipping, that 
the wharfinger thought he had ſtaid too long on an 
errand, 


— — 
Witneſs examined — Rev. Mr. Davies. 


Reſided at Barbadoes fourteen years; the three laſt, 
learning the management of a ſugar eſtate; left it 
twenty-one years ago. 

It was not underitood that flaves had a right to le- 
gal redreſs when ill uſed by maſters. 

As to field ſlaves being well, or ſparingly fed, it is 
difficult to judge from appearance only; before crop 
many ſeemed very emaciated, in crop they looked 
well. Has ſeen their allowance dealt out; a grown 
negroe had nine pints of corn and about one pound 
of ſalt- fiſn per week: lome principal ſlaves had as far 
as twelve pints; but the grain of the Weſt Indies 1s 
much lighter than wheat, 

Never knew field-ſlaves acquire conſiderable pro- 
perty; they had a few houſe-neceſſaries, and were 
allowed to keep a pig, or a goat, and poultry, 

As to its being a ſcrious object with planters, to 
keep up the ſtock of flaves by breeding; it was ſo 
much otherwite, as to be generally thought a neceſ- 


ſary 
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ſary part of plantation expenſe to buy a lot of new 179 1. 
ſlaves every ſix or ſeven years. Thinks the cauſe why ww 


the number of ſlaves are nor kept up by births is, that 
temales are over worked, in turning dung, carrying 
it out in baſkets of 60 to 70 pound weight on their 
heads, and that for about eight hours a day, in the 
ſeaſon. On their return home, they have to grind 
their corn by the ſtrength of their arms, rubbing it 
between two ſtones : they mult riſe with the earlieſt 
dawn to prepare their food, that they may be in the 
field in time to eſcape puniſhment. Their circum- 
ſtances (particularly the grinding corn) tended to dif- 
courage marriage, the woman's life becoming harder 
then, from being thus a ſlave to her huſband (p. 187). 

Pregnant women, and ſuch as had children, are 
allowed to come into the field a litile later than the 
; - | 

With very good uſage, if the females are to the 
males as three to four, the ſtock may be kept up by 
births; as it was on Kendal plantation belonging to 
Joſhua Steele, eſq. though the proportion was as two 
to three (p. 188). 

Though people in general ſeemed to conſider ſlaves 
as their molt valuable property; yet their attention to 
them (from a ſenſe of intereſt) appeared inſufficient, 
becauſe a great number of recruits was neceſſary, 

To produce large quantities of ſugar at a ſmall ex- 
penſe, was the chief criterion of a manager's merit; 


though owners ſometimes diſcharged their managers 
for too much ſeverity. 


Is of opinion they cultivated too much cane land, P. 187. 


and too little proviſions, as many were obliged to buy 
American corn: thinks having leſs cane land would 
produce better treatment to the aves, and be ulti- 
mately for the maſter's benefit. 
The dependance on imported ſlaves certainly con- 
tributed to embarraſs planters, 
As to the practicability of keeping up the ſtock of 
ſlaves by births, provided it had becn an object of 
ſcrious attention tothe planters; cannot lay he attended 
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to it when on the iſland, but it does appear to him 
now (from the facts which then fell ac his notice 
p. 188.) that by general good uſage of the ſlaves, 
and a milder treatment of females in particular, 
by the uſe of cattle and inſtruments of huſbandry, e- 
ſpecially the plough, their numbers might be kept 
up, perhaps increaſe. Knew a few eſtates which kept 
up their numbers without importation. 

is of opinion ſlaves were 1n general too ſparingly 
fed, whether the maſter was embarraſſed or not. 

Underſtood from common report, that there were 
few eſtates that were not more or leſs embarraſſed, 
from debt to the Eupopean merchant, or trom join- 
tures, or fortunes to brothers and ſiſters. 

On aſking African negroes how they became ſlaves, 
was aniwered they had been kidnapped. 

Thinks their feelings much the ſame as Europeans, 


When removed from their habitations and ſpots of 


P. 189. 


P. 189. 


ground, they have been known to pine away. 
As to the practice of ſlaves conſtantly working 
under a driver, does not recollect a ſingle exception. 
The whip is committed to the hands of apprentice 
boys, as well as to men, who often puniſh the ſlaves 


for very ſlight faults, arbitrarily, 
—— — — — 


| Witneſs Examined—Mr. Marx Cook. 


Mr. Mark Cook arrived in Jamaica in 1774, and 
left it, 1790; was three years in planting buſineſs : 
reſt of the time as clerk and ſchoolmaſter with dif- 
terent gentlemen there. 

His ficit impreſſion of ſlaves treatment ſhocking; 
for he lived cloſe by a cane- piece, where they worked, 
and conſtantly heard the whip going. Slaves uſed 
cruelly, hardly looked on better than beaſts, and 
often uſed worle, 

Have not ſufficient food nor time to cultivate 


their grounds. Has known both Africans and Creoles 
=} cat 
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eat putrid carcaſes, is convinced through want, would 1791. 
not have done it if they had had other ſufficient food.. 
when they have time and opportunity, are veryP, 190, 


cleanly in their food —are very fond of waſhing 
themſelves, 

Are but indifferently clothed : one half of them al- 
molt naked in the field; this not from choice but 
want are fond of clothes when they can get any; alſo 
badly lodged; if overſeers can get their work done, 
they do not attend to ſuch matters. 

Their uſual puniſhments very ſevere, more ſo than 
neceſſary to procure the work to be done properly: 
much more of it might be done, were they better 
fed and leſs whipped. | 

Common to dung cane pieces by moon-light, and 
to oblige them to pick grals after their day's work : 


this a great hardſhip. Negroe's grounds generally P. 191. 


about two miles from the works; common to exact 
graſs picking for overſeer's cattle; ſeldom eſcape 
puniſhment if they neglect it. (p. 191.) 

In crop-time they work in general about 18 hours 
out of 24: are often hurt through mere fatigue and 
want of ſleep: knew a girl loſe her hand by the mill 
while feeding it; for overcome by ſleep, ſhe dropped 
againſt the rollers, Has heard of ſeveral inſtances 
of the kind, 

Has known negroes own grounds taken from them 
to be put in canes for maſter's uſe, and wood land 
given them in exchange—a great hardſhip, and cer- 
tainly the cauſe of great diſſatisſaction among them. 

Thinks they are in general much neglected in 
ſickneſs. There are doctors on eſtates, but they 
ſeldom attend. Has known negroes, ordered to 


work by doctor when incapable of doing it, drop in 


the field, and obliged to be brought back again. 
Much the ſame work is expected from pregnant 
women as others; has ſeen them holing within a few 


hours of delivery; has known 39 laſhes given them P. 192, | 


at this time; has heard many of them wilh never to 
Numb, 4 O have 
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1791. have children to undergo the hardſhips they them- 
ww ſclves have been ſubject to. 


P. 193, 


P. 194. 


Superannuated ſlaves have no allowance, and only 
what they can get among their relations; has ſeen 
them wandering about the beach, left to take care of 
themſclves. 

Deſert frequently, owing to hunger and fear of 
flogging when threatened : wheh brought in are ge- 
nerally ſeverely flogged, and ſometimes have an iron 
boot put on one or both legs, and a chain or collar 
round their neck. The chain is locked, the collar 
faſtened on by a rivet. When the collar is with 3 
projections, it is impoſſible for them to lie down to 
lleep; even with 2 they muſt lie uneaſily. Has ſeen 
collars with 4 projections. Never knew any injury 
from the chain and collar, but ſeverely galling their 
necks; has, however, known a negro loſe his leg 
from wearing the boot. 

A man and his wife, if induſtrious, and have their 
due time allowed them, may earn 3 or 4 bits per 
week, at the utmoſt, Never heard of a field MI 
buying his own freedom. 

Domeſtic negroes are often ſeverely puniſhed, but 
not ſo often as field ſlaves: has known many inſtan- 
ces: knew a lady, who had both her men and women 
domeitics laid down and flogged every Monday 
morning for different ſlight offences, which happened 
In the previous week. 

Knows of no legal protection ſlaves have [againſt 
injuries from their maſters, 

Has known a field ſlave receive 200 laſhes by 
order of the overfeer, and a domeſtic 50, by order 
of his miſtreſs. 

Once knew a runaway ſlave brought in, with part 
of a turkey with him, which he had ſtolen. His 
maſter immediately made two negroes hold him 
down, and with a hammer and a punch knocked out 
two of his upper and two of his under teeth. Really 
thinks negro had ſtolen from hunger, as he was no- 
thing but ſkin and bones. Malter was not reckoned 

cruel. 
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cruel. Witneſs lived with him three years, and re- 1791. 


members no other cruelty committed by him. 

Never knew any complaint made to a magiſtrate, 
or puniſhment inflicted on owner or overſeer in any 
of the caſes mentioned, or in any other caſe whatſo- 
ever, for ill uſing a negro. | 

Has known negroes often puniſhed for complain- 
ing to the owner or attorney againſt their overſeers, 

Chaſtity of negro women 1s not at all ſecure 
againſt overſeers: if overſeer ſends for a girl for 
ſuch a purpoſe, ſhe muſt come or be flogged. Has 
known them threatened and flogged for refuſing, 
_ Knew a Mulatto girl run away, in conſequence of 
being threatened on that account. She was the wife 
of one of her own colour. Her huſband and chil- 
dren ran away at the ſame time, | 


Has known both Mulattoes and Quadroons con-P. 195. 


fined in irons 6 or 7 years, at the ſole will of their 
owner. When they came out, (which was on the 
death of their miſtreſs) their limbs were ſo diſtorted 
they could not walk, Was informed of it by one 
who lived two years on the eſtate, and had ſeen them 
often, and with whom he lived afterwards in the 
lame employ, | 

Greateſt recommendation of an overſeer is the 
magnitude of the crop he makes, without regard to 
working the negroes hard; muſt work them hard to 
make large crops. 

Some overſeers are paid ſo much upon every hogſ- 
head of ſugar, and puncheon of rum. Others have 
a ſtated annual ſalary, 

Perſons ſometimes officiate on eſtates both as 
attorneys and overſcers at ſame time, Has known 
attorneys reſide 40 or 50 miles from the eſtates they 
were to ſuperintend, 


A gentleman, on whoſe eſtate he lived, bought P. 196. 


25 negroes in one lot, and at two years end had only 
$ or 10 left, A great many African negroes die in 
the firſt three years after importation, 


Has heard African negroes expreſs their praiſe of 
Q 2 their 
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their own country, and grief at leaving it. Never 
knew one but wiſhed to go back again. Was told 
by one, when aſking him the mode of his capture, 
that they undermined the houſe in which he and fa- 
mily lived, and came in upon them in the night, and 
took them all away. 

Knew a negro man who hanged himſelf, alſo a 
woman. On the ſame property a man had ſhot him- 
ſelf before witneſs came to it. Has heard of many 
other inſtances of the kind; all Africans. Great 
rejoicings made by African negroes at the funerals 


of each other, from a belief that the deceaſed are 


gone to their own country again. 

Capacity of ſome negroes is very great: as to diſ- 
polition, they ſeem ſtubborn at firſt coming, but 
grow better in time. In both theſe points they do 
not differ much from lower white people, when they 
have been ſometime in the country, 


P. 197- Knows two eſtates where, he believes, negroes 


P. 198. 


Increaſed by births, which he aſcribes to good uſage 
and their not being worked too hard, 

Maroon negroes, believes, are increaſing very faſt, 

Domeſtic uſed in general much better than field 
ſlaves; thinks they uſually increaſe, but not fo faſt 
as held flaves, when well uſed. | 

Cultivation of cotton, coffee, and pimento, much 
more eaſy than that of ſugar; and ſlaves there look 
better and increaſe faſter than thoſe on ſugar eſtates, 

Jobbing gangs are uſed in general better than 
field ſlaves, if they work under their own maſters; 
but if under the overſeer of the eſtate, much worſe, 

Slaves of a perſon embarraſſed are worſe clothed 
and fed on that account; thinks in general they are 
uled better, when their owner lives on the eſtate 
himſelf, | 

Knows of no regulation to prevent ſeparation of 
families, when ſlaves are fold by writs of venditioni, 
or from African ſhips. Slaves ſubject to impriſon- 
ment when ſeized for maſter's debts, Has 3 

them 
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them lie long in gaol, and then ſold, if the debt 1791. 


not paid, 

Is of opinion white mechanics can do equally as 
much labour in Jamaica, if under ſhelter, as in 
England out of doors, at proper hours. 

Believes there are now more droughts in Jamaica 
than formerly, on account of ſo much land havin 
been cleared. Has heard many elderly natives ſay, 
they never formerly wanted ſeaſonable weather. 

Has ſeen many Guinea ſailors lying about the towns, 
and travelling in the country full of ulcers ; ſeemed 
very miſerable people: a very great proportion of 
thoſe in Kingſton hoſpital are Guineamen. 

Few eſtates but what have runaway negroes. When 
the number 1s ſufficient to make it worth while, 
book-keepers from the different eſtates, armed with 
a muſket and a couteau, hunt after them in the woods. 


wa —_y 


They fire at them at times, but not with a view ofP. 199. 


killing them. Never knew any killed on ſuch oc- 
caſions. 
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Witneſs examined Captain Cook. 


Captain Cook, of the 89th regiment, was in Bar- P. 199. 


badoes, St. Lucia, St. Kitt's, &c. in 1780 and 1781. 
Thought the*negroes in the towns were treated with 
very great ſeverity. He ſaw a woman named Rachel 
Lawder beat a female tlave moſt unmercifully; having 
bruiſed her head almoſt to a jelly with the heel of her 
ſhoe, ſhe threw her with great force on the ſear of a 
child's neceſſary, and then tried to ſtamp her head 
through the hole, and would have murdered her if 
not prevented by two officers, The girls crime was 
the not bringing money enough from on board ſhip, 
where ſhe was ſent by her miſtreſs for the purpoſe of 

proſtitution. 
A domeltick ſlave, an excellent ſervant, and in ge- 
neral well reſpected by the officers on whom he at- 
tended 
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1791. tended at meſs, having made a miſtake on an errand for 
wn ſome cards, his miſtreſs, a perſon of reſpectable con- 
dition, calling him by name ſaid, Go to the jumper (to 
P. 200. whom ſhe paid 208. a year to flog her negroes) give 
my ſervice to him, and tell him to give you 27 
lathes, with which the poor creature was obliged to 
comply. The company was diſpleaſed, and the of- 

ficers left the houſe. 

Two young ladies of fortune, ſiſters, one of whom 
was diſpleaſed at the pregnancy of a female ſlave f 
belonging to the other, by the fon of the ſurgeon at- 
tending the eltate, proceeded to ſome very derogatory 
acts of cruelty. With their own garters they tied 
the young woman neck and heels, and then beat her 
almoſt to death with the heels of their ſhoes: one of 
her eyes continued a long while after in danger of 
being loſt, They afterwards continued to ule her 

ill, confining and degrading her. Captain Cook 
came in during the beating, and was an eye witneſs 
of it himſelf. | 

Neither in theſe nor any ſimilar inſtances (and he 
could mention others) did the ſlave obtain any legal 
redreſs, nor does he know of any redreſs trom law for 
the worſt injuries, nor even of puniſhment for the 
murder of flaves, Two flaves were murdered and 
thrown into the road during his ſtay, yet no legal in- , 
quiry took place that he ever heard of. This ex- 
cited his frequent inquiries from perſons of all ranks 
and deſcriptions, and the univerſal anſwer was, that 
they did not chooſe to make examples of white men 
there, fearing it might be attended with dangerous 
conſequences, | 

He never knew an inſtance of any endeavour to 
conceal cruelties of this kind.” Being on a vilit to 
General Frear at an eſtate of his in Barbadoes, and 
riding one morning with the General and two other 
officers, they ſaw near a houſe upon a dunghill, a 
naked negro nearly ſuſpended by ſtrings from his 

P. 201. elbows backwards, to the bough of a tree, with his 
feet barely reſting upon the ground, and an iron 
weight 
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weight round his neck, at leaſt, to appearance, of 1791. 
141b. weight: and thus without one creature near www 


him, or apparently near the houſe, was this wretch 
left expoſed to the noon-day ſun. Returning a few 
hours after they found him in the ſame ſtate, and 
would have releaſed him but for the advice of Ge- 
neral Frear, who had an eſtate in the neighbourhood. 

The gentlemen through diſguſt ſhortened their viſit, 
and returned the next morning. 

The inferior white people, however, have a general 
impreſſion, that they are puniſhable by law if they 
inflict more than 39 laſhes at one time on a negro. 

This law may be evaded by ſplitting a crime into 
many, and by intervals, dividing the times; and of 
this where ſlaves are puniſhed at home, there are 
daily inſtances. Returning home one evening late with 
Major Fitch of the goth regiment, they heard moſt 
dreadful cries, and on approaching the ſquare at 
Bridge-Town, found they proceeded from the houſe of 
a man that ſold liquor, and heard the repeated laſhes 
of a whip on a creature whom they conceived to be 
dying. On their requeſting admiſſion, the cruelty 
ſeemed to be wantonly increaſed, which ſo provoked 
them that they broke open the door, and found a negro 
girl of about 19 chained to the floor, almoſt expiring 
with agony and loſs of blood. The man taking re- 


fuge behind his compter from their indignation, and P. 202. 


thinking himſclt free from the law, immediately cried 
out with exultation, that he had only given her 39 
laſhes at a time, and that only three times ſince the 
beginning of the night. He then threatened them 
for breaking his door, and intertering between him 
and his flave, whom he would flog to death for all 
any one, and have given her the fourth 39 laſhes be- 
fore morning, which mull have Kkilied her as ſhe 
ſeemed then to be dying. 

When maſters were embarraſſed their ſlaves al- 
ways ſuffered in clothes and food; they often ſuf- 
fered in the ſame manner trom the rapacity of ma- 
nagers in the abſence of their maiters, 3 
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The ſlaves on large eſtates, the managers being 
in general more reſpectable men, ſeemed happier than 


thoſe on the ſmaller. 
Female flaves in the towns are very frequently let 


out for proſtitution, or at leaſt on paying a weekly 


P. 203. 


ſum to their owners, have leave to go on board the 
ſhips of war fur that purpoſe, This is common with 
the inferiour people, and frequent even among the 
better fort. He has known a girl ſeverely puniſhed 
by her owner tor returning without the full wages 
ot her proſtitution, 

On ſome eſtates of the better kind, care was taken 
of thoſe whom age or infirmity had rendered no 
longer ſerviceable, and eaſy offices were aſſigned 
them, ſo that ſome have grown extremely old, and 
been uſcful to the laſt ; but among the inferiour, and 
ſometimes among the molt opulent, the reverſe is the 
caſe; they have been diſmiſſed to poverty and diſtreſs: 
and he does not believe that there is any law to pre- 


vent owners from turning, ſuch ſlaves upon the pub- 


lick, to ſtarve and die in the ſtreets. 

He has no doubt, and he ſpeaks from many in- 
ſtances, that white people by habits of temperance, 
and regularity of hours, might bring themſelves to 
go through nearly as much labour and fatigue in the 
Welt Indies as any people whatever. 

It does not appear to him that the abſence of the 
owner is in general hurtful to the ſlave, but that it 
has ſometimes been much ſo, on one eſtate in particu- 
lar, where the manager made a Jarger fortune than 
his malter. 

In general among the white people, and particu- 
larly the women, even of the better families, they be- 
lieve, and endeavour to propagate an opinion, that 
the negroes are an interiour ſpecies of being. 

The clearing of Barbadoes has been thought pre- 
Judicial to the tertility of the iſland, the trees for- 
merly having attracted ſhowers that do not now fall 
ſo frequently as betore, * 
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He has known both mulattoes and African ne- 1791. 
groes purchaſe their freedom, but never a field ſlave - 
When reſident at Barbadoes, two inſtances of ne- P. 204. 


gro ſuicide occurred. A flave who had fled from 
home for ſome crime he had committed, was loſt for 
ſeveral weeks. Being accidentally met by a man 
whole buſinels it is to take up runaway negroes, and 
two aſſiſtants with him; the negro too much 1nti- 
midated to fly, cried out to them, ] will not be ta- 
ken alive; you and I have lived many years together, 
and why ſnould we hurt each other.” So, brandiſh- 
ing his hanger, he ſaid, “Keep off,“ and immedi- 
ately ſtabbed himſelf. In the other inſtance, a ſlave 
jumped into a well to avoid puniſhment for a mur- 
der he had committed through jealouſy. 

When up in the country, he heard it ſaid by the 
manager of an eſtate, that an old man, whoſe office 
it had long been to flog the negroes, could ſtrike 
with a whip of 7 feet long or longer, ſo exactly, as 
to lodge the point of the Jaſh juſt within the fleſh, 
where it would remain, till picked out with his fin- 
ger and thumb. The manager offered to thew the 
experiment, and tendered wagers that he ſucceeded 
once in three times, which were of courſe declined. 
Negroes, when flogged in the country, are laid on 
their belly, with a negro at each hand and foot to 
raiſe them from the ground. In towns, they ſtand 
bare in the open ſtreets, and expoſe their poſteriors 
to the jumper. He has been ſhocked to ſee in the 
ſtreets of Bridge-Town, a girl of 16 or 17, a domeſ- 


tic ſlave, running on her ordinary buſineſs, with an P. 205. 


iron collar, having two hooks projecting ſeveral in- 
ches both before and behind, 
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Was in Jamaica from June, 1771, to March, 1786P, 205. 


As overſeer the laſt ten years, the former time book- 
Numb. 4. P keeper, 
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1791. keeper, except the firſt ſix months, when he was 
— clerk to a ſtore in Kingſton, 


In towns ſlaves were uſually flogged on the wharfs, 
(where they were ſent, becauſe the place was public, 
and for the conveniency of the crane and weights, 
p, 206.) They are ſtript, tied up to the crane, with 
one or two fifty-ſixes to their feet, and a handkerchief 
round them for decency, and flogged with 39 laſhes, 
probably more. Others were ſent to the work- houles 
and flogged every morning, or every monday morn- 
ing, according to the malter's diſpoſition. The pu- 
niſhment was generally ſo ſevere, as to cut them and 
bring blood, ſo as to make their frocks, if immedi- 
ately put on, appear as ſtiff as buckram. He never 
knew 1t inflicted by a magiſtrate's order, 

Pregnant women .were very often flogged as deſ- 
cribed, and frequently miſcarried from ſevere whip- 

ings. | 


P. 206. This mode of puniſhment continued the ſame du- 


ring all his ſtay in the iſland, 

Negroes proviſion-grounds were always diſtant 
from their houſes, ſometimes three miles off; and 
ſometimes where it was with great difficulty they 
got at them. | 

The ſlaves of involved maſters were always pinch- 
ed in proviſions, at ſtorms or hurricanes, 

Slaves proviſion- grounds, if near the cane-pieces, 
and the owner wiſhes to enlarge his eſtate, are always 
taken from them, and put into canes. Other grounds 
are given them, and perhaps a day weekly allowed 
them to bring it to perfection. This is often atten- 
ded with the greateſt deſtruction to the negroes, who 
go about new grounds or to new houſes with great 
reluctance, He has changed negroes to a far health- 


ier ſituation, and loſt many from the effect of the 


change on their ſpirits, 

Some negro houſes are pretty dry, but moſt of 
them are open to the weather, being wattled without 
plaſter. They ſleep on a board on the ground, near 


the fire, and after it goes out, they ſuffer from ww 
an 
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and damp. This cauſes many diſorders, eſpecially 1791. 


to lying-in-women, who loſe more children by this 
than any other cauſe, as they generally die of the 
locked jaw. % 


Weakly-handed eſtates, which are far the moſtP, 207, 


numerous, form their negroes in crop, into two 
ſpells, which generally change at 12 at noon, and 12 
at night. The boilers, and others about the works, 
cut canes from ſhell-blow, half paſt one, till dark; 
when they carry cane-top, or graſs to the cattle- 

enns, and then may reſt till 12 at night, when they 
relieve the ſpell in the boiling-houſe, by which they 
themſelves were relieved at 12 in the day, On all 
eſtates, the boiling goes on night and day, except 
ſunday. But well-handed eſtates have three ſpells, 


and intermiſſions accordingly, | 


After crop, they form two gangs, if tolerably well P. 217. 


handed. The ſhell blows for turning out at 4 or 5 
o'clock, or earlier. It depends on the overſeer, 
They work til] 10: have a quarter or perhaps half 
an hour for breakfaſt; work till one, when ſhell 
blows for dinner: if a rainy ſeaſon, to take advan- 
tage of it, they work till the rain falls, which is two 
o'clock, perhaps later. He now ſpeaks of the ſeaſon- 
able parts of the iſland. They have about an hour 
and half for dinner, and half an hour to get into the 
field, ſo as that the laſt ſhall get there exactly at the 
end of two hours; if not they are generally logged. 
They often run to their grounds, which may be diſ- 
tant, to get proviſions tor ſupper. Hence loſs of 
time, and frequent flogging. From dinner they 
work till dark, when they craſh cattle-penns, or carry 
home graſs. Then the book keeper calls the liſt, 
When they get home, it may be about 8 o'clock. 
This exaction is grievous, as the willing ones mult 
wait till the lazy are brought up; and it cauſes whip- 
ping to thoſe who neglect it. Some eſtates do not 
exact this duty, but moſt do. 

Various works are conſidered as detached jobbs 


from the field-work, as hoeing intervals, which they 
5 can 
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can do before day; alſo moulding the cattle-pens, 
chopping up dung, making mortar, and other prepa- 
rations for tradeſmen. Theſe are called before-day 
Jobbs, which mult be done, ſo as not to hinder the 
gencral work. 

He never knew but one inſtance of work being 
done by taſk, He hired 60 negroes, all American; 
from a Mr. Douglas, and they had a taſk every 
morning meaſured out to them by Mr. D. or his o- 
verſcer, and which they finiſhed by 1 or 2 o'clock, 
and had the reſt of the day to themſelves. The dri- 
ver carried no whip, and only went occaſionally to 
ſee that the work was properly done. The plantation 
negroes, on the adjoining land, would not finiſh till 
dark (cven with the driver) the ſame quantity of 
work, From this he thinks, taſks (of work that 
admit of it) would be to the caſe of the negroes. 

From the negroes working, as they commonly do, 
in rows, with the driver after them with his whip, it 
almoſt neceſſarily follows that the weak will be hard 
puſhed to make them keep up with the ſtrong. He 
is ſorry to ſay, that from this cauſe, many negroes 
are hurried to the grave; as the able, even if placed 
with the weakly to bring them up, will leave them 
behind, and then the weakly are generally ſeverely 
flogged up by the driver, conſidered as worthlels, 
and perhaps Kept all noon to bring up their rows. 

Ic is the overſeer and book- keeper” duty to attend 
particularly to the negro- grounds. The lazy, or thoſe 
Who give trouble by aſking for food, are collected 
by the driver every Sunday 1 morning, and on the days 
for working their grounds, (allowed every other 
week as the overſeer choſe) and kept to work in a 
gang, in clearing proviſion- ground, or putting in 
order thoſe they have. 

Negroes often go 18 or 20 miles to the Sunday 
market, as he particularly knew the laſt four years 
he was in Jamaica. Theſe journics are very hurtful 
to the Negroes, and it is alinoſt impoſſible to pre- 
vent them. 

He 
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He never heard of a common field-ſlave buying 1791. 
his freedom. Has known negroes who had ſaved a 
little money; generally head-carpenters, &c, endea- 
vour to do it. Some maſters have fold them their P. 220. 
freedom, when or the border of becoming invalids, 
and where the eſtate was not mortgaged, On the 
laſt eſtate on which he lived, a very old, yet valuable 
man, who was head cattle-man, aſked him to ſpeak 
to the attorney to get him his freedom; but the eſ- 
tate being mortgaged it could not be done. (Afri- 
cans who have been many years tradeſmen or head- 
men, may probably buy their freedom when old, p. 
232). 

Very often, eſpecially in the towns, the poorer 
whites and Jews let their negrocs work out, and 
pay them a certain weekly ſum. Many who have 
no trades, are puſhed very hard to do this, and often 
ſkulk into the country, rob on eſtates, are chopped 
or maimed by watchmen, or ſent to gaol as run- 
aways, Handſome women are obliged to bring 
home more money than ordinary, 1t being expected 
they will be kept by whites or free perſons. This is 
much the practice in Kingſton and Spaniſh town, 
where he was a good deal. Old negroes paſt labour, 
eſpecially thoſe of- Jews, are deſired to provide for 
themſelves, and he 1s ſorry to ſay often ſuffer by 
hunger, or rough treatment, when caught ſtealing 
on the eſtates, 

On ſome eſtates, where the proprietor lives, the 
doctor may attend twice a week, which 1s generally 
expected; but where the proprietor is abſent, and the P. 221. 
attornev 30, 50, or 100 miles off, the negroes often 
ſuffer very ſeverely indeed, for want of medical care. 
The doctors are often young and inexperienced, 
which is generally attended with very fatal effects and 
certain ruin to the owner, as he knows from experi- 
ence. The ordinary care of the ſick depends on the 
hot houſe (hoſpital) man or woman, who bleed, dreſs 
ſores, and give medicine, as directed by the doctor or 
overicer, Reſident planters allow the hot-houſe 1 

on 
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ſon a little wine, by the doctor's order; but, on ab- 


wx {cntees eſtates, the overſeer, even if ſo humane as to 


P. 222. 


give it out of his own pocket, is perhaps diſtant from 
town, and has no wine. Attornies, generally do not 
give it, alledging it would not be allowed in their 
accounts: they always told him ſo, when he wrote 
for wine for the ſick, He knows ſome, whoſe eſtates 
are in their own poſſeſſion, who ſend out wine from 
hence; but this is not general. After long droughts, 
negroes are apt to get fluxes, by eating green vegeta- 
bles, or bad flour, eſpecially the former. 

He lived with proprietors who wiſhed to encou- 
rage propagation ; but they are often obliged to puſh 
them, for good crops. He lived with others who 
deſired to puſh them, and with whom the loſs of a few 
negroes or ſtock was nothing compared to large crops, 
to ſatisfy their creditors. 

Negroes particularly ſuffer in the hands of mort- 
gagecs. In general people in debt puſh conſtantly to 

et out of it, and to raiſe their credit to buy negroes, 
which he has known them buy, when, probably, they 
could not get credit for any other commodity. There 
is a cuſtom, in Jamaica, of obtaining negroes on bond 
and judgment, 

Some years ago, it was an old ſaying, in St. 
Thomas in the Vale (or Sixteen-Mile- Walk) that 
if a negroe lived 7 years, he paid for himſelf. The 
work was ſo hard there that it was proverbial, «© A 
e Sixtcen-Mile- Walk book-keeper, and a Clarendon 
mule, are the two hardeſt animals in the country.” 
Several proprietors told him, they conſidered a child 
born and reared on the eſtate to be a dear negro, and 
overſcers generally diſlike breeding, as interfering with 
the work of the women. He has known other pro- 
prietors take pleaſure in ſeeing the women breed. 
Many infants die of the locked jaw, within the 14th 
day, which he believes, from his laſt ſix years ex- 
pericnce, is chiefly owing to cold and uncleanlineſs. 
The lying-in women generally have large fires in 


their rooms, which being often broken, let in . 
CO 
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cold, and when the fire goes out a ſevere chill fol- 1791. 
lows, by which the infant ſuffers. A great many die 
of yaws which require great cleanlineſs, When over-P- 223. 


ſeer, he has been directed to attend to the rearing of 
children ; but ſpeaking generally, from his own 
knowledge, infants had not the requiſite care. Be- 
lieves the ſtock of ſlaves could not be kept up or in- 
creaſed on the preſent ſyſtem; it would take ſome 
time to bring about. He means the eaſing the negroes, 
which he thinks might be done, by uſing the plough 
on every eſtate, and, where it can run, putting in the 
canes after it. 

On Raimeſberry eſtate, in Clarendon, the negroes 
increaſed ſo faſt, that a gang of them was drawn off 
to ſettle a new eſtate called Yarmouth, which he had 
the care of, but the ſettlement was diſcontinued, 
from the change of the attorney. On Orange in 
St. James's no negroes were bought, for at leaſt 15 
years, and they increaſed ; as allo on Eden in the 
{ame pariſh. He lived on both theſe eſtates. Negroes 
worked moderately may be increaſed. He has known 
_ eſtates where the negroes were worked ſeverely hard, 
they increaſed and decreaſed nearly equal. 


Nothing is more common, than negroes ſufferingP. 224. 


by change of management; as new overſcers, as well 
as inexperienced overſeers, puſh the negroes to make 
greater crops than their predeceſſors. 

A gentleman had two eſtates in Clarendon, one of 
which Mr. F. managed. He had too tew negroes for 
both, but enough tor one. He was alſo much in 
debt, and his negroes ſuffering from being over- 
wrought. He put both gangs on one eſtate, which 
were amply ſufficient, is now making 400 hogiheads 
of ſugar, and is a clear man. Botu eſtates did not 
before make 150 hogſheads. Moſt of the time he 
was his own overſeer. Mr. F. never knew he 
bought any negroes ſince then, which is about 13 
years ago. But cannot ſpeak of this as a fact. 

In St. Thomas in the Vale, on the eſtate of a gen- 
tleman lately deceaſed, by over-puſhing, molt of the 

negroes 
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1791. negroes were deſtroyed, while he was in England. 
o On his return, his eſtates were almoſt without negroes 
and thoſe that lived were taken by writs of Vendi- 
tioni, and judgments againſt him to a large amount. 
Mr. F. bought, at a ſale, 50 odd, to cover a debt 
for a houſe in Kingſton, Two of his eſtates were 
thrown up when Mr, F. left the iſland, the other 
three are in the hands of mortgagees. Another eſtate, 
within three miles of Montego bay, was malzing from 
P. 225.180 to 200 hogſheads, with an adequate ſtrength, 
when 1t was put in poſſeſſion of mortgagecs. in 
twelve years it was reduced to 19 hogſhe: ids. The 
ſlaves were deſtroyed, by making an unneceſſary 
canal in ſwamps. It was brought to ſale in 1788, 
bought by the mortgagee, and is now brought up to 
its former crops. The proprietor of the eſtate was 
moſt of the time in England. The overſeer of it 
made io, cool. and retired. 
When overſeer on an eſtate in St. John's, the eſtate 
being ſhort handed, Mr. F. mentioned to the pro- 
prietor that he would not take off the crop with the 
negroes and cattle. He told Mr. F. to drive them 
without mercy, as the loſs of a few negroes and ſtock 
was no object compared to ſending home his crop in 
| time. Mr. F. left him about the end of crop, be- 
| becauſe he would not ſee 100 laſhes given to a do- 
| meſtic, not immediately under his direction, and who 
| 
| 
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he did not think deſerved this puniſhment. 
He has known the plough uſed on many eſtates 
with advantage, as it eaſes the negroes, and pulve- 
| | rizes the ſoil. (But ſome foils do not require pul- 
| verizing, p. 226.) Dove-Hall, in St. Thomas in the 
Vale, plows 40 or 50 acres every fall. He has known 
| Mr. Edwards only put in canes after the plough with- 
out holing, except on an eſtate Mr. Pinnock is attorney 
| for, and which made great returns. The chief ob- 
| ſtacle to the plough is, that managers have not time 
to adopt it, looking for immediate labour, and often. 


| there is not a blackſmith within 15 miles to repair it. 
He 
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He has often attempted plowing and has been obliged, 1791. 


by theſe obſtacles, to leave it off. 

In ſome caſes, the Doctor's viſits are a conſidera- 
ble check on the overſcers ſeverity, where the pro- 
ue lives on the eſtate. But when the attorney 

ives perhaps 20, 30, 40, or even 100 miles off, then 
it is the intereſt of thẽ overſeer and doctor, not to find 
fault with each other. 

He is ſorry to ſay, he never knew recourſe had to 
legal redreſs for wanton cruelty to ſlaves. Has 
known people, a Mr. Ruſhie in particular, whom he 
had occaſion to ſee, almoſt daily, commit cruelties 
which brought negroes to their end, He caught him, 
one day, in the act of hanging a negroe. On his re- 
monſtrating, Ruſhie ordered him off his eſtate. He 
rode away and informed his employer, who was a 
magiſtrate and who defired him to go and inquire the 
next morning, before R. was up, whether the negro 
was dead. This Mr. F. did; and on privately aſk- 


ing a white man, he deſired Mr. F. to go into the 


curing- houſe, when he ſaw the negro lying dead on 
a board. He returned and told what he had ſeen to 
his employer, who was very much ſhocked; but Mr. 
F. heard nothing more of it. It was well known this 
man killed many of his negroes, and that fo faſt, as 
to force him to ſell his eſtate. Caſes of this kind, 
he cannot ſay, are frequent; but ſeverity, and hard 
work certainly cauſe a conſtant decreaſe of the able 


negroes. No attempt was made to bring Ruſhie to P. 227. 


puniſhment, His character was generally known, 
and much deſpiſed by the neighbouring proprietors. 
He thinks, his employer deſired him to make the 
above inquiry more from curioſity than an intention 
to inforce the law againſt Ruſhie, with whom he was 
on decent terms, He and his employer often viſited 
him, and always found his negroes laid up with 
cruelties, and thoſe that could work chained to the 
coppers, or, in gangs linked in the field, Other 
cruelties he practiſed, were too indecent to be men- 
tioned. He often found Ruſhie dropping hot lead 

Numb, 4. Q on 
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1791. On his negroes, but tool no notice of it; as he 

ws wiſhed nobody to ſee him acting thoſe cruelties. 

He did not interfere ; becauſe he got his bread from 

employers, and did not wiſh to be diſliked, or called 

officious, p. 231). Other acts of cruelty are often 

ractiſed, according to the diſpoſition or viciouſneſs 

of the maſter or overſcer. An overſcer he knew 

well, (and who, as before ſaid, brought down an 

eſtate, by the countenance of the mortgage-in- poſ- 
ſeſſion, from 190 to 10 hogſheads) was charged with | 

gelding a negro on the eſtate, for riding out his 

horſes at night, and he believes juſtly ; as afterwards 

Mr. F. knew he gelt a negro of his own : on which 

the troop of horſe he was captain of, and in which 

Mr. F. ſerved, objected to do duty with him. 

P. 228. He cannot ſay field flaves, in general, appeared to 
him marked with the whip. Where there are cruel 
managers, and large crops exacted, the effects are 
viſible on the negroes, 

Negroes are often driven by ſeverity to run away, 
They go to their maſters or attornies, if within reach; 
but when the attorney lives perhaps 70 or 100 miles 
off, they prefer going into the woods, being generally 

taken up as runaways before the journey's end. 
Planters who employ diſtant attornies, are ſure to 
ſuffer by it. Runaways, when caught, are whipped 
and confined, or if the manager 1s humane, perhaps 
forgiven; but they are generally puniſhed to deter 
others. 

He never ſaw mutilation actually inflicted; but on 
an eſtate where he was book-keeper, there was a 
negro, whoſe maſter had had his leg cut off, and had 
made him a blackſmith. The maſter ſaid he had, 
by ſo doing, made him his moſt valuable negro; as 
he did all the iron-work of the three eſtates, and, 
before that, he was always running away. 

It was generally underſtood that whipping was 
limited to 39 laſhes: but it is often evaded by put- 
ing the negro into the ſtocks, and giving him 39 
more, for the ſame offence, next day, Haſty and 

vicious 
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vicious people would give perhaps 100 laſhes, and 1791. 
if the negro died from it, (which however he never www 
knew) where the owner or attorney lived not near 
enough, they eſcaped unpuniſhed, 

Has known too many ſuicides, among new negroesP, 229. 
eſpecially, both by hanging themſelves and by dirt- 
eating, which they knew to be fatal. He loſt, one 
year, 12 new negroes by it, though he fed them 
well. On his remoaſtrating, they conſtantly told 
him, they preferred dying to living. A great pro- 
portion of the new negroes that g0'on ſugar eſtates, 
die in this way. 

They are always talking of their being taken 
away, and kidnapped, from their country, and of 
the hardſhip of ſlavery. 

Nothing is more common than perſons buying 
new negroes, before they have ſufficient proviſion. 
grounds, and other accommodations for them : and 
the mallers figding it very difficult to buy proviſions, 
the negroes feel hunger, before they can eſtabliſh 
grounds, and toil and ſeaſons are often againlt their 
railing proviſions. Hence ſuch regroes are often 
loſt, New negroes in towns, are better off, being 
generally employed in the houſe, and fed weekly. 

A man may be attorney for from 1 to 20 eſtates, 
according to his intereſt, He knows ſeveral whoP, 230. 
arc attornies for a great number, in various parts of 
the iſland, perhaps at the diftance of 10, 30, 60, or 
So miles, or more, as it happened. 

Soine overicers have premiums for all they make, 
above a certain number of hogſheads; bur this 1s 
not the common mode. Attornies have falaries or 
commillions. Believes attornies on moſt mortgaged 
eltates, draw commiſſions on the net crops, as well 
as on what they buy on the iſland for the ule of the 
eſtates; and they accumulate great riches, 

Some overleers have negroes, others have not; 
but generally they convert their ſalaries into negroes. 


If allowed to work them on the eſtates where they 
Q 2 themſelves 
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P. 231. 


P. 232. 
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themſelves live, it cauſes a jealouſy between the 
manager's and the plantation negroes. 

Thinks, on an average at leaſt one-third of the 
new negroes imported into the iſland, die in the firſt 
three years, and three men die to one woman as he 
has experienced, The men take every thing un- 
pleaſant to heart, and often kill themſelves, The 
women have many protections the men have not, as 
being taken as wives by the plantation negroes, or 
being made domeſtics. 

In the laſt four years he was in Jamaica, he bought 

5 new negroes ; at the end of that time, he ſold 52, 
all that were alive, and thoſe not ſeaſoned. Had he 
kept them till teaſoned, he ſhould have loſt more, 
and for this very reaſon he ſold them, 

The lower whites too often looked on the negroes 
as inferior beings, and often beat them, unleſs 
checked by the attornies or overſeers. 

He only knew one attempt made to give the ne- 
groes religious inſtruction, and that was by a pro- 
prietor in Liguanca, who encouraged one or two 
American negroes, who profeſſed to be capable to 
give his negrocs ſome religious notions, But the 
neighbours conſidered this as dangerous, by aſſem- 
bling too many negroes, who might be mutinous. 
The aforeſaid gang of 80 American negroes, after 
work, went to prayers; they were a valuable gang, 
and worked taſk-work for him about nine months. 

The cane land is generally as fit for cotton, c coffee, 
or other articles. 

Though domeſtics may not be the beſt ſlaves, 
they appear ſo, as the houſe ſoon makes a viſible 
change on them. 

He has been at twenty ſales by ſcramble, at leaſt, 
No particular care was taken to prevent the ſepara- 
tion of relations, except ſucking children, or thoſe 
under three or four years, 

Sales by venditioni are very Geuent; where levies 


are made. He has known them three months or 
longer 
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longer in priſon, before ſale. But this depends on 
occaſional circumſtances, 

Refuſe ſlaves are fold according to their appear- 

ance, ſome as low as three dollars. They are gene- 

rally bought by the Jews in towns, at vendue or at 
rivate ſale. 

He has always, as overſeer, given in to the veſ- 
tries, the annual returns of ſlaves, ſtock, &c. and, 
as veſtry-man, (in 1756, in St. Thomas, in the 
Vale, where he poſſeſſed land and negroes) has re- 
ceived ſuch returns, in which it was not uſual to 
diſtinguiſh the ſexes. 

Has very frequently ſeen Guinea ſailors wandering 
about the iſland, in an abject ſtate, 


— —— 4 ——— 


Witneſs examined, - Mr. THomMas CLAPPESON. 
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1791. 
— 


* * 


Was at Jamaica in 1762 and 1763; from 1768 to P. 207, 


1778, and 1786 to 1789. The general opinion he 
formed, was, that the flaves were ſeverely treated, 


and in a miſerable ſtate. 
Thinks that, in general, the food which they can 


obtain, is inſufficient. 


For the firſt 2 years, he was in the ſeafaring line, P. 208. 


the reſt of the time wharfinger and pilot. 

Had opportunities of ſeeing many negroes from 
the eſtates; ſuch as he aſked, as to their feeding, 
generally ſaid (particularly in droughts, when provi- 
ſions were ſcarce) * Hungry da kill me.” 

Very commonly ſuffer both in quality and quan- 
tity of food, from the embarraſſments of their maſ- 
ters: has known ſeveral who had not credit for pro- 
viſions ; others who bought, for cheapneſs, damaged 
corn, &c. when better was to be had; which he has 
himſelf fold, and which the ſlaves complained of, 
when they came to fetch it from the wharf; a neigh- 


bour told him his hogs would not eat it. 
| Knew 


— 
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1791. Knew a perſon near him, reputed worth £50,000 
way loſe 10 or 12 flaves for want of food, when it was to 
be had. 
P. 209. Slaves generally ſteal proviſions, ſoap, candles, &c. 
which they ſometimes ſteal to ſell. 

They are generally ill clothed; never knew any 
go naked from choice. : 

The puniſhments appeared in general ſevere, to 
the fear of which he chiefly attributes the frequent 
deſertions. 

Knew a pregnant woman whipped, and delivered 
on the {por. . 

Has heard of very great ſeverities to runaways; has 
ſeen them wear iron collars on their necks, and pot- 
hooks, with 3 prongs, both rivetted ; the prongs pro— 
jecting 2 feet; thinks the. wearer cannot ealily lye 
down, 

Never heard of ſlaves obtaining any redreſs for in- 
juries, by maſters or overſcers. 

P. 210. An ovet{rer told him, he had often picketed the 
ſlaves to extort confeſſion. 

Knew a cooper give his ſlave 200 laſhes, for ſteal- 

ing a little rice from him. He allowed his ſlaves a 
herring a day, and a bir a week, 

The whaitinger whom he ſucceeded in 1786, al- 
lowed his negrocs a herring a day only, 

Knew, in 1-89, a man who had an old decrepid 
woman (lave, ro whom he would allow nothing. He 
remonſtraicd with him on it, in vain. 

Slaves are olten impriſoned on writs of venditionl 
at the ſale of ſuch, never heard of any attention to 
avoid ſcparating families, 

The general recommendation of an overſeer is, 

P. 211. good ſugars and large quantities; has known an 
overſcer paid a guinea per hogſhead, beſides his ſa— 
lary, for all he could make beyond a certain quan- 
_ 

Has known ſeveral perſons attorney and overſeer 
on the lame eſtate. 


Slaves 
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Slaves are ſuppoſed better off where the owner re- 1791. 
ſides; has heard it always ſuppoſed, that the better 


they are treated, the more it is for the owner's in- 
tereſt, 

It is common for perſons who have a few ſlaves, 
and but little work, to oblige them to earn 3 or 4 
bits a day, and puniſh them very ſeverely if they fail 
to bring home ſuch ſum ; has known them ſteal graſs 
and ſell it to do this: knew a man compel his old 
negro, wanting a leg, to pay him 4 bits a day. 

African negroes are Capable of being made me- 
chanics. 


They deſtroy themſelves ſometimes, from various p. 212. 


cauſes; fear of puniſhment, jealouſy, &c. it is a 
very prevailing opinion wich them, that at death they 
return to their own country, 

Has often heard of their being kidnapped in Af- 
rica: he had a ſlave who had been a negro-catcher 
in his own country, 

Has ſeen ſeveral fave ſales on board, all by ſcram- 
ble. In 1789, ſaw a ſale by ſcramble in a butcher's 
ſlaughter-houſe on the beach, Never heard of any 
precautions at ſcrambles, to prevent the ſeparation 
of relations or friends Thinks whites, if temperate, 
are able to labour in Jamaica; he never worked 
harder than he has done there; no people work 
harder than our ſailors do there. 

Has heard, that clearing the lands, has, near the 
ſea coaſt, cauſed more drought. 

In his returns to the veſtry of the number of ſlaves, 
he never uſed to diſtinguiſh the ſexes. 


The free negroes in general behaved well, they P. 213. 


were fiſhermen and tradeſmen, 

Has heard of ſeveral people buying more ſlaves 
than they could pay for. 

Has heard often ſeamen ſay, that in Guinea ſhips, 
the crews are ill treated, to make them deſert ; has 
always underſtood, that they did not want to carry 


home as many ſeamen as they took out; that they 
gor 


| 
| 
| 
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179 1. got rid of what they could in the Weſt Indies, to 

was fave their wages. 

P. 214. Was in Jamaica when the aſſembly paſſed the 
conſolidated law; he has often heard it was paſſed 
becauſe of the ſtir about the ſlave trade in England. 
Never heard that any regard was paid to it, ſlaves 
being ſtill treated as before. Never heard of any 

roſecution for ſuch diſregard : recollects an inſtance 
of diſregard to it, which came under his eye, The 
owner of an old and decrepid female ſlave, would | 
allow her neither victuals nor clothing; adviſed a 
ſon of the woman to complain to a magiſtrate, who 
would perhaps order her to be taken care of ; be- 
leves he was deterred from fear of puniſhment, as 
that owner treated his ſlaves very harſhly in general. 


* 


1 — 


Witneſs examined WILLIAu BeverLey, Eſq. 
A Student of Lincoln's Inn. 


P. 215, Was born in Virginia, and lived there the firſt 16 
years of his life, returned in 1786, and reſided above 
two years in different parts of America, 

The negroes in Virginia always kept up their nun- 
bers, and generally increaſed. His father's more 
than doubled their numbers. In 1761 he had about 
200, and in 1788, he paid taxes on above 540, of 
whom not above 20 or 30 had been added by pur- 
chaſe. 

P. 216. Slaves there had no legal redreſs, for ill uſage by 
their maſters. In other caſes they had, on proving 
the fact by two white witneſſes. 

In ſummer, negroes were generally healthier than 
in winter, when they always complained of the cold, 
though it did not hurt their health, when well clothed. 
The diſcaſes moſt fatal there are agues and fevers, in 
ſummer, to which negroes are leſs ſubject than 
whites, 


They 
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They were generally puniſhed with much ſeveri- 1790. 
ty; but that depends greatly on the owner's diſpo· 


fition. | 
Each ſlave had a buſhel of Indian corn meal week- 
ly: beſides this allowance, they uſually had ground 
to cultivate for their own uſe; but this depended a 
good deal on the maſter, They were all allowed to 
raiſe poultry. | 
He never heard of any attempts to give the ſlaves 
. or moral inſtruction. | | 
as heard of ſome ſlaves working by taſk; but, in 
general, it was not practiſed, IN 
Never knew a flave deſtroy himſelf. 


The ſlaves of diſtant proprietors were often treated, P. 232. 


by the overſcers, much more ſeverely, than thoſe un- 
der the maſter's eye. This different treatment was 
obſervable in the appearance of the ſlaves. 

Was told in America, that when the abolition of 
the ſlave-trade was firſt agitated in 1774, many 
doubted the practicability of keeping up the numbers 
by births; and the perſons ſo doubting have ſince 
expreſſed to him a conviction that their fears were 
groundleſs. The flave-trade was aboliſhed in Ame- 


rica in 1774. 


Witneſs examined - Mr. Gro WoopwaRD. 


Mr. George Woodward is both an owner and P. 233. 


mortgagee of W. India property, in Barbadoes; 


where he reſided in 1782 and 1783, and was alloP. 234. 


in 1777. 
Both in town and country he thought the domeſ- 


tics very numerous. There ſeemed to be more 
females than males in the iſland. While reſident, 
he never heard any complaint of the want of negroes 
to carry on plantation or other buſineſs. He does 


not recollect the ſale of a ſingle cargo of ſlaves while 
| there. 


Numb. 4. 
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1791. there. The labour of ſlaves the year round he 


——— 


thinks cannot be reckoned eaſy. 

It is poſſible in a great degree to relieve the la- 
bour of ſlaves by the plough. He has uſed it him- 
ſelf: the firſt he ever ſaw, e took over himſelf, and 
he is ſure it tilled the ground better than the hoe 
did. One plough, two men, and four horſes, will 
do as much work as thirty negroes, and better. 
The labour of holding the plough is much eaſier 
than holing. It did not require much negro labour 
to prepare the ground for the cane after the plough. 


P. 235. There is not much difficulty of ploughing to the 


depth of ſix inches, which is the rule, and a ſuffi- 
cient depth for the cane, The plough may be made 
to plough the ſtrongeſt clay land that is. 

The negroes are capable of learning the manage- 
ment of the plough. He thinks that the largeſt 
part of the cane land and ginger land of Barbadoes 
may be ploughed to the advantage of the proprietor, 
and ſaving of negroes labour. The negroes are not 
averſe to the plough : he has ſeen them both hold 
and drive it, He did not find the cattle injured 
by the labour. He is acquainted with the uſe of the 
plough in England, he farms land of his own. Capt. 
Lee took out ſome ploughs about 3 years ago. 

He is not apprehenſive that the abolition of the 
ſlave trade will injure his W. India property. He 


thinks it would be of advantage to the iſland of 


P. 236. Barbadoes. By uſing them well, and by good ma- 


nagement, the ſtock of ſlaves would naturally in- 
creaſe, without importation, 


— — — — — 
Witneſs examined Mr. Joszyn WooDwaARD. 


Mr. Joſeph Woodward has been in Barbadoes in 


1788, 1 759 and 1790. He has there ſeen the plough 


in uſe by Mr. Henry Trotman, jun, He believes 
he has uſed it many years, 


Mr. 
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"ry 


Mr. Trotman informed him that he thought til- 1791. 
lage by the plough both better and cheaper than the wy 


labour of negroes with the hoe. The ſoil that 
he ploughed was not the beſt, it was rather rocky. 


Mr. Trotman told him, that the plough then an- 


ſwered his purpoſe, and in time would become 

general, when people became acquainted with its 

utility, | 
He once at Bridgetown ſaw a negro lying on the 


wharf, ſo very much debilitated that he could notP. 


ſtand, and heard from him, that his owner would 
not take him in, He appeared about 60 years old, 

He has known free negroes hire themſelves to 
ſtow ſugars in the ſhips hold ; he has known them 
ſo employed on board his own ſhip. He knows no 
3 either of blacks or whites more ſevere than 
this 18. | 


—-———— conn GP ůͤ — 


Witneſs examined—Mr. Jamts Kitnnan. 


237. 


Was in Africa in 1775, 1776, 1777, and 1778, to P. 235. 


learn the nature of the trade, to carry it on. 
The trade for ſlaves in the R. Senegal, where he 
reſided, was chiefly with the Moors, on the nor- 


thern banks, who got them very often by war, and 


not ſeldom by kidnapping; i. e. lying in wait near 
a village, where there was no open war, and ſeizing 
whom they could. 


Has often heard of villages, and ſeen the remains P. 238. 


of ſuch, broken up by making the people ſlaves. 
Has always heard kidnapping ſpoken of there as 
notorious; and has ſeen proofs of it by perſons ſo 
taken being ranſomed ; when, yery often, the white 
trader aſks more than the value of the ſlave, to give 
him up : never heard of a white trader, before buy- 
ing a ſlave, inquire into the right of the ſeller. 
| R 2 Never 


133 


1791, 
ad 


P. 239. 


W. Ixpixs, KIER NAVY. 


Never knew any perſon ſold for witcheraft; a 
belief in it exiſts ſtrongly on that part of the = * 

The firſt year, by far the greateſt number of 
ſlaycs were offered to ſale, from an open war then' 
ſubſiſting between the Moors and negroes ; to which 
the Moors have always a ſtrong inducement, moit 
of the European goods they obtain, being got in 
exchange for ſlaves, Hence deſolation and waſte : 
in a few years, they extirpated large ſettlements on 
the northern banks of the Senegal, and in time they 
were expected to root out all the black nations be- 
tween the Senegal and Gambia. The Moors nei- 
ther follow nor encourage agriculture, 

Believes, that to be fold to Europeans, is conſi- 
dered by all negroes from inland, as well as on the! 
coaſt, as a puniſhment only ſhort of death. 

The inhabitants of the iſland of St. Lovis, Ire; 
eſtimated at about 5000, who are ſupplied with cat- 
tle by the Moors, and with corn by the blacks 
only. 

Ships bound to the W. Indies were ſupplied by 
the blacks with large quantities of corn, which the 
ſlaves preferred to any other food. 

The blacks on the ſouth banks of the Senegal 
raile cotton, indigo, and tobacco, ſufficient for their 
ule, 
Knows the negroes manufacture cotton, leather, 
and metals, for they ſupply Senegal with clothing, 
articles of leather, and ornaments of gold and filver : 
they dye ſome of their cottons very finely, blues 
and ſcarlets; believes their ane of cotton 
cloths is very conſiderable. 

Never knew the natives backward in ſupplying 
any conſiderable demand for proviſions, when pro- 
perly encouraged, 

Never knew the natives encouraged by Europeans 
to raiſe for ſale other produce than proviſions, 

Perſons of property there, have a great number of 
perſons under the denomination of ſlaves, _— 

tney 
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Witneſs examined——Hanny ee. 


Went to the W. Indies 1179, 1 in about two P. 241. 
years, viſited all the iſlands, Engliſh and- French, 
and was employed by government in Grenaday to 
aſcertain the difference of property t there bete ae 


the old and new ſubjects. | 
He was not long a planter in the W. Indies He 
directed Meſſrs. Boſanquet and Fatio's ſugar eſtate 7 


there, in their partner's abſence; but he carried on 
ow works many years at Rengoolen,' 1 in the Eat. X 
ndies. : 
le has examined the account, in the P. Su 
Report, of the mode of cultivating ſugar in the, Eaſt 
Indies, and it is the ſame which he delivered in, 
He drew it up from having Jong conſidered the ſub- 
ject, and, ſince he delivered it to the P. Ceuneil 
ſees no reaſon to make any alteration in it. 
The following is an Abridgment of the ſaid ac. 
count: 
« Mr. Botham on the Mode of cultivating 2 
| « Sugar Plantation in the Eaſt Indies, &c.“ 
Having been 2 years in the Engliſh and French 
W. India iſlands, and ſince conducted ſugar: eſtates 
in the E. Indies; it may be defirable to know that P. 242; | 
ſugar, better and cheaper than that in our iſlands; 
and alſo arrack, are produced in the E. Indies, by 
the labour of free people. China, Bengal, and: the 
coaſt of Malabar, produce quantities of ſugar and 
ſpirits ; but, as the moſt conſiderable ſugar eſtates | 
are near Batavia, I ſhall explain the improved mode 
of conducting thoſe eſtates. The proprietor is ge= + 
nerally a rich Dutchman, who has built on it ſub- 
ſtantial works. He rents the eſtate (ſay of 300 or 


more acres) to a Chineſe, who lives on and ſuperin- 
8s 
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1791. tends it, and who re- lets it to free men, in parcels 

— of 50 or 60, on condition that they ſhall plant it in 

canes for ſo much for every pecul, 1331 lb. of ſu- 

gar produced. The ſuperintendant collects people 

rom the adjacent villages to take off his crop. One 

ſet of taſk- men, with their carts and buffaloes, cut 

the canes, carry them to the mill and grind them. 

A ſecond ſet boil them. A third clay and baſket 
them for market, at ſo much per pecul. 

Thus the renter knows with certainty what every 

cul will coſt him, He has no unneceſſary ex- 
pence, for when crop is over, the taſk-men go home, 
and, for 7 months in the year, there only remain on 
the eſtate the cane planters, preparing the next crop, 
By dividing the labour, it is cheaper and better done. 

P. 23. Only clayed ſugars are made at Batavia, which are 
equal to the beſt from the W. Indies, and ſold at 
18s. pr pecul. The Shabander exacts a dollar per 
_ on all ſugar exported, The price of common 
abour is from gd to icd per day. But the taſkmen 
gain conſiderably more, not only from extra work, 
but from being conſidered artiſts in their ſeveral 
branches. They do not make ſpirits on the ſugar 
eſtates; the molaſſes and ſkimmings are ſent for file 
to Batavia, where one diſtillery may buy the produce 
of 100 eſtates, Here is a valt ſaving in making 
ſpirits, not as in the W, Indies, a diſtillery for each 
eſtate: arrack is fold at Batavia at about 8d. per 
allon ; the proof of the ſpirit is about 5-tenths. 

After ſpending two years in the Weſt Indies, I 
returned to the Eaſt in 1776, and in the laſt war 
conducted ſugar works at Bencoolen, in Sumatra, 
on nearly the ſame principles as the Dutch; I con- 
fined my expences to what they had done, allowing 
for the unavoidable charges, on a new and ole un- 
dertaking. 

The cane is cultivated to the utmoſt perfection 
at Batavia; the hoe, almoſt the ſole implement of 
the Weſt, is there ſcarcely uſed ; the lands are well 
ploughed by a light plough with a fingle _ ; s 

| ri 
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drill is then ploughed, and a perſon with two baſ- 1791. 
kets filled with cane plants, ſuſpended to a ſtick acroſs www 


his ſhoulders, drops into the furrow plants alternately 
from each baſket, covering them at the ſame time 
with.earth with his feet. Young canes are kept often 
ploughed as a weeding, and the hoe is uſed to weed 


round the plant when very young; but of this there P. 244, 


is little need if the land has been ſufficiently plough- 
ed. When the cane is ready to earth up, the ſpace 
between the rows, 1s ploughed deep, the cane-tops 
tied up, and with an inſtrument like a ſhovel, with 
teeth at the bottom, a ſpade-handle, and two cords 
fixed to the body of the ſhovel, ending by a wooden 
handle for a purchaſe, is uſed by two perſons to earth 
up the cane, the ſtrongeſt holding the handle of the 
ſhovel, preſling it into the ploughed earth, while the 
other on the oppoſite ſide of the plant, by a jirk of 
the cord, draws up to the plant, all the earth that 
the plough had looſened. Two perſons with this in- 
ſtrument, will earth up more canes in the day than 
10 negroes with hoes. The canes in India are much 
higher earthed than in the Weſt Indies; in moiſt 
ſoils, they, with little labour, earth them as high as 
the knee, at once making a dry bed for the cane, and 
a drain for the water, 
The improvement in making the cane into ſugar, 
at Batavia, keeps pace with that in its culture: eva- 
poration being in proportion to the ſurface, their 
boilers have as much of it as poſſible. The cane juice 
is tempered and boiled to a ſyrup; it is then thrown 
into vats, which hold one boiling, there ſprinkled 
with water, to ſubſide its foul parts: after ſtanding 
ſix hours, is let off by 3 pegs of different heights, 
into a copper with one fire; it is there tempered a- 
gain, and reduced to ſugar, by a gentle fire; it gra- 
nulates, and the boiler dipping a wand into the 
copper, ſtrikes it on the fide, then drops the ſugar 
remaining on it, into a cup of water, ſcrapes it up 
with his thumb-nail, and can judge to a nicety of 
the ſugar's being properly boiled. The vats I * | 
tion 
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1790. tioned are placed all at the left end of a fer of cop- 
2 pers. After running off for boiling all that is clear, 
P. 245. the reſt is ſtrained on the outſide of the boiling- 
houſe; what is fine is put into the copper for ſugar, 

the lees kept for diſtilling. | 

Claying of ſugar is as in the W. Indies. The 
cane traſh is nor, as in our iſlands, carried into ſheds, 
where it loſes much of its ſtrength before it is uſed ; 
but is laid out immediately to dry, then made into 
faggots, ſet up in cocks, and uſed immediately when 
dry ; hence its force of fire is much greater, and the 
carrying it to and from the traſh-houſe is ſaved. 

The culture of the cane in the Weſt Indies is in 
its infancy. Many alterations are to be made, ex- 
penſes, and human labour leſſened ; the hoe, now 
uſed to turn up ſoils of different texture, is of one 
conſtruction, cheap and very light; ſo that the ne- 
gro, without any help from its weight, digs up the 
earth, (and, the cane roots, on replanting) by the 
ſevereſt exertion. In the Eaſt we plough up the 

cane roots. 

Having experienced the difference of labourers 
for profit, and labourers from force, I can aſſert, that 
the ſavings by the former are very conſiderable. 

The Weſt India planter, for his own intereſt, 
ſhould give more labour to beaſt, and leſs to man; / 
a larger portion of his eſtate ought to be in paſture, 
When practicable, canes ſhould be carried to the 
mill, and cane tops and graſs to the ſtock, in wag- 
gons; the cuſtom of making a hard-worked negro 
get a bundle of graſs twice a day aboliſhed ;- and in 

P. 246. ſhort a total change take place of the miſerable 
management in our Weſt India iſlands, By this 
means following, as near as poſſible, the Eaſt India 
mode, conſolidating the diltilleries, I do ſuppoſe 
our ſugar iſlands might be better worked than they 
now are, by two-thirds, or indeed one-half of the 

eſent force Let it be conſidered, how much labour 
is loſt by the perſons overſeeing the forced labourer, 


which is ſaved ,vhen he works for his own profit. I 
have 
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have ſtated, with the ſtricteſt veracity, a plain matter 1791. 
of fact - that ſugar eſtates can be worked cheaper by www 


free perſons than ſlaves. 

Whether the ſlave-trade can be aboliſhed, and the 
blacks freed, is for the conſideration of Parliament. 
In my judgment, theſe deſirable purpoſes, may be 
effected without materially injuring the Weſt India 

lanter, He has but to improve his culture, leſſen 

uman labour, and the progeny of the preſent blacks 
will anſwer every purpoſe of working Weſt India 
eſtates, [See this account at large in the Privy 
Council's Report, at the end of Part III.] 

The ſlaves in the French iſlands appeared to be 
better cloathed, better fed, and better behaved, than 
in the Britiſh: and their being well fed is chiefly 
owing to the French planter putting a great pro- 
portion of. his eſtate in proviſions, 

Whether it might or might not be ultimately for 
the. intereſt of the Britiſh planter, and the benefit of 
his ſlaves, if he were to allot to proviſions, more of 
the land now deſtined to ſugar, 1s a queſtion thar 
can only be decided by experiment in the different 
iſlands, as the ſame anſwer to it would not ſuit each. 
In iſlands that ſeldom fail in rains, it is no doubt for 
the planter's intereſt, to ſacrifice a part of the ground 
allotted for ſugar, to proviſions ; as thefe feed his 
negroes better than any dry or other proviſions 1m- 


ported: but in iſlands ſubject to droughts, he does P. 247. | 


not think the planter can without materially leſſen- 
ing his crop of ſugar, give up any portion of ground 
to proviſions, 

In 1764, when the Eaſt India Company's poſſeſ- 
ſions in Sumatra were returned to them by the French, 
they were informed by their ſervants at Bencoolen, 
that the public works, and other labours of their 
ſettlement, could not be carried on without a large 
ſupply of ſlaves; the Company therefore ſent ſlave- 


ſhips to Africa and Madagaſcar, and tranſported to 


Bencoolen nearly 1000 ſlaves, in much the fame 
proportion of men, women, and children, as are 
Numb. 4. 5 carried, 
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1791. carried from Africa to the Weſt Indies, that is more 

— men, than women and children, Theſe ſlaves, on 
the firſt years of their arrival, from the unheal- 
thineſs of the climate, and other cauſes, decreaſed : 
but when they had heen at Bencoolen a few 
years, where they were well fed, humanely treated, 
and had very little work, they began annually to 
increaſe ; notwithſtanding, from the little attention 
that was paid to their way of life, both men and 
women lived in the moſt abandoned way. The 
wonder was, that they did increaſe, as the young 
female ſlaves were common proſtitutes to the ſoldiers 
and ſailors, 


_ — oo - 


Witneſs examined Jon Savace, Eſq. 
F. 247. 

Reſided in Carolina from 1729 to 1775. Was not 
a planter, but was repeatedly on many plantations 
as a viſitant for a day or two at a time, and knew the 
ſtate of negroes there. 

Underſtood labour was performed by taſk in moſt 

P. 248. operations on eſtates. 

Negroes increaſed greatly where well clothed and 
fed; is doubtful if they increaſed where clothed and 
fed badly. Heard where maſters were harſh, they 
could not raiſe children, or but a few. | 

Where maſters were prudent, and kept themſelves 
out of debt, negroes were hearty and ſtrong : hence 
they got. more work out of them than thoſe who did 
not uſe them ſo well, and theſe were they who made 
fortunes by planting. 

A friend of his, Gabriel Manigault, Eſq. informed 
him, that in 1737 he had on his eſtate 86 negroes, of 
whom 12 or 14 were ſuperannuated. The latter he 
replaced by others. With no more addition than 
this, they had increaſed to 270 about a year or two 
before witneſs left the country, Mr. Manigault's 
eſtate (by purchaſe) conliſted of about 18000 or 
19000 acres, 6000 of which were ſettled, and 12000 
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or 13000 not ſo; for the latter he had taxes and quit 1791. 


rents to pay for many years till his ſon came of age, 
to whom he then gave them. Notwithſtanding this 
charge on the unimproved land, he always made in- 
tereſt of his purchaſe-money. Mr, M. was a man 
of humanity, and gave his ſlaves ſufficient clothes, 
food, and = doin, At 

In the year 1739 there was a duty laid on the im- 
portatation of ſlaves to Carolina, which amounted to 
a prohibition, and which continued to 1744. The 
purchaſe of new negroes having involved the plan- 
ters greatly in debt, was the reaſon why the legiſ- 
lature laid it, 


Witneſs Examined—Jonn CLAPHAu, Eſq. 


Was upwards of 20 years in Maryland. Negroes P. 249. 


kept up their numbers there by propagation, and in- 
creaſed, ſo that the overplus in ſome inſtances were 
ſhipped to the W. Indies. Has known 100 ſales, 
where proprietors have had too many for their uſe 
in conſequence of increaſe by propagation; yet they 
were not thought to be well treated, though better 
than to the ſouthward, and the climate was ſubject to 
great and ſudden variety of heat and cold. 

Attempts were not frequent in Maryland to give 

religious inſtruction to negroes. 


— —_ 


— 


Witneſs Examined - RoßERTY Crew, Eſq. 


Is a native of Virginia, and reſided there till 
1783. Knew the ſtate of the plantation ſlaves there. 


Had ſufficient clothing, and as much Indian meal P. 250. 


as they could uſe, and were in general ſupplied daily 
with fleſh, fiſh, or ſomething elſe added to their meal 
or bread. 


Overſeers on large eſtates ſuperintended ſlaves, but 
S 2 without 
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without a whip, as a maſter on a ſmall eſtate, or a 
bailiff would in this country. 

Negrocs in Virginia increaſed rapidly without im- 

portation, ſo much ſo, that it was a general opinion, 
that it was profitable to hold ſlaves on this account, 
excluſive of the profits of their labour. 
Treatment was different on different eſtates. Where 
the maſter was involved and did not ſuperintend his 
own eltate, his overſeers were directed to make the 
greateſt poſſible quantities of tobacco, to ſupply his 
preſſing neceſſities. Here the ſlaves were ill uſed, 
worked exceſſively hard, and were not ſufficiently 
fed. Where the proprietor was in good circum- 
ſtances, and could purſue his own intereſt, they were 
not ſo hard worked, and had better ſupplies of food 
and clothing. 

This ſevere ſyſtem in ſome, though he thinks ne- 
ver ſo ſevere in any circumſtances (with a few ex- 
ceptions) as to cauſe a decreaſe in their numbers, and 
indecd ſmall profits of tobacco plantations could not 
afford freſh ſupplies, yet had the effect certainly of 
preventing their increaling ſo faſt as they otherwiſe 
would. Such a ſyſtem was deemed unprofitable. 

Spent a few months at Barbadoes and St. Croix, - 
Was ſtruck with the difference of the treatment of 
ſlaves there and in Virginia, A driver with a whip 
ſtood over them while at work : they were nearly 
without clothing. Theſe were the obvious differ- 
ences. No knowledge of particulars. Thinks the 
uſe of the whip formed a difference in their treatment 
Try to the diſadvantage of Weſt Indian 

aves. 

Thinks the culture of tobacco nearly as laborious 
as that of ſugar; and the climate of Virginia is not 


ſo favourable as that of the Welt Indies, to African 


conſtitutions, on account of the ſevere cold of the 
winter. | | 

Importation of African ſlaves into Virginia, has 
been generally diſcontinued ſince 1772. 


Witneſs 


1 
. * 


Witneſs examined, —HEercuLEs Ross, Eſq, 


Reſided chiefly in Jamaica, from 1761, to 1782, 179r. 


and occaſionally in Hiſpaniola. 


Had occaſion to be in every pariſh of the iſland, P. 252. 


and to be acquainted with the ſtate and treatment of 
flaves, which depends on circumſtances : under a man 
of humanity, and where the numbers were equal 
to the work, they lived happy; it was difficult under 
one of a different deſcription, _ 

It was not underſtood they had legal redreſs againſt 
owners or overſcers for ill uſage; nor againſt others, 
unleſs the owner or manager ſtood forward to protect 
them, | 


He had the mortification of ſeeing innumerableP, 2533 


puniſhments inflicted, many with ſeverity, and he 
fears, ſome unjuſtly. An uncommon one now occurs, 
though it was long ago, at Savanna la Mar. Hear- 
ing, from an incloſure, the cries of ſome poor wretch 
under torture, he looked through, and ſaw a young 
female ſuſpended by the wriſts to a tree, ſwinging to 
and fro; her toes could barely touch the ground, and 
her body exceedingly agi.ated. The ſight rather 
confounded hun, as there was no whipping, and the 
malter juſt by, ſeemingly motionleſs; but on look- 
ing more attentively, ſaw in his hand a ſtick of fire, 
which he held fo as occaſionally to touch her about 
her private parts as ſhe ſwung. He continued this 
torture with unmoved countenance, until the witneſs 
calling on him to deſiſt, throwing ſtones at him over 
the fence, ſtopped it. Thinks it right to ſay, that 
on mentioning it on the bay, it was heard with uni- 
verſal deteltation : the perpetrator was not a man of 
character : he was not brought to legal puniſhment. 


Does not know that the law then extended to the p. 254. 


puniſhing whites for ſuch acts. 
Slaves in Kingſton, when flogged, were tied up by 
the wriſts; if on the wharts to the crane-hook, with 
weights 
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1791. weights to their feet, and the crane wound up ſo as 

to extend them greatly ; the whip was a cow-ſkin at 
firſt, and then ebony buſhes, to take off the bruiſed 
blood. A gaol was alſo a place of correction: in 
fact, every man's premiſes was a place of puniſhment, 
if he choſe ; but the wharfs and gaol were uſed by 

ſuch as did not chooſe to diſturb the neighbours with 
the ſlaves cries; but it was underſtood that any 

1 owner had a right to order ſuch puniſhments, with- 

1 out a magiſtrate. | 

In his reſidence in Jamaica, it became more clear- 
ed and improved, and of courſe healthier : the ſtile 
of living, and manners of the whites, gradually im- 

roved, and extended a favourable influence to the 
ate of the ſlaves. 

P. 255+ Negroes are as capable of labour in the Weſt In- 

dies, as other people in climates congenial to them : ö 
that they are better adapted than whites to that cli- 
mate, is certain. Negroes on board ſhips, fed on 
animal food as the whites, are capable of great exer- 
tions, In the laſt war, on the expedition to St. 
Juan's, government ordered a number of negroes to 
be collected, to eaſe the military; they were chiefly 
culprits, many taken from gaols, whom the owners 
were glad to part with; though exhauſted by con- 
finement and low diet when ſhipped, they returned & 
almoſt to a man, in health, and much improved in 
looks (having had rations with the reſt) while the 
whites, on that ſervice, ſuffered great ſickneſs and 
deaths. Something ſimilar was the caſe with a 
greater body of negroes ſent from Jamaica, to the 
ſiege of the Havannah, 

As to ſlaves ſuffering from the bad circumſtances 
of owners, unable to buy proviſions, in ſome in- 
ſtances it may be the caſe, when from ſtorms or other 
caſulties, ground proviſions are injured. 

Slaves may be ſeized and ſold for their owners 
debts; whereby near relations are often ſeparated, 
In Kingſton and Spaniſh town, they are confined in 
gaols till fold to the higheſt bidders; ſome of whom 

may 
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may be foreigners, and carry a part off the iſland: a 
hardſhip which often happens, and to which creoles 
as well as Africans are ſubject. 

Has often been at ſales of Guinea cargoes. On 
the day advertiſed by the agent, buyers attend a- 
board; at a given hour the ſale is declared open, 
when each exerts himſelf to get firſt among the ſlaves 
to have a good choice, and the whole of the healthy 
and likely ones, are often ſold that day. There uſed 
to be in Kingſton many people who bought on ſpecu- 
lation thoſe left after the firſt day's ſale, to carry them 
to the country, and retail them, or to ſhip them off, 
Has often ſeen the very refuſe landed and ſent to 
vendue maſters in a very wretched ſtate ; ſometimes 
in the agonies of death, has known them expire in the 
Piazza of the vendue maſter, Has ſeen them fold 
even as low as a dollar, | 

Thinks the ſlave trade has been productive of great 
deſtruction to the human race, both blacks and 
whites; of which he could furniſh many inſtances ; 
one marked with peculiar circumſtances of horror, 
was this. | 
About 20 years ago, a ſhip, with about 400 ſlaves 
ſtruck on a ſhoal, half a league from the Morant Keys, 
(3 ſmall ſandy iſlands, 11 leagues S. S. E. from Ja- 
maica) the officers and crew took to the boats with 
arms and proviſions, and landed. At day light it was 
found that the ſlaves had got out of their irons, and 
were forming rafts, on which they placed the women 
and children, the men ſwimming by the fide, whilſt 
they drifted towards the little iſland where the crew 
had landed ; who leſt the ſlaves ſhould conſume their 
proviſions, came to the reſolution to fire upon them, 
and actually killed from 3 to 400, Of the cargo, 
33 or 34 only were ſaved, which he ſaw ſold at ven- 
due at Kingſton. The ſhip, he thinks, was conſign- 
ed to a Mr. Hugh Wallace, of St. Elizabeth's pariſh, 

As it is ſaid to be common when ſhips are wreck- 
ed, for the crew to break up the ſpirit room and get 


drunk, he is inclined to think the crew of the Gui- 


neaman 
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1791. neaman muſt have been drunk to have adopted ſo 

wav horrid a reſolution, without firſt diſpatching a boat 
to Jamaica (5 or 6 hours ſail) for aſſiſtance. But 
this is only conjecture, from a perſuaſion that if they 
had acted with common diſcretion, there was no ne- 
ceſſity for deſtroying any of the ſlaves. 

Guinea ſhips, leaving their ſeamen behind, was ſo 
common as to haye been a great nuiſance and ex- 
penſe to the people at Kingſton, and occaſioned a 
law, obliging the maſters of all ſhips to give ſecurity 

againſt leaving any diſabled ſeamen behind, or pro- 
vide for the charge of taking care of them, It was 
not uncommon for Guinea maſters to ſend on ſhore 
a few hours before they ſailed, their lame, ulcerated, 
or ſick ſeamen, leaving them to periſh, As to the 
Guinea trade being a nurſery for ſeamen, he has ever 
P. 260, conſidered it the reverſe, 

As to any compaſſion between the ſtate of Weſt 
India ſlaves and the peaſantry of Great Britain, 
whatever others may think, he conſiders it as an inſult 
to common ſenſe: the peaſantry i in this country are 
obliged to labour it is true; but there is no market 
for the ſale of human beings, where men of all cha- 
rafters may become buyers, and by the laws hold an 
abſolute right in the perſon purchaſed. It is impoſh - 
ble to conceive a man ſo degenerate, as not to prefer 
the ſcantieſt morſel with freedom and independance, 
to the luxury enjoyed by the wealthieſt flave on earth. 
A peaſant here however poor, cannot be impriſoned 
for his maſter's debts ; nor purchaſed without a legal 
diſcuſſion : he beholds his growing family with plea- 
ſure, his induſtry often enables him to give them ſuch 
an education, as advances them in life, and puts it in 
their power to comfort his old age: the ſlave who has 
reflection, views his offspring with very different feel- 
ings; knowing them doomed to eternal ſlavery, and 
ignorant of the character of thoſe to whom they may 
hereafter belong. 

His reſidence in Jamaica for above twenty years of 


P. 261. the prime of his life, muſt have given him as perfect 
a know « 
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a knowledge of the ſtate of ſlaves there, as it is poſ- 1791. 
ſible to acquire. As to the information which may + WS 


have been got by thoſe holding high commands there 
he cannot ſpeak decidedly; but if it is meant to know, 
whether ſuch on occaſional viſits to eſtates, were like- 
Iy to obtain a thorough knowledge of the treatment 
of ſlaves, he thinks they could nor. | 

He has often accompanied Governors and Admirals 
on their tours there; when, the eſtates viſited (be- 
longing generally to perſons of diſtinction) might be 
ſuppoſed under the beſt management; beſides that 
all poſſible care would be taken to keep every diſ- 
guſting object from view, and on no account, by the 
exerciſe of the whip or other puniſhments, harrow up 
the feelings of ſtrangers of ſuch diſtinction. 


As to his opinion of the probable effects of the P. 26r. 


abolition of the ſlave trade, he is at ſome loſs to ex- 
preſs himſelf; he thinks however, that as it would 
tend to prevent making new ſettlements in the iſlands, 
the produce of ſugar not keeping pace with the 1n- 
creaſing demand for it, the price muſt riſe and of 
courſe the preſent eſtates became more valuable: the 
value of the ſlaves would alſo be increaſed and it 
would become more the owners intereſt to attend to 
their health and population, 

Finally, as the reſult of his obſervations and moſt 
ſerious reflection, he heſitates not to ſay, that the trade 
for ſlaves ought to be aboliſhed not only as contrary 
to ſound policy, but to the laws of God and nature; 


and were it poſſible by the preſent inquiry to convey p. 262. 


a juſt knowledge of the extenſive miſery it occaſions, 
every kingdom of Europe muſt unite in calling on 
their legiſlatures to aboliſh the inhuman traffic. 
This is not a haſty, nor a new ſentiment, formed on 
the preſent diſcuſſion, which has in no reſpect in- 
fluenced his judgment. The ſame opinion he publicly 
delivered ſeventeen years ago, in Kingſton, in a ſo- 
ciety formed of the firſt characters of the place, on 
debating the following queſtion (propoſed he chinks, 
by the late Mr, Thomas Hibbert, who had been 40 

Numb. 4. T or 
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1791. or 50 years the moſt eminent Guinea factor there) 
Whether the trade to Africa for ſlaves, was con- 


« ſiſtent with ſound policy, the laws of nature and 
& morality.” The diſcuſſion occupied ſeveral meet- 
ings, and at laſt it was determined by a majority, that 
the trade to Africa for ſlaves was neither con- 
ſiſtent with ſound policy, the laws of nature, nor 
morality. | , 

The chief ground on which the advocates for the 


ſlave trade reſted their opinion (he thinks) was, that 


God had formed ſome of the human race, inferior to 
others, in intellect; and that negroes appeared to 
have been intended for ſlaves, or, to that purpoſe. 

Has been in ſome of the foreign Weſt India iſlands, 
in N. America, and St. Domingo. The ſtate of ſlaves 
ſeemed ſimilar to that in Jamaica; in America he 
had but little opportunity for obſervation: but upon 
the whole, they appeared decenter in their manners ; 
more domeſticated, and to have ſome notions of 
religion. | 


The 


6 


The following Evidence is printed at full length, 
there not being time to abridge it. 


Witneſs examined—Taomas Irvine, Eſq. 


Does not your official ſituation afford you a gene- 1791. 
ral view of the commerce of the Britiſh empire, and www 


of the relation of its ſeveral branches to each other, 
and particularly to Great Britain ? 

The office of Inſpector General of Imports and 
Exports, committed to my management, exhibits a 
ſtate of the importations into, and exportations from, 
Great Britain, and the Britiſh Colonies and Iſlands in 
America and the Welt Indies, and of all the revenues 
ariſing from our commerce, Accounts are tranſmitted 
to the office, from the ſeveral ports of Great Britain 
and the colonies, of every article imported into, or 
exported from, ſuch ports, diſtinguiſhing our trade 
with each reſpective country, together (in as far as 
relates to our Colonies) with the number of veſſels, 
their tonnage, and number of men employed in the 
trade, I am alſo annually furniſhed (extra- officially 
for a ſpecial purpoſe) by the Regiſter General of 
Shipping, with a ſimilar account of the number of 
veſſels, their tonnage, and number of men, both 
Britiſh and Foreign, which enter and clear in the 
ports of Great Britain, In a word, the Inſpector 
General's office, as it at preſent ſtands, exhibits a 
complete view of the commerce, navigation, and 
commercial revenues of the Britiſh empire, Ireland 
excepted, I am the more particular in explaining 
the nature of the office, in order that it may appear 
from what ſources I draw any information which I 
may have occaſion to offer to the Committee, in the 
courſe of the ſubſequent examination. 


Did you ever execute any other office, which af- 


forded you the means of acquiring a knowledge of 
EN the 
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1791. the trade of the Britiſh Colonies in America and the 
wyw Weſt Indies? 


In the year 1767 I was appointed Inſpector General 
of the imports and exports of North America, and 
Regiſter of Shipping, which offices I continued to 
execute until the year 1774, when I was appointed 
Receiver General of South Carolina, and a Member 
of the Council. 

This office of Inſpector General and Regiſter of 
Shipping in North America furniſhed me with the 
means of acquiring a thorough knowledge of the 
trade and navigation carried on between the conti- 
nental Colonies and the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, 
and the books and papers of that office are till in 


my poſſeſſion, 


Have the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands, in theis pre- 
ſent ſtate, the means of furniſhing the ſupply of 
ſugar and rum that is requiſite for the conſumption 
of Great Britain and her immediate dependencies ? 

The Britiſh Welt India iſlands produce annually a 
greater quantity of ſugar and rum than is requiſite 
for the conſumption of Great Britain, her immediate 
dependencies, and the kingdom of Ireland. In teſti- 
mony of this fact I beg leave to lay before the Com- 
mittee the paper which I now hold in my hand, 
containing an account of the quantity of Britiſh 
plantation ſugar imported into, and exported from, 
Great Britain, in the years 1772, 1773, 1774, and 
1775, and in the years 1787, 1788, 1789, and 1790. 
] have ſelected thoſe years as exhibiting the faireſt 
ſtate of the produce of the ſugar colonies; for in 
the year 1776, our trade began to meet with many 
interruptions from the war which was then become 
general on the continent of America: and I am of 
opinion, that the iſlands did not recover the ſhock 
which they had ſuſtained by capture, and other con- 
ſequences of war, ſooner than about the year 1787. 


Da 
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Do you think that the extention of the Weſt India 1791. 
plantations beyond the degree that is requiſite for www 


ſupplying Great Britain, and her immediate depen- 
dencies with the principal articles of Weſt India 
produce, would materially promote the intereſt of 
the Britiſh empire ? 

This queſtion is of a very extenſive nature, and is 
involved in a variety of objects and conſiderations, 
commercial and political, which I am afraid I am 
incompetent to offer an opinion upon; more eſpeci- 
ally in the preſent debilitated ſtate of my health, 
having only lately recovered from a dangerous illneſs, 


The Committee informed Mr. Irving, that they 
did not wiſh that he ſhould, in anſwering 
this, or any other queſtion, make exertions 
to the prejudice of his health, and that he 
would therefore confine himſelf to ſuch facts 
and opinions as ſhall readily occur to him. 


The Witneſs then proceeded as follows : 


The extenſion of the culture of the Britiſh W. India 


iſlands, beyond that degree that is requiſite for ſup- 
plying Great Britain and her immediate dependencies 
with the principal articles of Welt India produce, 
does not appear to me likely to promote the intereſt 
of the Britiſh empire; and in ſupport of this opinion, 
I beg leave to offer the following reaſons : 

The Welt India iſlands have been ſettled upon a 
ſyſtem very different from the Briciſh Continental 
Colonies (now a part of the States of America). I 
allude to the colonies which are cultivated chiefly by 
ſlaves; namely, the tobacco, and rice, and indigo 
colonies. The ſettlement of theſe colonies was un- 
dertaken upon fſimall capitals, and the increaſe of 
their wealth aroſe almoſt wholly out of the growing 

rofirs of the induſtry of the proprietors; whereas 
our iſlands in the Weſt Indies have, agreeable to the 
. tyſtem hitherto purſued, been ſettled and extended 


by 


149 


150 


W. InDiEs.—AMERICA, IR VINO. 


1791. by means of large capitals drawn from the mother 
— country. The Ceded Iſlands were almoſt entirely 


ſettled with the Britiſh capitals; and in the iſland of 
Jamaica large ſums of money have from time to time 
been borrowed from this country upon mortgage, 
in order to extend the cultivation of that iſland. 
Thus a capital to a great amount, which might have 
been employed in carrying on and extending the 
manufactures, the commerce, and agriculture of 
Great Britain, has been transferred from hence to 
the moſt vulnerable part of the empire; and there 
inveſted in purſuits which do not appear to me to 
have been productive of a profit to the proprietor, 
or of advantages to the public, in any degree ade- 
uate to the precarious ſituation in which ſuch pro- 
perty ſtands, from the contingencies of climate, the 
fate of war, & c. For although the planter reſident 
on the ſpot will moſt likely abide by his property 
whatever change of government he may be ſubjected 
to, yet the loſs of an iſland by capture is a complete 
loſs of ſo much capital to the empire. Notwith- 
ſtanding our general ſuperiority at ſea, the precarious 
tenure on which we hold our colonial poſſeſſions was 
ſufficiently evinced in the courſe of laſt war, Thir- 
teen great provinces ſeparated themſelves for ever 
from the empire, whereby property to the amount of 
many millions was loſt to the inhabitants of Great 
Britain, and her adherents. The provinces of Eaſt 
and Weſt Florida, and the iſland of Tobago, were 
ceded to Spain and France; and the iſlands of Sr, 
Kitts, Nevis, Montlerrat, St. Vincents, Dominica, 
and Grenada, were all captured, bur reſtored at the 
ce. | | 
But beſides the reaſons already offered—the impo- 
licy of extending the cultivation of the Weſt India 
iſlands beyond the degree ſtated in the queſtion, is 
in my humble opinion ſtrongly marked by ſome 
further conſiderations. 
Notwithſtanding whatever may be the difference 


between the Britiſh and Foreign ſugars at preſent, or 
tor 
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for theſe two or three years paſt, ſince the diſturb- 1791. 
ances in France began to convulſe her colonies; yet www 


if we take a comparative view of the difference 
between the price of Britiſh and Foreign ſugars, even 
in a period the moſt favourable to the Britiſh iſlands, 
namely, before laſt war, when they received a com- 
plete ſupply of lumber and proviſions from the con- 
tinent of America, it will be found that the French 
ſugars were ſold by the planters from 20 to 3o per 
cent, cheaper than the Britiſh ſugars could be pur- 
chaſed in our iſlands. This fact I ſtate from the in- 
forniation which I received time after time from the 
merchants and others concerned in the trade between 
America and the Welt Indies, when J executed the 
office of Inſpector General of the Imports and Ex- 
ports of North America; and I was the more mi- 
nute in my inquiries, as the acquiring information 
of the prices of the ſeveral commodities imported 
into and exported from America formed a part of 
my duty, in order to enable me to eſtabliſh a table 
of the rates of value for the office. But as a fu ther 
teſtimony of the Foreign ſugars being materially 
cheaper than the Britiſh, I take the liberty of pre- 
ſenting an account of the quantity of Britiſh and 
Foreign ſugars, diſtinguiſhing each, imported into 
our colonies in North America, 1n the years 1709, 
1770, 1771, and 1772, The Committee will perceive 
by this account, that the difference between the 
quantity of Britiſh, and of Foreign ſugars imported, 
was not very conſiderable, notwithſtanding that the 
Foreign ſugars were clandeſtinely obtained in the 
French iſlands by our traders, which enhanced the 
price in proportion to the riſque, and were alſo ſub- 
ject to a duty of 5s. per cwt. on importation into 
America: nor were our traders by any means under 
the neceſſity of taking theſe foreign ſugars in ex- 
change for merchandize; for they were chiefly pur- 
chaſed with caſh which they received for their lumber 
and proviſions ſold in our iſlands. 1am the more 


particular in ſtating the difference of the prices be- 
U 2 tween 
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1791. tween the Britiſh and Foreign ſugars, becauſe I con- 
ww Ccive it is a maxim thoroughly eſtabliſhed in national 


commerce, that it is unwiſe to puſh forward by means 
of monopolies, reſtrictiye regulations, or bounties, 
any branch of commerce or manufactures, which 
cannot be carried on, after a fair trial, within 15 per 
cent. of the prices of other rival countries: and I am 
of opinion that this obſervation will ſtrictly apply 
even to thoſe branches of commerce from which the 
nation is ſuppoſed to derive the greateſt political 
advantages from the ſmalleſt capital employed, 
nam ey, our nſheries. 

i he money expended upon Weſt India eſtates is in 
general tai from yielding a profitable return, and in this 
opini-n | am ſupported by the teſtimony of ſome of 
the beſt inturmed gentlemen connected with the Weſt 
Indies, particulary the agent for Jamaica, who ſtates, 
in his examination before the Privy Council, that the 
planters throughout that iſland do not make more 
than four per cent. upon their capital; and the agent 
of Barbadocs gave it as his opinion, “ That after 
«© payment of expenſes and plantation loſſes, even a 
good crop does not leave the owner more, or ſo 
much as ſix per cent. the intereſt of the iſland, on 
his capital.” Beſides the return to the proprietor, 
the publick certainly derives a conſiderable profit 
from the freight of the ſugars, and the commiſſion 
paid to the merchants of this kingdom. This latter 
circumſtance I perceive 1s upon all occaſions ſtrongly 
urged by gentlemen connected with the Weſt Indies; 
but the ſame national profit and political advantages 
appcar to me to apply leſs or more to every other 
branch of our foreign commerce, and in many 1n- 
ſtances to our internal manufactures. Indeed, the 
teſtimony of the Welt India gentlemen, which ſtates, 
that the capital inveſted in the Weſt India eſtates is 
far trom yielding a profitable return, is ſtrongly con- 
firmed by the account which I now beg leave to lay 
betore the committee. By this account it appears 


that the principal article cultivated in the Welt _ 
| | | as; 


An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of Sugars, being Britiſh Pl 
Years ; diſtinguiſhing each Year, and 


L 


1772. 


Average of the Annual Pro- 


A 


duce of the firſt Period. 


Cuts. 


1,891,642 


rs. 


Ib. 


Average of the Annual Pro- 
duce of the laſt Period. 


Cwts. 


rs. 


Ib. 


1,952,262 — — 


Increaſe in the laſt Period, 
Cwts. qrs. Ib. 
60, 620 — —equalto 
about 4,049 Hoglheads, 


4 


— 


N 1774. 1775 

Cuts. qrs los Cwts. qxs. Ib Cuts. qrs. lbs Cuts. qr 
Antigua - 115,364 1 23] 83,965 1 200 235,815 1 23] 255,861 

Anguilla - - — — — — — — 1,298 = 
Barbadoes : 14,341 1 3] 110,911 2 4| 139,504 1 3] 70, 181 
Dominica 10, 370 2 8] 26,705 1 5| 53.464 2 1] 40,6383 
Grenada - -| 198,392 2 5] 202,679 — —| 185, 42 — 10 199,824 
Jamaica J 874,360 1 20[1,057,958 — 23] 947,073 1 1| 995,387 
St. Kitt's J 220,716 2 14 10,5% 3 3] 212,267 — 16 206,049 

Nevis ] 63,125 1 26] 30,369 1 200 68,408 — g| $50,488 = 
Montſerrat -| $58,008 2 — $33,776 — 21 47.599 3 gf 39,327 
St. Vincent 55,909 1 18] 61,084 — 18] .65,177 — 17] 54,071 
Tortola - -| 34,660 — 3] 30,126 3 24] 33,962 3 4| 38,065 
Tobago - -| 13,625 2 21] 14,183 3 17] 27,045 2 24| 50,35 
Total — — 11,762, 387 3 152,015,911 1 152, 002,224 


— A * 


— 


| 


f 


itiſh plantation Produce, imported into Great Britain in the following 
:ar, and each Iſland from whence imported. 


1775+ | 1787. | 1783, 179. 1790. 
-wts, qrs. lbs Cwrs. rs. lbs | Cuts qrs. Ibs.“ QCwts. qrs. lbs. Cwts. 418. Ibs. 
55,861 1 26]| 254.575 1 18] 181,813 2 —[ 144,204 — 11] 65,022 1 26 
1,298 — 2,129 2 16 3% RI 9g. 38 2,150 2 18 
70,181 1 25] 130,242 — 16| 110,955 — Ig| 97,389 2 27] 113,038 3 21 
40,633 1 21] 5666 1 21] 47,bio 1 24] 349709 3 5| $9,036 — 23 
29,824 1 23] 172,880 — 9 193,783 — 25] 164,338 3 gf 191,625 1 6 
15,387 2 18] 824,706 2 I5|1,124,017 — 441, 36,003 1 27|l, 185,619 2 7 
6,049 3 17], 231397 2 12] 187,379 125 89,755 1 23] 113, 379 116 
$0,488 — 10 72,475 1 11] 30,050 1 4| 28,151 3 35-407 3 1 
39,327 2 % 35.49 3 10] 25,113 — 13] 25,089 2 16] 19,186 3 24 
54,071 2 16], 64,449 1 27] 70,735 2 24 81,283 — 18] 76,747 2 1 
38,065 2 7 78,749 1 6| 84,513 3 22] 33,704 — 23] 29,830 1 14 
„ RR "ey _ 1 
22,224 3 8 1,926,121 — — — 121,935,223 2 211,882, 05 — 17 
— — 1 — —.— — d — _ 
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has, in point of quantity, been in a great meaſure ſta- 1791. 
tionary for theſe twenty years, and yet there is no www 


3 of the empire in which property ſtands in a more 
avoured footing. Prohibitory laws were early made 
tending to force the conſumption of Weſt India pro- 
duce upon the inhabitants of Great Britain, and the 
other ſubjects of the empire, whereby the proprietors 
of the iſlands obtained ang (till retain) a complete 
monopoly of our markets at a very conſiderable ex- 

nſe to the Britiſh conſumer, as appears by the dif- 
ference of the prices between the Britiſh and the fo- 
reign iſlands. | 

In our colonies in America, in order to encourage 
our iſlands, the uſe of foreign rum is abſolutely pro- 
hibited, foreign coffee is ſubject to a duty of two 

unds nineteen ſhillings per cwt. whilſt Britiſh is 
chargeable with a duty of ſeven ſhillings; and foreign 
ſugars, as I have already mentioned, pay a duty on 
importation into the continent of five ſhillings per 
cwt. and into this kingdom one pound ſeven ſhillings 
and twopence, which is fourteen ſhillings and tenpence 
per cwt. more than the Britiſh ſugars. The whole 
duties impoſed upon Britiſh ſugars are drawn back 
upon exportation, and refined ſugars are entitled to 
a bounty, when exported, of twenty-ſix ſhillings per 
cwt. which exceeds the duty collected upon the raw 
material three or four ſhillings. In order to give 
the planters a more extenſive market for the ſale of 
their preduce, ſugars were, by the 12th of Geo. II. 
taken out of the liſt of enumerated commodities, and 
the exportation of them permitted to all parts ſouth 
of Cape Finiſterre, in Europe. 

The evidence upon the part of the Weſt India 
planters, before the Committee of Privy Council, ſtate 
many natural advantages which the foreign iſlands 
poſſeſs, as reaſons why our iſlands will never be able 
to enter into a competition in point of price with 
the foreign plantations. 

For thoſe, and the reaſons which I have had the 


honour upon this occaſion of ſubmitting to the Com- 
Fr | mittee, 
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1791. mittee, I am of opinion, that however juſt and pro- 
per it may be to encourage our own iſlands to the 


extent of ſupplying ourſelves, and thereby doing 
that juſtice to the proprictors of eſtates there which 


they conſider themſelves entitled to; yet the extenſion 


of the cultivation of thoſe iſlands beyond that degree 
that is requiſite for ſupplying Great Britain and her 
immediate dependencies, with the principal articles 
of their produce, is by no means likely to promote 
the intereſts of the empire; becauſe from the great 
diſparity of _ between the Britiſh and Foreign 
ſugars, the former cannot be made an object of ex- 
port by any other means than by that deſtructive 
ſyſtem of policy which has been too much adopted 


In ſome other branches of our commerce, namely, 


the granting of bounties out of the Exchequer, in 
order to enable the Britiſh exporter to ſtand the 
competition of prices in the foreign market. It is 
a dangerous principle to force commerce and manu- 
factures like fruit raiſed on a hot bed. In ſuch 
caſes, the capital and the induſtry of the individual 
are too often drawn from objects of profit, to purſuits 
which can only be carried on by the aid of the na- 


tional purſe. 


Do you think, that by a proper attention to the 
breeding of ſlaves in the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands, 
ſuch a number of ſlaves may be obtained and kept 
up, without the aid of importation from Africa, as 
will be ſufficient to raiſe the Welt India produce chat 
is requiſite for the ſupply of Great Britain and her 
immediate dependencies ? 

I have long been of opinion, that by proper atten= 
tion to the breeding of ſlaves, the ſtock might be 
kept up in the Britiſh Welt India iſlands, without the 


aid of importation from Africa. I beg leave, how- . 


ever, tO be underſtood, that this meaſure is not hke- 
ly, in my judgment, to be effected by putting an 


immediate [top to the importations, but by adopting 
F ſuch 
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ſuch a ſyſtem of policy as will gradually do away 1791. 


the neceſſity for importation, 

Prior to the late war, the proviſions for feeding the 
ſaves were chiefly imported from North America, the 
attention of the planters being almoſt wholly directed 
to what is called the crop, namely, ſugars, &c. and as 
theſe proviſions were bought at a conſiderable expenſe, 
the planiers did not conſider it their intereſt to encou- 
rage the breeding of ſlaves at the expenſe of feeding 
them ten or twelve years before they were capable, 
by the produce of their labour in the cane walks, to 
ſupport themſelves. Hence grown ſlaves, whoſe - 
labour can be brought into immediate effect, were, 
and ſtill continue to be, imported from the coaſt of 
Africa; and of theſe a greater proportion of males 
than females, | 

If a different ſyſtem of policy were adopted with 


reſpect to the cultivation of the plantations in the 


Weſt Indies, and which ſyſtem J have many reaſons 
for thinking would be attended with advantage to 
the planters themſelves: J am perſuaded a ſufficient 
number of ſlaves might be bred at leaſt to keep up 
the preſent ſtock; I allude to the cultivating of a 
proportion of land ſufficient to ſupply the negroes 
with proviſions, in which the little ſlaves, from ſeven 
years old and upwards, might be uſeful. In that 
part of America where I was reſident, and which was 
cultivated as much by negroes as the Weſt Indies, 
the breeding of ſlaves was conſidered fo advantageous, 
that the planter generally valued a child on the day 
of its birth at five pounds. The prevailing opinion, 
to the beſt of my recollection, in South Carolina, at 
that time was, that the increaſed population of ſlaves 
by birth was from two to ten per cent. and yet the 
climate of Carolina, particularly of the rice planta- 
tions, is, I believe, more hoſtile to the human con- 
ſtitution than any part of the Weſt Indies. 

In order gradually to check the importation of 
negroes from the coaſt of Africa, I would ſubmit that 
2 {light duty, in the firit inſtance, ſhould be laid _ 
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1791, all ſlaves imported; the duty impoſed on males to 
be conſiderably higher than upon females; or per- 


haps that the latter ſhould for a time be imported 
free; and that the rate of this duty ſhould be pro- 
greſſively increaſed as the means ſhould be provided 
of ſupplying the deficiency which this check would 
give to the importation. And in order to encourage 
the raiſing of plantation born ſlaves, and cultivating 


proviſions for their ſupport, which latter circumſtance 


I conſider to be materially connected with the breed- 
ing of the negroes, I would propol- that the produce 
of the duties collected upon ſlaves imported from the 
coaſt of Africa ſhould be applied as bounties for 
promoting the above purpoſes. The raiſing of pro- 
viſions in ſome of the iſlands, would, no doubt, be 
leſs advantageous than others; but I am of opinion, 
that the cultivation of a ſufficient quantity tor the 
uſe of the ſlaves would be profitable and politick, 


Anterior to the late war, the negroes in the Welt Indies 


depended in a great degree tor their ſupply of tood 
on the continent of America. When the diſturbances 
broke out, this ſource of ſupply was at once cut off, 
and the importations from Europe, through captures 
at ſea and other cauſes, were rendered very precart» 
ous. The planters, thus impelled by neceſſity, were 
obliged to deviate from their former ſyſtem, and to 
turn their attention more towards raiſing proviſion 
upon their own eſtates. The good effects of this 
plan has been ſo forcibly felt, that the importation 
of Indian corn, which may emphatically be ſtiled the 
bread of lite, with reſpect to the tood of the ſlaves, 
is reduced from about 600,000 buſhels, the quan- 
tity annually imported before the war, to ſomewhat 
under 300,000 buſhels, the medium importation 01 the 
laſt three years; and peale, &c. in a ſimilar propor- 
tion, In a political ſenſe, I conceive that no coun- 
try capable of producing corn to feed itſelf, ought 
to be dependent upon any other for any article which 
it cannot do without, even for a day, 
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Before I reply to this queſtion, I beg leave to lay 
before the Committee an account of the quantity of 
rum and molaſſes exported from the Britiſh Weſt 
India iſlands, to all parts, for the three years pre- 
ceding the 5th of January, 790, which is the lateſt 
period to which the account can be made up, 

The quantity of proviſions ſuitable for ſeeding of 
the ſlaves raiſed in the Britiſh Colonies in North 
America is very inconſiderable, and the barrelled 
mackrel and other fiſh exported from thoſe Colonies 
to the Weſt Indies, would almoſt in any event be 
in demand, more eſpecially as it is now ſufficiently 
proved, that the produce of the Britiſh Herring 
Fiſhery is far from being equal to the demand of our 
iſlands. The Continental Colonies would, therefore, 
be very little affected hy any change of ſyſtem in 
raiſing proviſions for the negroes in the Weſt Indies; 
and ſo far from its being probable that the demand 
for rum in theſe Colonies 1s likely co be leſſened in 
future, I am of opinion that the conſumption will 
increaſe in proportion to the growing population of 
the country, 

By the account which I have juſt now laid before 
the Committee, it appears that upon a medium of 
three years, about 1,500,0c0 gallons of rum have 
been taken off by the ſubjects of the United States; 
which rum, including the freight, as it can be only 
imported in Britiſh bottoms, may be valued at about 
38. 3d. ſterling per gallon in America; the total value 
at that rate would be {.243,750. This ſum is by no 
means more than equal to the purchaſing of lumber, 
flour, and other articles which have little or no con- 
nection with the food of the ſlaves. In a long exa- 


mination which I underwent before the Lords of the 
> Committee 
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If the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands ſhould in future 1791. 
raiſe a quantity of proviſions ſufficient to feed the www 
ſlaves, in what manner do you think the planters 
would be enabled to diſpoſe of that part of their 
rum and molaſſes, which is at preſent ſuppoſed to be 
applied to the 5 of proviſions ? 


160 


W. Ix DIES. —AMERI KIA. - IRviING- 


1791. Committee of Privy Council, in the year 1784, 
ww relating to the opening an intercourſe between the 


States of America and the Britiſh Weſt Indies, I had 
occaſion to look very minutely into the nature and 


value of the articles which the Weſt Indies receive 


from the States, and into thoſe which the States take 
in return from the iſlands, and. it then appeared to 
me, (and nothing has ſince occurred to alter my 
opinion) that the Weſt India planters will always find 
a ſufficient demand for their rum. 

The quantity of melaſſes exported from our iſlands 
is too inconſiderable to merit notice, 


If a ſufficiency of ſlaves for the culture of the 
Britiſh Weſt India ſettlements ſhould be raiſed 
within thoſe ſettlements, do you think that the di- 
minution of Britiſh exports to Africa, which may 
be the conſequence of ſuch a change, would be 
materially prejudicial to the manufacturing intereſts 
of Great Britain? 1 

I feel more diffidence in anſwering this queſtion 
than any of the preceding, as nothing is more diffi- 
cult to foreſee than the conſequences that may ariſe 
from any alteration of ſyſtem in a trade long eſtab- 
liſned. Caſting, however, a retroſpective eye to the 
effect which the changes in other branches of our 
commerce have undergone in the courſe of public 
events, and comparing the probable conſequences 
which may take place in the caſe in queſtion, by 
thoſe which experience has afforded an opportunity 
of determining upon, I ſhall ſubmit ſuch ideas as 


occur to my weak judgment, as to the tendency that 


a probable diminution of the Britiſh exports to the 
Coalt of Africa, in conſequence of the change pro- 
poſed, is likely to have on the manufacturing in- 
tereſts of this kingdom. 

The medium value of the Britiſh manufactures 
exported to Africa, chiefly for the purpoſe of pur- 
chaſing ſlaves, amounts to about /. 400, ooo a year, 


agreeable to the rates of value in the Inſpector Ge- 
neral's 
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neral's books; but I mention with regret, that from 1791. 


the looſe manner in which the entries of free goods 


are made in the Cuſtom-houſe, the Inſpector Gene- 
ral's value of ſuch goods is not abſolutely to be re- 
lied upon, and therefore the value of the exports to 
Africa may have been leſs or more; however, the 
Committee will pleaſe to obſerve, that in the 
£.400,000, I include the value of the goods ex- 
changed for gold duſt, ivory, cam and redwood, 
gum, drugs, &c. imported from Africa, either di- 
rectly into Great Britain, or through the circuitous 
paſſage of the Weſt Indies, 

An immediate ſtop being put to our exports to 
Africa, would doubtleſs be felt in a very conſiderable 
degree by thoſe artificers, who are at preſent em- 
ployed in manufacturing goods for that branch of 
our export trade; becauſe they would find the chan- 
nels through which their induſtry paſſed to a market 
ſhut up before they had time to turn their attention, 
labour, and capital to other purſuits. It was not leſs 
with a view to this object, than to the conſequences 
which the planters in the Welt Indies might ex- 
perience by their being at once deprived of their 
uſual ſupply of ſlaves, that I took the liberty of 
ſuggeſting the crude ideas offered in my anſwer to 
the preceding queſtion. 

In caſes of war breaking out, and being of long 
continuance with countries with which we had been 
in habits of carrying on commercial intercourſe, tem- 
porary inconveniences are doubtleſs experienced, but 
not to the extent which theoretical reaſoning would 
induce us to imagine. The enterpriſe of our mer- 
chants ſoon diſcovers freſh means of vending the pro- 
duce of the labour of our manufacturers. The ſupe- 
rior capital, ingenuity, induſtry, and integrity of the 
Britiſh artificer, will ever command a market for the 
produce of his induſtry. The late revolution in 
America, affords ſtriking proofs of the juſtice of this 
obſervation. With the independence of theſe ſtates, 


it was very generally apprehended, that Great Britain 
would 
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1791. would alſo loſe the benefit of their commerce; but 
experience has proved the fallacy of that opinion. 


N in che French iſlands. 


The exports of our native manufactures to that part 


of the world, inſtead of being leſſened ſince the ſe- 


paration of the two countries, are incrraſed; and as a 
proof of the deluſion of the idea, that the employ- 
ment of the capital of this country has for ſome time 
paſt been at its ne plus ultra, I beg leave to inform 
the Committee, that the value of Britiſh manufac- 
tures exported from this country of late, exceeds that 
of the moſt flouriſhing period before the late war, 
when the laws of trade confined thoſe colonies, which 
now conſtitute the American States, in their ſupply 
of merchandize to Great Britain, the ſum of upwards 
of £2,500,000 annually ; and that our ſhipping has 
alſo increaſed between two and three hundred thou- 
ſand tons, over that which the empire poſſeſſed when 
the American States formed a part of its dominions. 
Nor has this great increaſe of trade and navigation 
ariſen from any ſpecial or temporary cauſe, for it 
will appear by the books of my office, that the value 
of our exports has been gradually increaſing every 
year ſince the late war. | 

For the facts and reaſons which J have thus ſet 
forth, I am under no apprehenſions that a gradual 
check to the importation of ſlaves would materially 


affect the manufacturing intereſts of this country. 


Do you not know the price of ſugars has doubled 
in Great Britain within the laſt eighteen years? 

believe the price of ſugars in Great Britain is 
very conſiderably increaſed within the laſt eighteen 
years; but to what amount I am not prepared to give 
an anſwer, A conſiderable addition has been made 
within that period, to the rate of duties upon ſugars, 
which will conſequently increaſe the price; and I 
am inclined to think, that the prices at preſent, and 
for two or three years paſt, have been materially af- 
fected, as I have already obſerved, by the diſturbances 
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Do you not think, if a more ample ſupply of ſu- 1991. 
gar were ſent from the Welt Indies to Great Britain, 


that the price in the home market would decreaſe ? 

I have already informed the Commirtee, that the 
Britiſh Weſt India iſlands, in their preſent ſituation, 
raiſe a quantity of ſugar more than adequate to the 
conſumption of the whole Britiſh empire. If the 
quantity of ſugars in the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands 
were conſiderably increaſed, ſuch increaſe might pro- 
bably have ſome effect in lowering the prices to the 
Britiſh conſumer ; but the natural conſequence muſt 
be a diminution in the price to the Weſt India plant- 
er, which would tend greatly to diſcourage him in 
the extenſion of his plantation, 


Do you not believe, that the conſumption of ſu- 
gar, and conſequently the revenue ariſing from that 
article, would increaſe very conſiderably if the prices 
were lower ? | 

I conceive I have already anſwered this queſtion, 


Er Should any errors have crept into the foregoing 
Work, it is hoped they will be candidly at- 
tributed to their true cauſe—the want of 

time to correct the preſs. 
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